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Christmas Island Heritage DCP
Part A - General guidelines
A1

Introduction

This Heritage Development Control Policy (DCP) provides detailed controls and guidelines
for proposed development affecting a building, object, structure or place which is listed as
a heritage item and/or is located within a heritage precinct.
An application for Planning Approval will normally be required for each proposed
development. Council will assess each application on its merits, taking into account this
DCP.
Detailed information about the aims of the DCP and Planning Approval
requirements are contained in Part C.

A2

Heritage of Christmas Island

A2.1

Heritage Significance of Christmas Island

The heritage significance of Christmas Island is summarised in the following Statement of
Heritage Significance, prepared as part of this review:

The heritage of Christmas Island, represented in the surviving fabric, sites and historical
records, is of exceptionally high significance for historical, social and educational reasons.
Settlement and development of the Island occurred principally because of the presence of
the phosphate resource and its associated production and shipping requirements and the
Island contains relics and remains of the range of technologies and methods utilised for
this purpose at various times.
Being the first island source of phosphate identified in the region, its industrial
development and commercial success prompted the identification and industrial
development of similar deposits on other islands in the Pacific Ocean.
Later
developments are representative of regional mining and shipping practices and have
important historic associations with the other operations of the British Phosphate
Commissioners on Nauru and Ocean Island. The history, fabric and practices of
Christmas Island’s mining industry are integral to the society and social concerns of
Christmas Island residents, the local economy having relied on its commercial success for
over one hundred years.
The surviving historic fabric and sites have potential to demonstrate aspects of British
colonial exploitation of South East Asian resources in a way which is not available
elsewhere in Australia and which is rarely so clearly defined in other places in the region.
The buildings, structures and relics of the pre-World War II phase of the Island’s
development illustrate the activities and cultural practices of the English in South East
Asia and also symbolise the hardships and sacrifices suffered by the Chinese people
collectively in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Though less extreme,
similar associations are applicable to the Malay community in its role in the history of
Christmas Island and the region generally. The design and arrangement of post-war
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housing and community facilities on the Island provide evidence of the dominant attitudes
then current in Australia with respect to labour, class, race and government and, as the
majority of buildings were erected within a single building phase, it provides a rare and
telling snapshot of these attitudes at that point in time. The collection of buildings and
structures demonstrate pattern design approaches and assembly line building techniques
and, together, the consistent form and materials of the buildings creates a visual character
which is attractive and is unique to the Island.
The Christmas Island phosphate industry and the use of phosphate in agriculture has
been of critical importance in Australia’s successful economic expansion in the early part
of this century based on raised levels of primary production. When the Island became an
Australian Territory, Australia’s acceptance of the culturally and ethnically diverse
industrial workforce was a contributing factor in the demise of the ‘White Australia Policy’.
The adoption of trade union ideals and practices by the Christmas Island workforce has
also been historically important in the social and cultural environment on Christmas Island,
whilst being a watershed for the Australian Trade Union movement in its embracing of an
offshore Asian workforce as part of its interests and mandate.

A2.2

Council’s Heritage Conservation Policy

Council has endorsed the Statement of Significance for Christmas Island and has adopted
a policy which aims to conserve those places and aspects of significance which contribute
to Christmas Island’s Heritage.
Part of this process is the implementation of these
controls and guidelines for proposed development affecting places of heritage
significance.

A3

Conserving Christmas Island’s Heritage

A3.1

Why conserve?

Heritage conservation is about protecting places and buildings which the community of
Christmas Island believes are important. These items matter because they help explain
what kind of place Christmas Island was in the past, how it is today, and what we may
want it to become in the future. Part of the value of heritage is its attractiveness to
tourists, who may come to Christmas Island for a different cultural experience.
Conservation is not intended to freeze development of buildings and sites and turn them
into museums. Rather it is intended to acknowledge the historic qualities or ‘character’ of
buildings and places, in order to ensure that these are reinforced, and not eroded by,
inappropriate alterations or new development.

A3.2

What is heritage significance?

Heritage (or cultural) significance is based on the idea that a place or building may have
value for past, present or future generations. Places of heritage significance may
demonstrate one or more of the following heritage values:
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•

an important part of the past (historic significance);

•

a strong visual appeal or ‘landmark’ quality (aesthetic significance);

•

importance to the social life of Christmas Island (social significance); and

•

knowledge about technical, industrial or scientific achievement (scientific significance).
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Places on Christmas Island have different heritage values or significance, such as strong visual
appeal (aesthetic significance) or industrial achievement (scientific significance). They may have one
or more of these heritage values.

Heritage significance is also made up of a comparative assessment to determine whether
the heritage item or place is a rare or representative example of its kind.
Before deciding how to care for a place (whether it be an individual building, object,
structure or a place) or deciding what changes are appropriate, there must be an
understanding of what makes the place important, that is, its heritage significance. Once
this is determined, decisions about the future of the place can be made more easily.

A3.3

What is heritage conservation?

Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place or building to maintain its
heritage or cultural significance. These include maintenance and other works such as
preservation, restoration, reconstruction and adaptation. These terms are explained in the
definitions contained in Appendix IV. They are more fully explained in the Burra Charter
(the Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance)
and Illustrated Burra Charter, which are widely accepted throughout Australia as a sound
framework for good conservation practice. Council has also adopted the basic principles
of the Burra Charter. Both documents are available at Council’s Planning and Building
Department and Library.
The Charter includes the following ideas about looking after a heritage place or building:
•

the place (or heritage building) itself is important;

•

understand the significance of the place;

•

understand the ‘fabric’ or elements which make up the place;

•

significance should guide decisions;

•

do as much as necessary, as little as possible;

•

keep records; and

•

do everything in a logical order.

These ideas are the key to making good decisions involving places of heritage or cultural
significance. They have been used as the basis of the guidelines contained in this DCP.
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By making a heritage assessment of all of the buildings and structures in the precinct, it is
possible to determine which elements contribute to the heritage significance or value of
the precinct. This has been done and shown on a HAT, described below. Guidelines such
as this DCP can then be developed to ensure that these values are kept or encouraged
for future development.

A3.6

What is the ‘curtilage’ or setting of a heritage item?

A heritage item, be it an individual building or place, cannot be appreciated or understood
in isolation from its surroundings. For example, a heritage building may be surrounded by
a large garden and the gardens of a group of similar houses. The setting of the heritage
building is therefore not only established by the large garden of the house itself, but also
by the houses and large gardens of other neighbouring properties.
The setting of a heritage item is often referred to as its curtilage. It is the area surrounding
the item, often beyond its boundaries, which is adequate to maintain an appropriate visual
setting.
Alterations and additions to existing buildings must therefore be carefully designed, not
only to retain the significant elements or the building itself, but also to exclude new
elements which may affect the setting of other heritage items or the precinct as a whole.

The visual setting or curtilage of heritage places, such as the temple (right) and the Grants Well
buildings (left) is defined by open space, enclosed by vegetation.

A3.7

What is a contributory building or element?

The precincts are significant for their townscape character in addition to their significant
buildings and other structures.
Elements of the precincts which contribute to the heritage value of various precincts
include:
•

the man-made terraced landform, defined by local stone retaining walls;

•

repetitive buildings with distinctive roofscapes; and

•

attractive gardens and hedges.

These are referred to as ‘townscape elements’; that is, elements which contribute to the
overall character of the precinct. It is the collective contribution of these elements which
makes a precinct stand out and be valued.
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As townscape elements may be found on public or private land, the retention of the
character of the precinct is the combined responsibility of Council and the community.
These guidelines therefore also contain recommendations for Council in the management
of the public lands (or domain) of each precinct.

Townscape elements which contribute to the character of precincts, include local stone walls and
hedges, and the terraced landform retained by stone walls.

A4

General conservation policy

A4.1

Existing buildings

A4.1.1

Introduction

Each building which is located in a heritage precinct has been identified in a Heritage
Assessment Table (HAT). For individual heritage items, a more detailed Heritage
Inventory Form (HIF) has also been prepared. Both the HAT and the HIF contain heritage
management recommendations for each building. There is no obligation to undertake the
works recommended, although this is strongly encouraged by Council.
The
recommendations should be carefully considered before alterations and additions are
proposed.
A4.1.2

Municipal Heritage Inventory (MHI) and recommendations

Christmas Island’s places of ‘exceptional’ or ‘high’ cultural heritage significance have been
listed in a Municipal Heritage Inventory (MHI) or list. A Heritage Inventory Form for each
heritage item has been prepared.
The HIF identifies the significant parts of each heritage item, be it a group of buildings or
an individual building, object or structure. It also contains preliminary conservation polices.
Generally the recommendations require that items included in the HIF shall be kept (ie not
demolished). Removal of unsympathetic alterations and additions and/or sensitive
maintenance and repair, may also be encouraged.
The HIF should be read together with the HAT. The Heritage Inventory can be inspected
at Council’s Planning and Building Department and Library.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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A4.1.3

Heritage Assessment Table (HAT) and recommendations

A HAT has been prepared for each of the five precincts. It identifies all buildings, objects
or structures located within each precinct. The HAT is accompanied by a Heritage
Contribution Map. All buildings, objects or structures are identified on the Map by a
Christmas Location (CL) number. These references have been adopted by Council to
identify all properties on the Island. They can be used to cross reference the properties
shown of the Map with the corresponding properties listed in the HAT.
The heritage significance of all items in the HAT have been ranked in descending order
from ‘exceptional’ to ‘high’, ‘medium’, ‘low’ or ‘no’ heritage significance. This ranking has
also been shown on the Heritage Contribution Map for easy reference.
The HAT identifies the significance of each building and contains heritage
recommendations. Generally the recommendations require that individual buildings or
structures which have been ranked as having either ‘exceptional’, ‘high’, or ‘medium’
significance shall be kept (ie not demolished). Removal of unsympathetic alterations and
additions and/or sensitive maintenance and repair, as recommended, is encouraged.
Individual buildings or structures which have been ranked as of ‘low’ significance may be
kept, but enhanced by removing unsympathetic elements as recommended in the HAT.
Individual buildings or structures which have been ranked as of ‘no’ significance may be
kept or demolished (if intrusive) and replaced by more sympathetic development.
Alternatively, they may be enhanced as recommended in the HAT, or altered in
accordance with this DCP.
Any alteration, including demolition, requires an application to Council for Planning
Approval, even though it may involve the removal of unsympathetic changes. Further
details are contained in Part C.
A4.1.4 Maintenance and repair
Regular maintenance and repair is encouraged for all buildings, whether heritage listed or
not. Works which would result in change to the external appearance of a building or the
introduction of new materials may require the consent of Council. Details are contained in
Part C.
A4.1.5

Demolition

The demolition of heritage items and townscape elements which contribute to the heritage
value of a precinct is contrary to the aims of heritage conservation and is discouraged.
Demolition (including partial demolition) of any building or structure which is a heritage
item or is located within a heritage precinct can only be undertaken with Council consent.
Details are contained in Part C.
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A4.2

Alterations and Additions to Existing Buildings

A4.2.1

Introduction

Alterations and additions are generally proposed for two main reasons:
•

to provide additional space; and/or

•

to upgrade or alter existing spaces.

Alterations and additions to heritage items and buildings in heritage precincts require
consideration of a number of heritage design principles and guidelines, such as the Burra
Charter.
(For clarity, the term ‘heritage buildings’ will be used to refer to both heritage items and
buildings which have a ranking of ‘exceptional’ to ‘medium’ heritage significance in the
HAT.)
Although the significance of heritage buildings and heritage precincts in Christmas Island
vary, these design principles generally apply, regardless of the differences. They should
be considered together with the more detailed guidelines for each precinct, contained in
Part B.
A4.2.2 General Design Principles
Alterations and additions to existing heritage buildings should be designed to preserve
those features which make them significant or contribute to the heritage value of the
precinct. The following are essential starting points:
•

First understand what gives the building heritage significance or what makes it
contribute to the character of the precinct. Note that not only the original parts but
later additions may also be significant. (The MHI and HAT identify the significance of
the building and its most significant elements, such as original components or fabric.
Part B of this DCP also identifies significant townscape and building elements which
contribute to the heritage value of each precinct.)

Heritage significance not only relates to original features or building elements, but may include later
alterations, such as the porch on this Settlement bungalow (right). Understanding what is significant
about a place is the key to knowing how to design alterations or additions without losing heritage
values.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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•

Locate and design alterations and additions so that they will have the least impact on
the most significant parts of the building. (This could mean that a proposed addition
would replace part of the building that has been previously altered unsympathetically.)

•

Locate and design alterations and additions so that they will have the least impact on
the significant characteristics of the heritage precinct. (This could mean that they
should not be visible from a road or other public space along the seafront, especially
when the building forms part of a group of similar heritage buildings.)

Alterations should be designed so that they leave the original
form of the building intact. This new porch has an addition at
the side, not front, where it least disturbs significant
components.

•

Ensure that an appropriate setting or curtilage is retained.

Alterations and additions will need to satisfy all of the following criteria to ensure a
successful relationship with existing heritage buildings:
•

retention of the elements which contribute to the heritage value of the existing
building, and the precinct in which it is located;

•

retention of an appropriate curtilage or setting for the existing building, and
surrounding heritage buildings;

•

appropriateness of siting and setbacks;

•

compatibility with the existing scale, form and character; and

•

harmony with existing materials and details.

Detailed guidelines for these elements within each precinct are contained in Part B.
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A4.3

New Infill Buildings

A4.3.1 Introduction
The term ‘infill’ is used to describe the following:

A4.3.2

•

new development which is proposed to replace a building which has ‘low’ or
‘no’ significance as identified in the HAT; and

•

new development which is proposed for a vacant site.

General design principles

The principles which apply to infill development are similar to those for alterations and
additions.
•

The design process must begin with an analysis of the heritage significance of
precinct and those elements which contribute to its heritage value.

•

Infill development should not copy or replicate neighbouring heritage
buildings. This can blur the distinction between the old and the new and
confuse the understanding of the history of the precinct.

Existing heritage building.

New building relates to traditional forms.

New infill buildings should relate to the traditional forms of surrounding buildings.

•

It is appropriate for infill development to reflect the elements which contribute
to the heritage value of surrounding heritage buildings. New elements can be
designed a way that refers to and respects them. New buildings may reflect
current design approaches, but these should be of sufficiently high design
quality to compare favourably with existing heritage buildings.

New infill building should respect surrounding heritage buildings but have their own contemporary
architectural character.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Page 11

CI Heritage DCP
Part A — General Guidelines

The infill design will need to satisfy all of the following criteria to ensure that it is
compatible with heritage buildings and the precinct:
•

retention or enhancement of the characteristics which contribute to the
heritage value of the precinct in which it is located;

•

retention of an appropriate curtilage or setting for surrounding heritage
buildings;

•

appropriateness of siting and setbacks;

•

compatibility with the existing scale, form and character; and

•

sympathy with existing materials and details.

Detailed guidelines for these elements within each precinct are contained in Part B.
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Christmas Island Heritage DCP
Part B1 — Settlement Residential Precinct
B1.1 History and Significance
B1.1.1 History
The Settlement Residential Precinct was first developed in the 1930s, when a new Manager's
Residence, named Rumah Tinggi, was built east of Rocky Point. The construction of Rumah
Tinggi was accompanied by the construction of five bungalows to its west, forming a row facing the
shoreline around Rocky Point. The precinct was a European residential area, with Asian domestic
servants resident in service quarters attached to each bungalow. These bungalows were occupied
and damaged during the Japanese occupation of the Island and two of the bungalows were
subsequently demolished.
Between 1946 and 1949, eight new bungalows were built along this foreshore, two replacing the
demolished pre-war buildings and another six west of Rumah Tinggi. These new bungalows were
similar in design to the pre-war types, with some improvements in economy and materials. With
the takeover by the British Phosphate Commission (BPC), a building program commenced and the
area around the existing buildings was infilled with married and single quarters buildings of
concrete masonry, all built to standard pattern designs. Rumah Tinggi was converted to Single
Men's quarters for a short period while further housing was built, then it became a central mess for
the single men and women. Other facilities included two Visitor's Quarters buildings and a primary
school for European children.
In the mid 1950s, a new Manager's House (Seaview Lodge) was completed at the eastern
extremity of the settlement. East of this, new cemeteries, one each for the European, Chinese and
Malay communities, were established. By the early 1960s the present form of the area was largely
in place and little new building occurred until the 1990s. One exception was the construction of
new single men's quarters at the rear of Rumah Tinggi in the 1970s. In 1973 the European
primary school was converted to a preschool for all children.
Since 1990 houses have been privately owned and a range of alterations and additions to the
houses have occurred. Seaview Lodge was purchased by the Christmas Island Resort as a
Administration Office and residence. Rumah Tinggi has been converted to a restaurant, bar and
backpackers’ hotel. New houses have been built east of Seaview Lodge, between it and the
European cemetery.

B1.1.2 Significance
The Settlement Residential Precinct is primarily a relic of the post-war development of the Island
under the control of the BPC, with the construction of large numbers of standard pattern married
and single accommodation buildings in designated areas for the different ethnic groups. There are
sufficient buildings surviving from the pre-BPC period to provide a diverse and interesting group of
house types used on the Island since the 1920s.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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B1.2 Management Policy
•

Council’s primary objective shall be to retain evidence of the Precinct’s history and its
character.

•

The impact of proposed development on each individual heritage building or element which
contributes to the character of the precinct, and on the overall character of the precinct, shall be
considered as part of the assessment of all applications for Planning Approval.

•

Individual properties shall be managed in accordance with the Heritage Assessment Table
(HAT), this DCP and its Guidelines.

•

All buildings which are ranked from ‘exceptional’ to ‘medium’ significance in the HAT should be
kept. Individual buildings which have been ranked as of ‘low’ significance may be kept, but
enhanced by removing unsympathetic elements, as recommended in the HAT. Individual
buildings or structures which have been ranked as of ‘no’ significance may be kept or
demolished (if intrusive) and replaced by more sympathetic development. Alternatively, they
may be enhanced, or altered in accordance with this DCP.

•

All existing townscape or building elements identified in the HAT or this DCP, which contribute
to the character of the precinct, shall be retained. Townscape or building elements which do
not contribute to the character of the precinct shall not be permitted.

•

The original form, scale and detail of heritage buildings shall be retained and enhanced, where
possible. New development shall respect the low scale and modest character of the Settlement
Residential Precinct. Generally, development shall be no higher than one storey.

•

Infill development shall respond to and not obscure the natural topography, manmade
landform, historic townscape structure and/or the established form and pattern of Settlement
Residential Precinct, in accordance with the guidelines contained in this DCP.

•

Additions and alterations to existing buildings shall be carefully sited and designed to retain the
intactness of heritage buildings and the characteristics which contribute to the significance of
Settlement Residential Precinct, in accordance with the Guidelines contained in this DCP.

•

The characteristic materials and colours of the precinct shall be used for additions and
alterations. Sympathetic materials and colours may be used in infill development.

•

The existing location of garages or car parking shall generally be retained. New garages and
car parking arrangements shall be provided in accordance with the guidelines contained in this
DCP.

•

Contributory landscape elements such as local stone walls and hedges, shall be retained and
enhanced, where possible. Fencing between properties shall generally be avoided.

•

The public domain, including contributory townscape elements, such as walls, hedges, and the
existing pattern and formation of roads and laneways, shall be retained and enhanced by
Council.

•

Historic names used to identify heritage buildings and townscape elements shall be retained.
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B1.3

Distinctive characteristics

B1.3.1 Elements which contribute to the heritage value of the precinct, to be kept
Townscape:
•

Little altered collection of pre and post-war housing for families and singles, some with servants
quarters, reflecting the social patterns of the time.

•

The established townscape structure comprising:
pre-war and ‘Old Type’ bungalows facing seaward;
‘New Type’ houses, interspersed with informally arranged singles’
accommodation (‘dongas’) generally facing Gaze Road;
smaller service buildings (former servants quarters), garages and
carports located off a discontinuous internal laneway; and
‘landmark’ buildings, ‘Rumah Tinggi’ and ‘Seaview Lodge’.

•

The spacious gardens around the ‘Old Type’ and ‘New Type’ houses, and garden setting of
smaller buildings.

•

Roads defined by weathered stone walls with hedges, distinctive palm planting.

•

Buildings generally set well back from the road frontage and screened by planting.

•

The absence of fencing between properties, with side and rear boundaries marked by planting,
if at all.

•

Local crushed limestone paving to driveways and rectangular concrete pavers to footpaths.

Buildings:
•

A limited number of significant buildings and groups of buildings:
pre-war bungalows and similarly styled Post-World War II
‘Old Type’ bungalows, with linked servants quarters;
post-war ‘New Type’ married houses;
post-war free-standing servants quarters;
post-war ‘Singles’ housing (‘dongas’);
post-war two-storey singles quarters;
former mine managers’ residences, ‘Rumah Tinggi’ and ‘Seaview
Lodge’; and
early garages and carports.
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•

The cohesive appearance of buildings, due to consistent scale (generally single-storey), the
uniformity of building styles and types, and limited number of materials and finishes.

•

The pitched heavy-duty corrugated fibre cement roofs, with dark colour and distinctive features
including horizontal lines formed by overlapping sheets, ventilating ridges, ‘chunky’ gutters and
downpipes.

•

A limited number of window treatments, including windows or openings designed to provide
ventilation in tropical climates.
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1

2

3

4

6

5

7

8

9

1.

Narrow laneways, distinctive palms.

6.

Garages which relate to the heritage buildings.

2.

Roads edged by stone walls and hedges.

7.

3.

‘Landmark’ buildings.

Former servants quarters which relate to other
buildings, but have their own unique features.

4.

‘New Type’ houses set in spacious
grounds.

8.

The corrugated roofing and concrete window
hoods of ‘New Type’ houses.

5.

‘Old Type’ bungalows in large gardens
facing seaward.

9.

Roofs, windows and concrete hoods, ventilators,
concrete footings of ‘Old Type’ houses.

Contributory Elements (ie those which contribute to the character and heritage significance of the Precinct).
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B1.3.2 Elements which do not contribute to the heritage value of the precinct, to be avoided:
Townscape:
•

High corrugated metal fencing between properties.

•

Brick paving in lawns and to terraces.

•

Satellite dishes, bus shelters placed in intrusive locations.

•

Pole-mounted landscape lighting.

•

Lost stone walls and hedges.

Buildings:
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•

Loss of original roofs, gutters and downpipes.

•

Flat or very low pitched roofs.

•

New lighter-coloured roofs and gutters of inappropriate narrow ribbed metal profiles.

•

Loss of original or early building components including doors, windows, ventilating panels and
distinctive concrete ant caps.

•

Demolished or partly demolished early garages and carports.

•

Altered or infilled covered links or ways between ‘Old Type’ bungalows and servants quarters
buildings.

•

Lattice balustrades or verandah infill.

•

New decks, balustrades and pergolas which do not respect the character of heritage buildings
to which they relate.

•

New Carports and garden sheds which disrupt the cohesive appearance of heritage buildings.

•

Wall or window-mounted package AC units, especially where they can be viewed from public
places.

•

Deteriorated finishes, including paintwork.

•

New fibre-cement cladding, left unpainted.

•

Dark (recessive) coloured new window frames, some in unsuitable materials and styles.

•

Highly conspicuous light-coloured screen doors.
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1

2

4

5

7

8

3

6

9

10

1.

Uncharacteristic fencing and structures.

6.

Flat roofs and deep horizontal fascias.

2.

High boundary fencing where hedges would
be appropriate.

7.

Lattice infill and balustrades.

8.

Demolished or partly demolished garages.

3.

Too prominently located structures.

9.

4.

Temporary metal ‘makeshift’ garden
structures and conspicuously located
antennae.

Removed details, such as concrete footing
caps.

10. Mismatched roofs.

5.

Conspicuously located package AC units.

Non-contributory elements (those which detract from or diminish the character and heritage significance of the
Precinct.
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B1.4

Site requirements

Aim:
•

To preserve the historic low-density residential character of the area.

Keep:
•

All buildings of ‘exceptional’ to ‘medium’ significance identified in the HAT.

•

The spacious garden setting around the ‘Old Type’ and ‘New Type’ houses.

•

The garden setting of smaller buildings.

Avoid:
•

Re-subdividing the allotments containing ‘Old Type’ and ‘New Type’ houses and their former
servants quarters.

•

Re-subdividing grouped former ‘Singles’ housing (‘Dongas’).

The setting of ‘New (and Old) Type’ houses is enhanced by
spacious gardens, uncluttered by other structures.

The setting of the former singles’ accommodation (‘Dongas’) is enhanced by stone walls and screen
planting, or the more open landscape character of laneways.
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B1.6

New infill buildings

B1.6.1 Building siting and setbacks
Aim:
•

To ensure that the positive townscape and building characteristics of Settlement are retained.

Keep:
•

The established development patterns such as allotment size and shape, setbacks and spaces
between buildings.

•

An appropriate ‘curtilage’ or visual setting around heritage buildings.

•

All townscape and building elements which contribute to the heritage value of Settlement.

Encourage:
•

Infill buildings to be sited only where space is available, to retain an appropriate setting for
existing buildings. Preferably these sites have been identified in a strategic plan for Settlement.
Note that only limited opportunities for infill buildings in Settlement have been identified.

•

Infill buildings to be sited in a similar manner to their neighbours, with regard to the setbacks of
existing buildings from roads, laneways, seafront and from each other.

Avoid:
•

Obscuring existing views to or from heritage buildings.

•

Changing the existing distinctive man-made landform.

B1.6.2 Scale, form and character
Aim:
•

To ensure that new infill buildings are compatible with existing heritage buildings.

Encourage:
•

The building scale (height and size) to reflect the predominant single-storey scale of
surrounding heritage buildings.

•

The form (massing and building arrangement) to complement the positive characteristics of
existing heritage buildings.

•

The form to respect the proportions of neighbouring heritage buildings.

•

The character (overall design treatment or ‘style’) of infill buildings to complement the character
of neighbouring heritage buildings.

Avoid:
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•

Flat-roofed buildings.

•

Replicas of existing heritage buildings. Contemporary interpretations can be acceptable
provided that their scale, form and character enhance and do not erode the townscape and
building elements which contribute to the character of Settlement.
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B1.6.3 Details and Materials
Aim:
•

To relate to the existing materials and details which contribute to the significance of existing
heritage buildings.

Encourage:
•

The materials and details of new development to be compatible with, but not directly copy,
those of its older neighbours. The design of neighbouring heritage elements may be studied
and re-thought (re-interpreted). Detail elements might be designed in a simpler manner or in
new materials with similar proportions to the original.

•

Using building methods and materials traditional to Settlement.

Avoid:
•

Using many different materials on the same building. Existing buildings use only a few building
materials in a restrained way.

•

Using materials which do not provide the opportunity for suitable colour schemes (for example,
unrendered and unpainted brickwork, where heritage buildings have painted masonry walls).

B1.7

Garages, carports and other ancillary structures

Aim:
•

To ensure that new garages, carports and other ancillary structures are sited and designed to
respect the established pattern.

•

To retain the historic setting of existing buildings.

•

To retain gardens uncluttered.

•

To ensure that new garages, carports and other ancillary structures are compatible with
existing heritage buildings.

Encourage:
•

The siting of garages and other ancillary structures, according to the guidelines in Section
B1.5.1, provided that the privacy and amenity of neighbouring property is retained.

•

The scale (height and size) of new garages to be kept to the minimum required.

•

The form and character of garages and ancillary structures to respond to the two significant
original garage types.

Avoid:
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•

Siting garages and carport in front gardens. They should be sited off laneways, wherever
possible. Where these locations are not available, they should be sited preferably at the rear of
the main house, or at least behind the main building line.

•

Garages which require breaking new openings in existing local stone walls.
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B1.8

Colour schemes

Aim:
•

To retain the existing colour schemes of heritage buildings and landscape elements.

•

To ensure that new development responds to established colour schemes.

Encourage:
•

•

Colour schemes to reflect the historic appearance of existing buildings:
Roofs:

unpainted, darkened by ageing. New roofs should be light to dark grey
colour, not white, red or green which are uncharacteristic of early
roofs in Settlement;

Walls:

light-coloured painted masonry;

Openings
and trim:

windows of either lighter or darker colours to the walls, but not so dark
as to recede into the opening. Door and other detail components, such
as balustrades, to be painted in the same colour.

Color schemes for infill buildings to refer to those of their neighbours, rather than be a direct
copy of existing. A similar range of colours to those recommended above for existing buildings
to be used.

Avoid:
•

Introducing new colours which are substantially different from the established character of
heritage buildings.

•

Dark, recessive or contrasting colours on windows, doors or other detail components.

•

Window jambs, frames and glazing bars painted in different or contrasting colours.

•

Paint-finished garden walls.

B1.9

Fences and garden walls

Aim:
•

To retain and enhance existing significant landscape elements.

Keep:
•

Low stone walls with hedges behind.

•

The open, unfenced character of the seaward side of the ‘Old Type’ bungalows.

Encourage:
•

Boundaries between properties and along laneways to be defined by shrubs and hedges.

•

The use of characteristic traditional stone walls, where new retaining or garden walls are
required.

Avoid:
•
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Proprietary of pre-fabricated boundary fences, such as ‘colorbond’ metal or wood paling. Use
open wire mesh or ARC mesh fences only where required for safety reasons, such as around
pools. These should be the minimum height required for the purpose and screened by
planting.
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B1.10 Paving and Landscaping
Aim:
•

To retain the historic garden setting of buildings and highly vegetated character of Settlement.

Keep:
•

The large areas of lawns in front of dwellings.

•

Existing mature tree and palm planting.

•

Existing hedge and shrub planting, defining edges to roads and boundaries between properties.

•

Driveways and garages in their existing locations, in preference to relocating car parking.

Encourage:
•

New paved areas, if required, to be the minimum area possible. Preferably they should be
located at the rear of dwellings or where least visible from public places.

•

New driveways, if required, to be designed to the minimum width standards and preferably
located at the side or rear of laneways if access is available, to avoid breaking through stone
walls.

•

The use of traditional materials for paving, such as crushed limestone for driveways and vehicle
parking areas, and 600mm by 500mm concrete pavers for footpaths and terraces.

•

Re-establishment of hedges along roads and between properties, planted with Hibiscus and
red and green Colis.

•

New planting to be of a size and species at maturity which relates to the existing planting.

•

Car parking areas for multiple dwellings to be laid out according to accepted standards (AS
2890) and landscaped. Areas to be paved with crushed limestone, not bituminous asphalt.

Avoid:
•

Uncharacteristic paving material, such as brick or tile, unless it cannot be seen from roads or
other public places.

•

Breaking new openings in existing stone walls for driveways.

•

The removal of trees and shrubs, unless with the consent of Council.

Local stone walls, hedges and lawns contribute to the
garden setting of ‘New Type’ houses.
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Hedges along roads and laneways screen properties
and give privacy.
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B1.11 Public Domain
Aim:
•

To retain positive townscape elements, which are located on public land or are the
responsibility of Council.

Keep:
•

The existing pattern and formation of roads and laneways.

Encourage:
•

Ancillary structures such as bus shelters to relate sympathetically to the character, details and
materials of existing heritage buildings.

•

The implementation of a landscape program on public lands to reinforce the landscape aims of
this DCP.

Avoid:
•

Change to road or laneway width, alignment, gradient or paving.

•

Introducing kerbs in laneways.

The Precinct would benefit from a landscape program on public lands, such as
reinstating hedges behind local stone walls and reinforcing distinctive pockets of
palms.
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B1.13 Heritage Assessment Table — Settlement Residential Precinct
The following Heritage Assessment Table (HAT) assesses the individual significance of every
individual building within the Settlement Residential Precinct.
The buildings have been identified according to the Christmas Island Location Number. A brief
description of each building and its significance is stated along with a brief management policy for
each place.
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‘Seaview’ Manager’s House.

Entrance Arbour.

Servant’s Quarters.

Garage.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No140

Manager’s
House
‘Seaview’

Substantially intact, two-storey
rendered masonry residence in large
garden setting with mature trees.
Original porte cochere to entrance
(seaward) elevation and terrace to
south elevation with original concrete
balustrades.
Corrugated asbestos cement hipped
roofs and asbestos cement guttering.
Intrusive A/C units in window
openings and walls.
Some original steel-framed windows,
some new aluminium sliding windows.

Designed as the grandest residence on
the Island to reflect the dominant
position of the BPC Manager and to
provide for the performance of his many
social and semi-formal duties.
Formal gardens, Servant’s Quarters
and garage are integral to the
presentation of house as most
important residence.
Associated with the mine under the
control of BPC and symbolic of the
social attitudes that characterise
colonial industrial enterprises.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Prepare a Conservation Management Plan for
buildings and landscape.
Retain overall building form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain and reinstate original landscape features
Retain existing covered way between buildings.
Setting is compromised by neighbouring residential
block, screen with landscaping.

Garden

Terraced gardens, with stone retaining
walls.
Entrance arbour from laneway.
Mature landscaping, including many
landmark palms along waterfront.

Aesthetic significance as the most
formal garden on the Island. Provides
appropriate setting for the Manager’s
Residence
Demonstrates Colonial forms of
ostentation.

High

Servant’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey,
rendered masonry structure.
New aluminium sliding windows to
original openings.
Original covered walkway to main
residence.
Double garage with workshop,
corrugated asbestos cladding to gable
roof and walls.

Integral component of original function
of house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

Built by BPC. Reflects the provision of
garages to the European senior staff.

Medium

Garage

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term.
Relocate satellite dish to less intrusive position.
If aluminium windows are replaced, the
reinstatement of more appropriate detailed window
sashes is encouraged.
Install less intrusive airconditioning system.
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MQ 20.

Front yard.

MQ 20.

Garage and mature palm.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No141

MQ 20
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
Two bed
type

Generally intact, single storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof
and asbestos gutters and new pvc
downpipes.
Original steel-framed windows and
fibro vertical louvred opening to living
space and cantilevered rendered
window hoods.
Intrusive A/C units in window and wall
openings.
New deck to west with timber-framed
pergola and metal deck roof sheeting.
Brick piers, steel posts and timber
privacy screen to deck.
Modification of original opening to
french doors on to deck.
Mature trees in terraced garden with
stone retaining walls.
Variations in pavement finishes
inappropriate.
Single garage, corrugated asbestos
cement cladding to gable roof and
walls.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war-years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.
One of five remaining two-bed types.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form
Conserve in accordance with the Settlement
Conservation Plan, prepared by Palassis Architects,
1998.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping and garden setting of
house.

Added by BPC.
Demonstrates European use of cars in
contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

Garage

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
Render brick piers of pergola.
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MQ17.

MQ17.

SQ320.

SQ320.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No142

MQ 17
Post-war
‘Old Type’
Married
Quarters

Substantially intact residence in large
garden setting with mature trees.
New aluminium fascia gutter and pvc
downpipe over entrance.
Original central staircase to front
facade.
Original weatherboards to gable ends
and walls.
Original ‘whitco’ hopper windows.
Original timber sliding windows
replaced with aluminium sashes.

One of eight examples in settlement of
important housing type built by CIP Co
1948-1950.
Demonstrates pre-war phase design
approach associated with CIP Co.
Demonstrates evolution of pre-war
bungalow design and materials.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigious location with
ocean views.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Relocate existing downpipe to return against wall.
Retain early garage type.
Retain existing covered way between buildings.

Generally intact, single storey
rendered masonry structure.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet,
asymmetrical gabled roof with
elevated ventilated section over
original kitchen and laundry.
Some original timber shutters,
replaced with glass louvres.
Original timber ledged and braced
doors.
Corrugated asbestos sheet gabled
roof and wall cladding.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

The garage was added by BPC.
Demonstrates European use of cars in
contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

SQ320
Servant's
Quarters

Garage

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
Existing pvc downpipe should be painted to match
wall colour.
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
timber sashes to original details is strongly
encouraged.
Reinstate timber cross-bracing detail to entrance stair
balustrade.
Install less intrusive airconditioning system.
Reinstate timber picket detail to subfloor space.
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MQ18.

Garage at rear of MQ18.

Garage.

SQ321 (behind carport).

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No143

MQ 18
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters

Generally intact, single storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof.
No original existing rainwater goods.
Unsympathetic awning over entrance
with metal deck roof and aluminium
guttering.
Original steel-framed windows with
cantilevered rendered window hoods.
Intrusive A/C units in window and wall
openings.
New deck to east with timber-framed
awning structure supported from
window hood and clear roof sheeting.
Modification of original opening to
french doors onto deck.
Aluminium mesh fly screen doors.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war-years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location. One of five remaining
two-bed types
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Fly screens should be painted in a dark colour to
minimise visual impact.

SQ321
Servant’s
Quarters

Substantially intact, rendered masonry
structure. Corrugated asbestos sheet
gable roof.

High

Garage

Double garage, corrugated asbestos
cement cladding to gable roof and
walls.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.
The garage was added by BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
Remove identified unsympathetic additions.
If rainwater goods reinstated, they should be in
appropriate profiles.
Relocate downpipe at entrance against wall.

Medium

Page 37

CI Heritage Assessment Table
Part B 1 — Settlement Residential Precinct

MQ19.

MQ19.

SQ322.

SQ322.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No144

MQ19
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
3 bed type

Generally intact, single storey
rendered masonry residence.
New colourbond cladding to gabled
roof. No existing rainwater goods.
Intrusive A/C units in window and wall
openings. Original windows replaced
with new aluminium sliding windows.
Modification of original openings to
new aluminium-framed doors to front
and side decks. Original whitco
hopper windows modified to
aluminium type.
New timber-framed deck to north with
steel post supports and unsympathetic
metal balustrading. Original entrance
stairs left in situ.
Unsympathetic awning over entrance
with metal deck roof sheeting.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war-years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location. One of five remaining
two-bed types
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Retain existing covered way between buildings.
Fly screens should be painted in a dark colour to
minimise visual impact.

Substantially intact, with original
kitchen and laundry fittings. Rendered
masonry structure with corrugated
asbestos sheet gable roof.
Original timber shutters to openings
and timber doors.
Double garage, corrugated asbestos
cement cladding to gable roof and
walls.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

The garage was added by BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

SQ322
Servant’s
Quarters

Garage

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, appropriate profiles
should be used.
When existing windows replaced the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
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MQ14.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

SQ314 and garage.
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Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No145

MQ14
Post-war
‘Old Type’
Married
Quarters

Generally intact residence in large
garden setting with mature trees.
Original asbestos cement gutter over
entrance stairs.
New metal colourbond roofing.
Original central staircase with timber
balsustrading to front facade.
Original weatherboards to gable ends
and walls.
Timber sliding windows to verandah.

One of eight examples in settlement of
important housing type built by CIP Co
1948-1950.
Demonstrates pre-war phase design
approach associated with CIP Co.
Demonstrates evolution of pre-war
bungalow design and materials.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigious location with
ocean views.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Retain covered way between buildings.

The garage was added by BPC.
Demonstrates European use of cars in
contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Low

SQ314
Servant’s
Quarters

Garage

Generally intact, single storey
rendered masonry structure.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet,
asymmetrical gabled roof with
elevated ventilated section with
original covered way to residence.
Original timber shutters replaced with
aluminium framed windows and
awning hoods.
Prefabricated, metal-framed, single
garage with corrugated asbestos
sheet gabled roof and wall cladding.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

High

Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
timber sashes to original detailing is strongly
encouraged.
Reinstate timber cross bracing to entrance stair
balustrade.
Reinstate timber picket detail to subfloor space.
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Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Garage and SQ317.
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CL/No146

MQ15
Post-war
‘Old Type’
Married
Quarters

Substantially intact residence in large
garden setting with mature trees.
Original gutter remains over entrance
stairs.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
roof.
Original central staircase with timber
balustrade to front facade.
Original weatherboards to gable ends
and walls.
Timber sliding windows to verandah.

One of eight examples in settlement of
important housing type built by CIP Co
1948-1950.
Demonstrates pre-war phase design
approach associated with CIP Co.
Demonstrates evolution of pre-war
bungalow design and materials.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigious location with
ocean views.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Retain existing covered way between buildings.

The garage was added by BPC.
Demonstrates European use of cars in
contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

SQ317
Servant’s
Quarters

Garage

Substantially intact, single storey
rendered masonry structure.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet,
asymmetrical gabled roof with
elevated ventilating section and
original chimney over the kitchen and
laundry.
Original timber shutters replaced with
glass louvres.
Single garage, steel-framed structure
with corrugated asbestos sheet
gabled roof and wall cladding.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

High

Long Term
Reinstate original picket detail to sub floor space.
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
Reinstate timber cross bracing to entrance stair
balustrades.
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Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Garage.
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CL/No147

MQ16
Post-war
‘Old Type’
Married
Quarters

Substantially intact residence in large
garden setting with mature trees.
No rainwater goods existing.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
roof.
Original central staircase with timber
balustrade to front facade modified.
Original weatherboards to gable ends
and walls.
Timber sliding windows to verandah.
Modified aluminium whitco hopper
windows.

One of eight examples in settlement of
important housing type built by CIP Co
1948-1950.
Demonstrates pre-war phase design
approach associated with CIP Co.
Demonstrates evolution of pre-war
bungalow design and materials.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigious location with
ocean views.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.
The garage was added by BPC.
Demonstrates European use of cars in
contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

SQ318
Servant’s
Quarters

Substantially intact, single storey
rendered masonry structure.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet,
asymmetrical gabled roof.

Garage

Single garage, steel-framed structure
with corrugated asbestos sheet
gabled roof and wall cladding.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
Reinstate original picket detail to sub floor space.
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
Install less intrusive airconditioning system.
High

Medium
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MQ21.

SQ319.

Garage and SQ319 behind.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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CL/No148

MQ21
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
3-bed type

Generally intact, single storey
rendered masonry residence.
New metal colourbond gabled roof
with aluminium fascia gutter over
entrance only.
Original steel-framed windows, some
aluminium sliding window
replacements.
Original fibro vertical louvre openings
to living area.
Original cantilevered window hoods
replaced with fibro awning.
Intrusive A/C units in window and wall
openings.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war-years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location. One of five remaining
two-bed types
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Substantially intact, rendered masonry
structure. Corrugated asbestos sheet
assymetrical gable roof.
Original chimney over kitchen and
laundry.
New double garage, steel-framed,
metal deck cladding to skillion roof
and walls.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

SQ319
Servant’s
Quarters

Garage

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated should be in appropriate
profiles.
Reinstate more appropriate window hoods.
Reinstatement of more appropriate detailed window
sashes when aluminium replaced.
New garage with more appropriate form and siting.
Install less intrusive airconditioning system.

No
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MQ22.

SQ316.

SQ316 and garage.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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CL/No149

MQ22
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
3-bed type

Substantially intact, single storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof with ventilating ridge
capping, asbestos gutter and
downpipes.
Original steel-framed windows.
Original fibro vertical louvre openings
to living area.
Original cantilevered rendered window
hood side hood replaced with fibro
awning.
Intrusive A/C units in window and wall
openings.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war-years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location. One of five remaining
two-bed types
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Substantially intact, rendered masonry
structure. Corrugated asbestos sheet
assymetrical gable roof.
Original chimney over kitchen and
laundry.
Original timber shutters.
Single garage, steel-framed,
corrugated asbestos cladding to gable
roof and walls.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

The garage was added by BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

SQ316
Servant’s
Quarters

Garage

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
Reinstate more appropriate window hoods.
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MQ23.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

SQ316 and rear of garage.
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CL/No150

MQ23
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
3-bed type

Intact, single storey rendered masonry
residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof with ventilating ridge
capping, asbestos gutter and
downpipes.
Original steel-framed windows.
Original fibro vertical louvre openings
to living area. Original rendered
window hoods. Original multi-paned,
glazed timber framed entrance door.
A/C units in wall openings not visible
from street.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war-years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.. One of five remaining
two-bed types.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Continued maintenance of original fabric is
encouraged.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Generally intact, rendered masonry
structure. Corrugated asbestos sheet
assymetrical gable roof.
Original chimney over kitchen and
laundry.
Makeshift metal clad infill of verandah.
New glass louvres in original
openings.
Single garage, rendered masonry,
corrugated asbestos gable roof.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

The garage was added by BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

SQ315
Servants
Quarters

Garage

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
Remove intrusive infill to verandah of Servant’s
Quarters.
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MQ12. Modification to covered way.

SQ312.

Garden Shed.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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CL/No154

MQ12
Post-war
‘Old Type’
Married
Quarters

Extensively modified residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
roof. No rainwater goods existing.
New unsympathetic timber framed
deck extension to front and side
facades, timber brace balustrade,
metal deck skillion roof over. Original
central staircase remaining beneath
deck.
New unpainted timber weatherboards
to gable ends and walls.
Intrusive new large aluminium sliding
windows and glass block windows.
Original sub floor picket details in situ.
New unsympathetic, timber lattice
balsutrades.
Modified, single storey rendered
masonry structure. New concrete
block infill of verandah.
New metal colourbond asymmetrical
gabled roof.
New aluminium windows.
Single garage, rendered masonry with
corrugated asbestos sheet skillion
roof. Metal clad garden shed.

One of eight examples in settlement of
important housing type built by CIP Co
1948-1950.
Demonstrates pre-war phase design
approach associated with CIP Co.
Demonstrates evolution of pre-war
bungalow design and materials.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigious location with
ocean views.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Paint new weatherboard walls in appropriate colour
scheme.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

The garage was added by BPC.
Demonstrates European use of cars in
contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

SQ312
Servant’s
Quarters

Garage

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
Reinstate original picket detail to sub floor space.
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
Remove identified unsympathetic modifications and
reinstate with more appropriate detailing.
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SQ313.

MQ13.

Garage.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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CL/No155

MQ13
Post-war
‘Old Type’
Married
Quarters

Substantially intact residence in large
garden setting with mature trees.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
roof.
No rainwater goods existing.
Original central staircase with timber
balustrade to front facade.
Original weatherboards to gable ends
and walls.
Timber sliding windows to verandah.
Intrusive A/C unit in window opening.

One of eight examples in settlement of
important housing type built by CIP Co
1948-1950.
Demonstrates pre-war phase design
approach associated with CIP Co.
Demonstrates evolution of pre-war
bungalow design and materials.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigious location with
ocean views.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

The garage was added by BPC.
Demonstrates European use of cars in
contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

SQ313
Servant’s
Quarters

Garage

Substantially intact, single storey
rendered masonry structure.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet,
asymmetrical gabled roof with
elevated ventilating section.
New metal deck roof over covered
way to residence.
Single garage, steel-framed structure
with corrugated asbestos sheet
gabled roof and wall cladding.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

High

Long Term
Reinstate original picket detail to sub floor space.
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
Install less intrusive airconditioning system.
Reinstate original gabled roof detail to covered way
between buildings.
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Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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CL/No156

MQ10
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
2-bed type

Generally intact, single storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof with ventilating ridge
capping.
Original steel-framed windows, some
replaced by aluminium sliding and
timber double hung windows.
Original fibro vertical louvre openings
to living area.
Original rendered cantilevered window
hoods.
Original multi-paned, glazed timber
framed entrance door.
Steel pipe balustrade to entrance
stairs.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war-years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the
traditional tropical design practices
evident in pre-war bungalows largely
as a consequence of the introduction
of electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location. One of five remaining
two-bed types.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Continued maintenance of original fabric is
encouraged.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

The garage was added by BPC and
demonstrates the European use of
cars in contrast to facilities provided
for other classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

No associated Servant’s Quarters.

Garage

Shared garage with MQ32 not visible
from street.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
When existing timber sashes windows replaced, the
reinstatement of sashes to original details is strongly
recommended.
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Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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CL/No157

MQ32
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
3-bed type

Generally intact, single storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof with ventilating ridge
capping and new rainwater goods.
Original steel-framed windows, some
replaced by aluminium sliding
windows.
Original cantilevered rendered window
hoods.
Original multi-paned, glazed timber
framed entrance door.
Original fibro vertical louvre opening to
living area, one modified to french
doors onto new timber framed deck at
front of house. Unsympathetic timber
balustrade.
New clear, acrylic skillion roof over
deck extension.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war-years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location. One of five remaining
two-bed types.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Continued maintenance of original fabric is
encouraged.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

The garage was added by BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

Garage

No associated Servant’s Quarters.
Shared garage with MQ10 not visible
from street.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
Replace unsympathetic elements with more
appropriate design and materials.
When aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement
of sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
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MQ11.

SQ311.

Garage.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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CL/No158

MQ11
Post-war
‘Old Type’
Married
Quarters

Substantially intact residence in large
garden setting with mature trees.
New metal clourbond roof. No
rainwater goods existing.
Original central staircase to front
facade modified to incorporate deck
extension. Sub floor space of
extension inappropriately enclosed
with rendered masonry wall. New
timber framed deck and stairs with
unsympathetic timber balustrades and
posts.
Original weatherboards to gable ends
and walls.
Timber sliding windows to verandah.
Original Whitco hopper window detail.
Substantially intact, single storey
rendered masonry structure.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet,
asymmetrical gabled roof . Glass
louvre openings.
Single garage, steel-framed structure
with corrugated asbestos sheet wall
cladding (roof sheeting removed).

One of eight examples in settlement of
important housing type built by CIP Co
1948-1950.
Demonstrates pre-war phase design
approach associated with CIP Co.
Demonstrates evolution of pre-war
bungalow design and materials.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigious location with
ocean views.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Assessment Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Reinstate roof to garage with appropriate materials.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.
The garage was added by BPC.
Demonstrates European use of cars in
contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

High

SQ311
Servant’s
Quaters
Garage

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
Reinstate original picket detail to sub floor space.
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
Replace unsympathetic elements with more
appropriate design and materials.

Medium
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VQ2.

Garage.

Garage.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998
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CL/No159

VQ2
Visitor’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single storey
rendered masonry residence well
screened from main road by mature
landscaping.
Corrugated asbestos cement roof.
Original steel-framed windows.
Triple steel post support to front
porch.
Original cantilevered rendered window
hoods replaced with fibro awning.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war-years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location. One of two visitor
accommodation residences.
The garage was added by BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

High

Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Garage

Single garage, rendered masonry
structure with skillion roof.
Intrusive metal garage door.

Prepared for the Shire of Christmas Island by
Godden Mackay Logan November 1998

Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated should be in appropriate
profiles.
Replace garage door with more appropriate material.

Medium
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MQ24.

MQ24.

Garage.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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CL/No.160

MQ24
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
Two-bed
type

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry residence.
New corrugated metal sheet gabled
roof.
New, appropriately detailed aluminium
casement windows with horizontal
glazing bars. Original vertical fibro,
louvred openings to living space and
cantilevered rendered window hoods.
A/C units in side wall.
New fly-screen doors at entrance.
No associated Servant’s Quarters.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
One of six remaining two-bed types.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Garage

Double garage, rendered masonry
structure with asbestos cement sheet
skillion roof. Located in large open
space with a large gap in landscaping
to the street alignment.

The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
Landscape around garage and to street alignment
and create a smaller opening for car access to the
street.
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Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.161

MQ25
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
Two-bed
Type

Substantially intact, single storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof and gutter with PVC
downpipes.
Original steel-framed casement
windows with horizontal glazing bars.
Original vertical fibro, louvred
openings to living space and
cantilevered rendered window hoods.
Original timber-framed glazed doors
with glazing bars.
Intrusive A/C units in wall openings.
Mature trees in garden.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
One of six remaining two-bed types.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Garage

Not visible from street

The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium
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Long Term
Install less intrusive airconditioning system.
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Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.162

MQ31
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
Three bed
type

Single-storey rendered masonry
residence.
New corrugated metal sheet gabled
roof with PVC downpipes and
appropriately detailed metal gutter.
New inappropriate aluminium sliding
and fixed windows. Original
cantilevered window hoods.
Central louvre opening from living
area modified to french doors onto
terrace extension to the west. Awning
extension from window hood with
rendered masonry posts and skillion
metal roof with deep fascia.
Metal-clad garden shed in poor
condition and intrusive on building’s
setting.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location. One of ten two-bed
types converted to three bedrooms in
the 1960s.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Garage

Double garage shared with
neighbouring residence. Rendered
masonry structure with gabled roof.

The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium
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Long Term
Replacement of garden shed with more appropriate
structure.
The replacement of windows with more appropriate
type is encouraged.
Replacement of rear corrugated metal fence with less
intrusive materials.
Less intrusive siting of satellite dish.
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Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.163

MQ5
Pre-war
Bungalow

Modified bungalow residence.
Single-storey structure elevated on
rendered piers with timber picket
detail to subfloor space. New
colourbond hipped roof. Open
verandah to part of front facade with
timber cross-brace balustrade. New
inappropriate window replacements
including aluminium-framed bay
window with colonial glazing bars infill
to verandah and new large aluminium
sliding windows to the north facade.
New inappropriate Stegbar entrance
door. New ‘hardiplank’ weatherboard
wall cladding. New side deck
extension to rear with solid subfloor
walls.
Not visible from street.

Amongst oldest surviving buildings in
Settlement and the Island.
Associated with Japanese occupation
of the Island between 1942—45.
Demonstrates development of colonial
architecture for tropical conditions.
Associated with the CIP Co and the
pre-war phases of operation of mine.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigious location with
ocean views. Demonstrates the
provision of staff accommodation by
mining company in remote location in
pre-war, English period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain and minimise further changes to original fabric.
Paint finish required to hardiplank weatherboard in
appropriate colour.
Retain mature landscaping.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.
The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

High

SQ306

Garage

Rendered masonry double garage
with no doors. Corrugated asbestos
cement skillion roof.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
Replace entrance door with more appropriate.

Medium
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Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No164

MQ30
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters

Modified single-storey rendered
masonry residence.
Corrugated colourbond gabled roof
with appropriate aluminium gutter
section and PVC downpipe’s.
New aluminium-framed windows with
colonial glazing bars. Original
rendered cantilevered window hoods.
New appropriate extension to rear
including addition to bedroom wing
with gabled roof over and covered
patio area with skillion roof and
rendered masonry posts.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
One of six remaining two-bed types.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to remaining original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Shared double garage with
neighbouring residence. Rendered
masonry structure with asbestos
cement skillion roof.

The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

Garage

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
If existing windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is encouraged.
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Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No165

MQ6
Pre-war
Bungalow

Administrator’s residence.
Modified bungalow residence with
substantial original fabric.
Single-storey structure elevated on
rendered piers with timber picket
detail to subfloor space. New
‘Colorbond’ hipped roof with
aluminium fascia gutter over deck.
Original entrance stair removed and
replaced by side deck extension and
new entrance. New side deck on
rendered piers extends beyond
original building footprint with timber
cross-brace balustrade.
Inappropriate external light fittings.
Original timber weatherboards to
gable ends. A/C unit split-system
motor appropriately located beneath
house. Solar HWS on rear roof face.
Inappropriate brick paving.
Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure with
corrugated asbestos cement gable
roof. New aluminium-framed windows.
Solar HWS on rear roof face.

Amongst oldest surviving buildings in
Settlement and the Island.
Associated with Japanese occupation
of the Island between 1942—45.
Demonstrates development of colonial
architecture for tropical conditions.
Associated with the CIP Co and the
pre-war phases of operation of mine.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigious location with
ocean views. Demonstrates the
provision of staff accommodation by
mining company in remote location in
pre-war, English period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain and minimise further changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Retain covered walkway between buildings.
The reinstatement of hibiscus hedge to street
alignment is encouraged.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

Not visible from street.

The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

SQ307
Servant’s
Quaters

Garage
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Long Term
Replace paving with crushed limestone finish.
Replace external lighting with more sympathetic
scheme.
Replace guttering with more appropriate section.
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Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.166

MQ7
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters
Three Bed
Type.

Substantially intact, single-storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof with ventilating ridge. New
PVC rainwater goods.
Original steel-framed casement
windows with horizontal glazing bars.
Some windows replaced with
aluminium sliding sashes. Original
vertical fibro, louvred openings to
living space and cantilevered window
hoods. Original timber-framed glazed
doors with glazing bars. Intrusive A/C
units in wall openings.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
One of ten two-bed types converted to
three bedrooms in the 1960s.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

SQ308
Servant’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure with
corrugated asbestos cement gable
roof. New aluminium-framed windows.

High

Garage

Single garage with corrugated
asbestos cement clad walls and gable
roof.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.
The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
Replacement of aluminium sliding windows with
appropriately detailed casement sashes is
encouraged.
Install less instrusive airconditioning system.

Medium
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Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No167

MQ8
Pre-war
Bungalow

Generally intact bungalow residence
elevated on rendered piers.
Single-storey structure with asbestos
cement hipped roof gutter over
original central, entrance stairs.
Original timber weatherboards to
gable ends. Verandah infilled with
combination of fixed louvres, modified
‘whitco’ hoppers, timber-framed sliding
sashes and aluminium sashes.
Appropriate concrete pavers.

Amongst oldest surviving buildings in
Settlement and the Island.
Associated with Japanese occupation
of the Island between 1942—45.
Demonstrates development of colonial
architecture for tropical conditions.
Associated with the CIP Co and the
pre-war phases of operation of mine.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigious location with
ocean views. Demonstrates the
provision of staff accommodation by
mining company in remote location in
pre-war, English period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to remaining original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Retain covered way between buildings.

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure with
colourbond metal sheet gable roof.
Solar HWS on roof.
New aluminium-framed windows.
Covered walkway to main residence
infilled with fibro walls.
Not visible from street.

The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

SQ309
Servant's
Quarters

Garage

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, the use of rectangular
section guttering and round downpipes is encouraged.
Reinstate timber picket detail to subfloor area.
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Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.168

MQ9
Post-war
‘Old Type’
Married
Quarters

Generally intact, residence in large
garden setting with mature trees.
Corrugated asbestos, cement sheet
gabled roof. No existing rainwater
goods.
Front deck modification from 1950s
with awning structure over entrance.
Original weatherboards to gable ends
and walls.
Original ‘Whitco’ hopper windows.
Original timber sliding windows.
New unsympathetic addition to east
facade that breaks roof line.
Substantially intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure.
Corrugated asbestos cement,
asymetrical gabled roof.
Original timber shutters replaced with
fixed aluminium-framed windows.
Not visible from street.

One of eight examples in Settlement of
important housing type built by CIP Co
in 1948—1950.
Demonstrates pre-war phase design
approach associated with CIP Co.
Demonstrates evolution of pre-war
bungalow design and materials.
Fine, attractive and comfortable
residence in prestigous location with
ocean views.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Retain existing covered way between buildings.

The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

SQ310
Servant’s
Quarters

Garage
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Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
Remove unsympathetic addition and replace with
more sympathetic form.
High
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Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.207

Donga121
Single
Men’s
Quarters

Generally intact single-storey
rendered masonry structure in mature
landscaped setting.
Corrugated asbestos cement gable
roof.
No existing rainwater goods.
Original steel-framed casement
windows and ‘whitco’ hoppers.
Aluminium-framed flyscreen door.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation for single males by
mining company in remote location.
As for Donga 121.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

High

As for Donga 121.

As for Donga 121.

High

As for Donga 121.

As for Donga 121.

High

As for Donga 121.

No

Long Term
Replace with more sympathetic garage/carport
structure.

Donga122
Single
Men’s
Quarters
Donga123
Single
Men’s
Quarters
Donga124
Single
Men’s
Quarters
Garage

As for Donga 121 with roof extension
to side and entrance facades with
metal roof sheeting and shade cloth
walls.
As for Donga 121.

As for Donga 121.

Intrusive, prefabricated metal structure
with steel post and roof trusses with
metal deck gable roof.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace flyscreen doors with more sympathetic type
or paint a dark colour.
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Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.208

VQ1
Visitors’
Quarters

Substantially intact, single-storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof.
No existing rainwater goods.
Original steel-framed casement
windows with horizontal glazing bars.
Entrance porch with double steel post
supports and concrete awning.
Original timber-framed glazed doors
with glazing bars.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
The Servant’s Quarters are an integral
component of the original function of
the house.
Demonstrates class relationships of
colonial society of the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Mature trees in garden.
SQ323

Substantially intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure.
Corrugated asbestos cement,
assymetrical gabled roof.
Original timber shutters and ledged
and braced doors.
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Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.

High
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Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.212

Donga114
Single
Men’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure in mature
landscaped setting.
Corrugated asbestos cement gabled
roof and gutter.
Original steel-framed windows, some
new aluminium hopper windows.
Aluminium-framed flyscreen to
entrance door.
Steel posts to front porch and timber
lattice balustrade.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
As for Donga 114.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

High

As for Donga 114.

As for Donga 114.

High

As for Donga 114.

Donga115
Single
Men’s
Quarters
Donga116
Single
Men’s
Quarters

As for Donga 114.

As for Donga 114 with new aluminium
fascia gutter over entrance only. No
balustrade to porch. Front stone wall
damaged.
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Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace flyscreen doors with more sympathetic type
or paint a dark colour.
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Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

Donga117
Single
Men’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure in mature
landscaped setting.
Corrugated asbestos cement gabled
roof and gutter.
Original steel-framed windows, some
new aluminium hopper windows.
Aluminium-framed flyscreen to
entrance door.
Steel posts to front porch and timber
lattice balustrade.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
As for Donga 117.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

High

As for Donga 117.

As for Donga 117 with new aluminium
fascia gutter over entrance only. Steel
pipe balustrade.

As for Donga 117.

High

As for Donga 117.

As for Donga 117 with steel pipe
balustrade.

As for Donga 117.

High

As for Donga 117.

Donga118
Single
Men’s
Quarters
Donga119
Single
Men’s
Quarters
Donga120
Single
Men’s
Quarters

As for Donga 117 with decorative
timber privacy screen to porch.
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Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace flyscreen doors with more sympathetic type
or paint a dark colour.
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Number
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Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.213

Donga101
Single
Men’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure in mature
landscaped setting.
Corrugated asbestos cement gabled
roof and gutter.
Original steel-framed windows, some
new aluminium hopper windows.
Aluminium framed fly screen to
entrance door.
Steel posts to front porch and timber
lattice balustrade.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

High

As for Donga 101.

High

As for Donga 101.

Garage

Three-side rendered masonry
structure. Two car garage with
asbestos cement skillion roof.

Donga103
Single
Men’s
Quarters
Donga104
Single
Men’s
Quarters

As for Donga 101.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.
As for Donga 101.

As for Donga 101.

As for Donga 101.
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Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace flyscreen doors with more sympathetic type
or paint a dark colour.
Medium
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Number
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Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

Donga105
Single
Men’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure in mature
landscaped setting.
Corrugated asbestos cement gabled
roof and gutter.
Original steel-framed windows, some
new aluminium hopper windows.
Aluminium-framed flyscreen to
entrance door.
Steel posts to front porch and timber
lattice balustrade.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
As for Donga 105.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

High

As for Donga 105.

The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

As for Donga 106.

Donga106
Single
Men’s
Quarters
Garage

As for Donga 105.

Three-sided rendered masonry
structure.
Two-car garage with central steel
support post. Corrugated asbestos
cement skillion roof.
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Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace flyscreen doors with more sympathetic type
or paint a dark colour.
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Management/Comment

CL/No.214

Donga102
Single
Men’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure in mature
landscaped setting.
Corrugated asbestos cement gabled
roof and gutter.
Original steel-framed windows, some
new aluminium hopper windows.
Aluminium-framed flyscreen to
entrance door.
Steel posts to front porch and timber
lattice balustrade.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace flyscreen doors with more sympathetic type
or paint a dark colour.
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D110.

D111.

D112.

D113.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No215

Donga110
Single
Men’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure in mature
landscaped setting.
Corrugated asbestos cement gabled
roof and gutter.
Original steel-framed windows, some
new aluminium hopper windows.
Aluminium-framed flyscreen to
entrance door.
Steel posts to front porch and timber
lattice balustrade.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

As for Donga 110..

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
As for Donga 110.

High

As for Donga 110.

As for Donga 110.

As for Donga 110.

High

As for Donga 110.

As for Donga 110.

As for Donga 110.

High

As for Donga 110.

Donga111
Single
Men’s
Quarters
Donga112
Single
Men’s
Quarters

Donga113
Single
Men’s
Quarters
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Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace flyscreen doors with more sympathetic type
or paint a dark colour.
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SW133—136.

SW 137—140

Parking spaces beside SW133—136.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.335

SW133-136
Single
Women’s
Quarters

Two-storey rendered masonry block of
four flats. Corrugated asbestos
cement gabled roof and gutter.
Original steel-framed windows
replaced with aluminium hopper
windows.
Original cantilevered rendered window
hoods.
Original multi-paned timber entrance
doors.
Original staircase with steel
balustrade.
New intrusive deck to the front of one
unit with inappropriate timber lattice
balustrade.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Avoid different window types and materials in
multiple-use dwellings.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

As for SW133—136.

As for SW133—136.

High

CL/No.336

SW137-140
Single
Women’s
Quarters
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Long Term
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace intrusive elements with more appropriate
design.
Landscape between residential blocks to minimise
intrusive open space by creating a landscape screen
wall with car parking behind.
As for SW133—136.
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MQ27.
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MQ27, garage.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No375

MQ27
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters

Generally intact, single storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof.
No original existing rainwater goods.
Original steel-framed windows with
cantilevered rendered window hoods.
Intrusive A/C units in window and wall
openings.
Aluminium mesh flyscreen doors.
No associated Servant’s Quarters.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Flyscreens should be painted in a dark colour to
minimise visual impact.

Garage

Single-storey, rendered masonry
structure at rear of property.

Garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

Carport

Intrusive steel-framed, open carport
structure with metal-clad gable roof.
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Long Term
Utilise original garage and remove intrusive carport
structure or create landscaped screen to street
alignment with narrow opening for car entrance.

No
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MQ26.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.376

MQ26
Post-war
‘New Type’
Married
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof.
No original existing rainwater goods.
Original steel-framed windows with
cantilevered rendered window hoods.
Intrusive A/C units in window and wall
openings.
New intrusive addition and deck to
east with skillion roof.
Intrusive blank rendered wall of
extension to street facade.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Flyscreens should be painted in a dark colour to
minimise visual impact.
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Long Term
Create landscaped screen wall to street alignment to
minimise impact of side addition.
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School.

D107.

D108.

D109.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Page 104

CI Heritage Assessment Table
Part B 1 — Settlement Residential Precinct

Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.406

School

Single-storey, long rectangular
building set back and oriented
parallel with main road.
Corrugated asbestos cement-clad
walls and gable roof with
verandah along east facade.
Steel pipe balustrading.
New aluminium windows.
Unsympathetic cyclone mesh
fence along stone wall to street
alignment.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Conserve in accordance with the Settlement
Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis
Architects, 1998.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

CL/No.423

Donga107
Single
Men’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure in
mature landscaped setting.
Corrugated asbestos cement
gabled roof and gutter.
Original steel-framed windows,
some new aluminium hopper
windows. Aluminium-framed
flyscreen to entrance door.
Steel posts to front porch and
timber lattice balustrade.

The first purpose-built education building erected
after the end of WW2 and was the first European
Primary School to operate on the Island.
Provides evidence of the Island’s consolidation and
expansion during the post-war years under BPC
control.
Relic of the colonial era, when ethnic groups were
segregated.
Demonstrates the provision of community facilities
by a mining company in a remote location.
Its size and location are indicative of the size and
social situation of the European workforce of the
time.
Provides evidence of Island’s consolidation and
expansion during post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional tropical
design practices evident in pre-war bungalows
largely as a consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house design and use
of standard materials and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff accommodation
by mining company in remote location.

High

Donga108
Single
Men’s
Quarters

As for Donga 107.

As for Donga 107.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original
fabric. Retain mature landscaping.
Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular
section gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the
reinstatement of sashes to original details is
strongly encouraged.
Replace flyscreen doors with more
sympathetic type or paint a dark colour.
As for Donga 107.
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SW125—128.

SW125—128.

SW129—132.

Garage.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

SW125—128
Single
Women’s
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure in mature
landscaped setting.
Corrugated asbestos cement gabled
roof and gutter.
Original steel-framed windows, some
new aluminium hopper windows.
Aluminium-framed flyscreen to
entrance door.
Steel posts to front porch and timber
lattice balustrade.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
As for SW125—128

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Avoid different window types and materials in multiple
use dwellings.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

High

As for SW125—128.

The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

As for SW125—128.

SW129—132
Single
Women’s
Quarters
Garage

As for SW125—128

Multi-care garage and rendered
masonry shed skillion roof,
steel-framed garage.
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Long Term
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace intrusive elements with more appropriate
design.
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Rumah Tinggi.

Rumah Tinggi.

Backpackers Hostel.

Garage.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Page 108

CI Heritage Assessment Table
Part B 1 — Settlement Residential Precinct

Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

Rumah Tinggi

A large, substantially intact, twostorey rendered masonry building with
single-storey wings to the east and
west.
Corrugated asbestos cement hipped
roof.
A two-storey entrance portico, now
enclosed at first-floor level, to the
north facade.
Mature palms on well maintained front
lawn to ocean side.

Designed as a grand residence on the
Island to reflect the dominant position
of the CIP Co Manager and to provide
for the performance of his many social
and semi-formal duties.
One of the few surviving pre-WW2
buildings on the Island.
Associated with the mine under the
control of CIP Co and symbolic of the
social attitudes that characterise
colonial industrial enterprises.
Demonstrates Colonial forms of
ostentation.
Associated with accommodation of
single men and women on the island
post-war and was a central building in
the lifestyle and experience of many
European employees on the Island.
The remnant gardens and ocean
lookout provide an attractive and
complementary setting for the building.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Conserve in accordance with the Conservation
Management Plan prepared by Palassis Architects
1996.

Backpackers
Hostel

Originally built as single-men’s
accommodation. Single-storey, steelframed building. Fibro-cement wall
cladding metal roof with deep fascias.
Central open courtyard space.
Single-storey, rendered masonry
double garage with metal check
skillion roof.

Garage
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Low

Built by BPC. Reflects the provision of
garages to the European senior staff.

Medium
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MQ28.
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Garage.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.454

MQ28
Post-war
‘New Type‘
Married
Quarters

Substantially intact, single-storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof and gutter with PVC
downpipes.
Original steel-framed casement
windows with horizontal glazing bars.
Original vertical fibro, louvred
openings to living space and
cantilevered rendered window hoods.
Original timber-framed glazed doors
with glazing bars.
Intrusive A/C units in wall openings.
Mature trees in garden.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
One of ten two-bed types, converted to
three bedrooms in 1960s.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Single-storey rendered masonry
double garage. Asbestos cement clad
skillion roof.

The garage was added by the BPC and
demonstrates the European use of cars
in contrast to facilities provided for other
classes and ethnic groups.

Medium

Garage
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Long Term
Install less intrusive airconditioning system.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.455

MQ29
Post-war
‘New Type ‘
Married
Quarters
Three bed
type.

Substantially intact, single-storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof and gutter with PVC
downpipes.
Original steel-framed casement
windows with horizontal glazing bars.
Original vertical fibro louvred openings
to living space and cantilevered
rendered window hoods.
Original timber framed glazed doors
with glazing bars.
Intrusive A/C units in wall openings.
Mature trees in garden.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the traditional
tropical design practices evident in prewar bungalows largely as a
consequence of the introduction of
electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company in
remote location.
One of ten two-bed types converted to
three bedrooms in the 1960s.
Is indicative of the class and racial
social structures which were prevalent
in the period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Garage

Single-storey rendered masonry
double garage. Asbestos cement clad
skillion roof.

Built by BPC.
Reflects the provision of garages to the
European senior staff.

Medium
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Long Term
Install less intrusive airconditioning system.
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Christmas Island Heritage DCP
Part B2 Settlement Service Precinct
B2.1

History and Significance

B2.1.1 History
Prior to World War II, the Settlement Service Precinct was a residential area for the Chinese
labourers, with lines of timber and thatch barracks erected on either side of a central track (now
Gaze Road) which led to Waterfall. At the north end, a hospital was established in approximately
its present position. With the establishment of the railway and Incline c1915, the area
progressively developed rail sidings and marshalling yards north of the incline and the residential
buildings increased in number. Social activity revolved around cafes located in the Teagardens.
The labourers resident here were mostly employed at the wharf and in general construction, as
miners lived at separate settlements at Phosphate Hill and later at South Point.
In the post-war phase, the existing buildings were replaced by more substantial brick and concrete
buildings, serving a similar purpose. The police force, brought from Singapore, were housed in
barracks near the hospital and a power station was built near the base of the Incline. Under the
management of the BPC, the road to Drumsite was built and electric conveyors introduced for
phosphate transport, superseding the Settlement area railway system and the Incline, which were
largely removed. The Trade Store replaced the earlier market, and social facilities such as the
cinema, a hall for the Chinese Literary Association and a swimming pool were provided.
In the 1960s some Malay workers were recruited from the Cocos-Keeling Islands and residential
buildings were erected opposite the hospital. A shopping precinct was developed on the south
side of the cinema. Large refrigerated stores were built adjacent to the Power Station.
In 1988 a storm damaged the buildings located west of Gaze Road. The shops, cinema,
swimming pool and some residences were subsequently demolished. In the ensuing decade, the
government barracks and some terrace housing became new shops, whilst the Power station,
replaced with a new power station west of Drumsite, and the refrigerated stores were demolished.
The hospital was abandoned in favour of a new hospital located on the Phosphate Hill Road. With
private ownership, the terrace houses, the former nurses quarters, the hospital laundry and other
buildings have changed use and have all become private housing or commercial premises.

B2.1.2 Significance
The Settlement Service Precinct has been one of the focal points of the occupation of Christmas
Island since mining commenced at the turn of the century. It traditionally has been a prime
Chinese residential area and a social and commercial centre for this community, with the Temple
Court Temple and Chinese Literary Association building continuing these links. It has also
contained the main services and utilities, such as hospital, power station, restaurants and trade
store, and recreational facilities such as the cinema and pool (both demolished). Post-World War
II, the central road, originally a vital link in the railway between the base of the Incline and the
wharf, has developed as a primary thoroughfare to the Settlement Residential Precinct area, the
cemeteries and to Waterfall. The Precinct's commercial character is continued in the reuse of
residential buildings at Temple Court and the Barracks as retail premises after the destruction of
the earlier shops in a storm in 1988.
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B2.2 Management Policy
•

Council’s primary objective shall be to retain evidence of the Precinct’s history and its
character.

•

The impact of proposed development on each individual heritage building or element which
contributes to the character of the Precinct, and on the overall character of the Precinct, shall
be considered as part of the assessment of all applications for Planning Approval.

•

Individual properties shall be managed in accordance with in accordance with the HAT, this
DCP and its guidelines.

•

All buildings which are ranked from ‘exceptional’ to ‘medium’ significance in the HAT should be
kept. Individual buildings, which have been ranked as of ‘low’ significance, may be kept but
enhanced by removing unsympathetic elements, as recommended in the HAT. Individual
buildings or structures which have been ranked as of ‘no’ significance may be kept or
demolished (if intrusive) and replaced by more sympathetic development. Alternatively, they
may be enhanced or altered in accordance with this DCP.

•

All existing townscape or building elements identified in the HAT or this DCP which contribute
to the character of the precinct, shall be retained. Townscape or building elements which do
not contribute to the character of the precinct shall not be permitted.

•

The original form, scale and detail of heritage buildings shall be retained and enhanced, where
possible. New development shall respect the low scale and modest character of Settlement
Service buildings, which generally comprise groups of single-storey buildings of a repetitive
form set either parallel or perpendicular to Gaze Road and separated by open space.

•

New infill development shall generally respond to and not obscure the natural topography, manmade landform, historic townscape structure and/or the established form and pattern of
development in the Settlement Service Precinct, in accordance with the guidelines contained in
this DCP.

•

Additions and alterations to existing buildings shall be carefully sited and designed to retain the
intactness of heritage buildings and the characteristics which contribute to the significance of
the Settlement Service Precinct, in accordance with the guidelines contained in this DCP.

•

The characteristic materials and colours of the Precinct shall be used for additions and
alterations. Sympathetic materials and colours may be used in infill development.

•

Existing car parking arrangements shall be formalised, in accordance with the guidelines
contained in this DCP.

•

Contributory landscape elements, such as local stone walls and palm planting, shall be retained
and enhanced, where possible.

•

The public domain, including contributory townscape elements such as the long, straight, level
Gaze Road, the open space areas between buildings, roads and car parking areas, shall be
managed by Council in accordance with an overall landscape Master Plan for the Precinct.

•

Historic names used to identify streets, buildings and townscape elements shall be retained.
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B2.3

Distinctive Characteristics

B2.3.1 Elements which contribute to the heritage value of the precinct, to be kept
Townscape:
•

A mix of ‘main street’ commercial, community, tourist, cultural (religious) and some residential
buildings stretched either side of a central road, with a secondary parallel road serving the main
‘Barracks’ shops.

•

The linear vista through the Precinct, created by the long, straight, level Gaze Road, defined by
planting on both sides, with views to the residential area of Settlement and the industrial
structures of the port.

•

Groups of similar building types, the main facades set either parallel (‘Barracks’ shops) or
perpendicular (‘breezeway’ buildings) to Gaze Road.

•

Groups of buildings separated by open space, sometimes attractively landscaped.

•

Weathered local stone walls used to retain terraced levels which step down gently from the
base of the escarpment to the seafront.

•

Important views to the sea, sometimes screened by planting close to the seafront, between
groups of buildings.

•

Landmark avenue of palms to the former Malay Kampong, with distinctive groups of palms
around the former hospital.

•

Footpaths (where occurring) with rectangular concrete pavers.

•

Buildings generally well set back from the road (except for the CLA building).

•

Views over the precinct, from points above, such as the Council Offices at the George Fam
Centre.

Buildings:
•

A number of significant buildings and building groups comprising:
— Former hospital group
— Cocos Malay Quarters and Padang
— The ‘Barracks’ group
— The Chinese Literary Association (CLA) Building
— Former Labour Contractors Quarters
— Temples
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•

A limited number of clearly defined building types which, while not having heritage significance
in their own right, contribute to the character of the precinct, such as the ‘breezeway’ buildings.

•

The consistent scale of buildings (generally single storey except for the Supermarket and
former Visitors Quarters) and their relative uniformity due to the use of a limited number of
materials and finishes (rendered and painted masonry or fibre cement walls, corrugated fibre
cement roofing).

•

Generally pitched, heavy-duty corrugated fibre cement roofs (some painted), with distinctive
features including horizontal lines formed by overlapping sheets, ventilating ridges, ‘chunky’
gutters and downpipes.

•

A limited number of window treatments or openings, including windows and ‘breezeways’
designed to provide ventilation in tropical climates.
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1

2

3

4

5
1.

6
Large areas of open space between
escarpment and sea.

2.

Small pockets of open space within
groups of buildings.

3.

Long, straight, level Gaze Road, with low
scaled buildings either side.

4.

Groups of buildings of similar type.

7
6.

Historic building details.

7.

Historic buildings, such as the former Barracks,
now shops.

8.

Level terraced landform resulting from former
railway use.

Contributory Elements (ie those which contribute to the character and heritage significance of the precinct).
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B2.3.2 Elements which do not contribute to the heritage value of the precinct, to be avoided
Townscape:
•

Lack of cohesive or unifying planting.

•

Right-angle car parking directly off the main Gaze Road, creating wide areas of paving and
restricting opportunities for planting.

•

Car parking areas are informally arranged, leading to inefficient use of space.

•

Satellite dishes, antennae, garbage enclosures, freezers placed in intrusive locations.

•

Intrusive metal pipe rail and wire mesh fencing in unsympathetic locations (facing street).

•

Removed parts of stone walls to create new openings.

•

Brick retaining walls instead of local stone.

•

Shop signs above the roof level.

Buildings:
•

Uncharacteristic, intrusive or obsolescent buildings or structures:
— Fuel tanks
— Freezer foundations
— Service Station
— Small, now isolated skillion roofed buildings, part of the former cinema
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•

Loss of original or early building components such as awning (to Supermarket), windows or
ventilation openings.

•

Loss of original roofs and roof components, such as ridge cappings, gutters and downpipes and
their replacement by inappropriate metal or clear acrylic profiles and/or accessories.

•

Unsympathetic additions to building such as the ‘Barracks’ shops, and decks to the residences.

•

Intrusive details such as ‘lattice’ infill to the ‘Barracks’ shops, new timber deck in front of
‘breezway’ buildings and, elsewhere, inappropriate ‘Italianate’ balustrades.

•

Replacement windows which introduce different profiles and materials to the same building.

•

New windows and makeshift infill in inappropriate locations, such as at the end of the
‘breezway’ buildings facing the road.

•

Inappropriately located and detailed privacy walls between units within the ‘breezway’ buildings.

•

Intrusive wall or window-mounted package AC units or utility connections, especially where
they can be viewed from the street.

•

Different colour schemes to similar roofs and walls within cohesive building groups, such as the
‘breezway’ buildings.
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CI Heritage DCP
Part B2 — Settlement Service Precinct

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1.

Intrusive structures, such as fuel tanks.

5.

Prominently located AC units.

2.

Small isolated skillion roof buildings.

6.

3.

Makeshift infill to ends of ‘breezeway’
buildings (left).

Uncharacteristic ‘Italianate’ balustrades on local
stone walls.

7.

4.

Informal parking around buildings.

Intrusive additions, lattice infill and uncharacteristic
walls and balustrades.

Non-contributory Elements (ie those which detract from or diminish the heritage character of the precinct).
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B2.6

New Infill Buildings

B2.6.1 Building Siting and Setbacks
Aim:
•

To ensure that the positive townscape and building characteristics of Settlement Service
Precinct are retained.

Keep:
•

The established development patterns such as low scaled groups of buildings of similar
buildings, set back a consistent distance from the main road and separated by open space.

•

An appropriate ‘curtilage’ or visual setting around heritage buildings.

•

All townscape and building elements which contribute to the heritage value of the precinct.

Encourage:
•

Infill buildings to be sited only where space is available to retain an appropriate setting for
existing buildings. Preferably these sites have been identified in a strategic plan for the
Settlement Service Precinct.

•

Infill buildings to be sited in a similar manner to their neighbours, with regard to the setbacks of
existing buildings from roads, laneways, seafront and from each other.

Avoid:
•

Obscuring existing views to or from heritage buildings.

•

Changing the existing distinctive level terraced man-made landform.

There are a number of sites occupied by obsolescent buildings or structures, such as the fuel tanks (left) and the
former refrigerated stores (right). These are potential sites for infill buildings.
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B2.6.3 Details and Materials
Aim:
•

To relate to the existing materials and details which contribute to the significance of existing
heritage buildings.

Encourage:
•

The materials and details of new infill development to be compatible with, but not directly copy,
those of its older neighbours. The design of neighbouring heritage elements may be studied
and rethought (reinterpreted). Detail elements might be designed in a simpler manner or in
new materials with similar proportions to the original.

•

Using building methods and materials traditional to Settlement Service Precinct.

Avoid:
•

Using many different materials on the same building. Existing buildings use only a few building
materials in a restrained way.

•

Using materials which do not provide the opportunity for suitable colour schemes (for example
unrendered and unpainted brickwork, where heritage buildings have painted masonry walls).

B2.7

Garages, Carports and Other Ancillary Structures

Aim:
•

To ensure that new garages, carports and other ancillary structures are sited and designed to
respect the established pattern.

•

To retain the historic setting of existing buildings.

•

To retain the open spaces around buildings, uncluttered.

•

To ensure that new garages, carports and other ancillary structures are compatible with
existing heritage buildings.

Encourage:
•

The siting of garages and other ancillary structures (antennae, satellite dishes, garden sheds,
portable and other small utility structures or equipment) to be where they can be least seen
from public spaces, provided that the privacy and amenity of neighbouring property is retained.

•

The scale (height and size) of new garages and ancillary structures to be kept to the minimum
required.

Avoid:
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•

Siting garages and carports in front gardens, such as those of the former hospital residences.
They should be sited at the rear, or at least behind the main building line.

•

Siting ancillary structures in the open space between groups of buildings.

•

Siting ancillary structures where they can be seen from roads or other public spaces.
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B2.9

Signage

Aim:
•

To encourage a consistent approach to building signage.

Encourage:
•

Signs to be located below the eaves line of buildings.

•

Signs to be of the same size and in the same location on groups of similar buildings.

Avoid:
•

Locating signs on roofs, except for the ‘Barracks’ shops, which are not easily identifiable from
Gaze Road.

B2.10 Colour Schemes
Aim:
•

To encourage a consistent approach to colours of buildings of similar type.

•

To retain the existing range of colours on heritage buildings and landscape elements.

•

To ensure that new infill development responds to established colour schemes.

Encourage:
•

•

Colour schemes to reflect the historic appearance of existing buildings as follows:
Roofs:

unpainted roofs, darkened by ageing. New roofs should be a light to
dark grey colour, not white, red or green which are uncharacteristic of
early roofs in Settlement.

Walls:

light coloured painted masonry.

Openings
& trim:

windows of either lighter or darker colours to the walls, but not so dark
as to recede into the opening. Door and other detail components, such
as balustrades to be painted in the same colour.

Colour schemes for new infill buildings or ancillary structures to refer to those of their
neighbours, rather than be a direct copy of existing. These to be similar to the range
recommended above for existing buildings in the immediate vicinity.

Avoid:
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•

Introducing new colours which are substantially different from the established character of
neigbouring heritage buildings.

•

Dark, recessive or contrasting colours on windows, doors or other detail components.

•

Window jambs, frames and glazing bars painted in different or contrasting colours.
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Part B2 — Settlement Service Precinct

B2.12

Paving and Landscaping

Aim:
•

To retain the historic setting of buildings and the contrasting character of large areas and small
pockets of open space in the Settlement Service Precinct.

Keep:
•

The large areas of grassed open space between buildings and in open space areas, such as
‘The Padang’.

•

Existing mature tree and palm planting.

Encourage:
•

New paved areas, if required, to be the minimum area possible.

•

The use of traditional materials for paving, such as crushed limestone for vehicle parking areas,
and 600mm by 500mm concrete pavers for footpaths and terraces.

•

New planting to be of a size and species at maturity, which relates to the existing planting.

Avoid:
•

Uncharacteristic paving material, such as brick or tiles, unless it cannot be seen from roads or
other public places.

•

The removal of trees and shrubs, unless with the consent of Council.

Small pockets of landscaping between buildings are
important for maintaining privacy and contribute to
the character of the Precinct.
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Pre-cast concrete pavers should be used
for pathways and terraces.
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B2.13 Public Domain
Aim:
•

To retain positive townscape elements, which are located on public land or are the
responsibility of Council.

Keep:
•

The historic formation of Gaze Road, including its long, straight level alignment resulting from
its former use as a railway corridor.

Encourage:
•

Ancillary structures, such as bus shelters or utility buildings, to relate sympathetically to the
character, details and materials of existing heritage buildings to which they relate.

•

An avenue of palm planting along Gaze Road.

•

The implementation of a landscape program on public lands to reinforce the landscape aims of
this DCP.

Avoid:
•

Changes to road or laneway width, alignment, gradient and paving, especially the straight, level
Gaze Road.

•

Introducing curves or changes in grade on Gaze Road, which would erode its historic character
as a former railway corridor.

•

Introducing kerbs in roads.

Palm planting is a strong characteristic of Settlement Service Precinct, as shown on the former railway
siding, now the Cocos Padang (left), and on Gaze Road, in front of the former hospital. This should be
reinforced by a landscape program on public lands.
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Part B2 - Settlement Service Precinct

B2.15 Heritage Assessment Table — Settlement Service Precinct
The following Heritage Assessment Table (HAT) assesses the individual significance of every
individual building within the Settlement Service Precinct.
The buildings have been identified according to the Christmas Island Location Number. A brief
description of each building and its significance is stated along with a brief management policy for
each place.
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Supermarket.
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Service Station.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.174

Supermarket

A two-storey building, the main facade
parallel to street and set on street
alignment at the visual entrance to the
precinct.
Asymetrical gable roof with corrugated
asbestos cement sheeting and vents
along the ridge line.
Steel-framed windows, some
aluminium-framed windows. Front
awning partially removed, only framing
remaining.
Intrusive steel-framed external
staircase and freestanding refrigerator
units at the end of the building.
Lack of landscaping.

Component of Settlement Service
Heritage Precinct.
Example of retail facility provided by
BPC.
Prominent building in streetscape.
Characteristic BPC design and
materials.

Medium

Landscaping plan required to screen fridge units
and present an attractive image to the entrance of
the precinct.
Reinstate awning with appropriate materials.

CL/No.175

Service
Station

Open area with asphalt surface with
petrol bowsers beneath a flat roof,
steel-framed structure.
The area provides panoramic views
across the ocean, to the wharf area and
Smith Point.
Lack of landscaping.

Component of Settlement Service
Precinct.
Appropriate to character of precinct.

No

Maintain views.
Landscape plan for site required.
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Former Chinese Pork Butchery.
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Laundry.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.176

Former
Chinese Pork
Butchery

A single-storey building built on the
street alignment at a lower level so that
only roof form visible along street. The
building has been extended on three
sides with a skillion addition to the north
and south and gable extension to west.
New, inappropriate timber gable detail
and clear corrugated roofing material.
Intrusive vents.
New aluminium windows.

Component of Settlement Service
Precinct.
Appropriate to character of precinct.

Medium

Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.

A single-storey rendered masonry
building built on the street alignment.
Corrugated asbestos cement gable roof
and awning to north (street) facade.
New aluminium-framed windows.

Component of Settlement Service
Precinct.
Associated with the old hospital.
Appropriate to character of precinct.

CL/No.190

Laundry
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Long term
Install vents in less intrusive position.

High

Retain existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
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Asian Staff Quarters ASQ87.

Asian Staff Quarters ASQ87.

Asian Staff Quarters ASQ84.

Asian Staff Quarters ASQ84.
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Christmas

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
CL/No.193

CL/No194

ASQ87
Asian Staff
Quarters

ASQ84
Asian Staff
Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey rendered
masonry residence, similar to ‘new type’
Married Quarters in Residential Precinct.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof and asbestos gutters.
Rendered masonry awning over entrance
porch with steel post supports.
Original steel-framed windows to living
space.
Intrusive A/C units in window and wall
openings
New carport extension to east with
skillion metal deck roof sheeting and
steel post supports.
Mature hedges to street alignment with
low, stone retaining wall.
Generally intact, single-storey rendered
masonry residence, similar to ‘new type’
Married Quarters in Residential Precinct.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof and asbestos gutters.
Rendered masonry awning over entrance
porch with steel post supports. A/C unit
located above porch.
Intrusive satellite dish also located at
entrance above roof.
New aluminium-framed windows and
original ‘Whitco’ hopper windows.
New extension to south with skillion metal
deck roof sheeting and steel post
supports.
Mature hedges to street alignment with
low, stone retaining wall.
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Component of Settlement Service
Precinct.
Associated with the old hospital.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at the time of
construction.
Appropriate to character of precinct.

High

Component of Settlement Service
Precinct.
Associated with the old hospital.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at the time of
construction.
Appropriate to character of precinct.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping and garden setting of
house.

Long Term
Relocate carport.
Install less intrusive air conditioning system.

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.
Retain mature landscaping and garden setting of
house.

Long Term
Relocate satellite dish to less intrusive position.
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Cocos Malay Kampong.

Cocos Malay Kampong.

Barracks Shop No. 10

Barracks Shop No. 10 rear.
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Christmas

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number

CL/No195

Cocos Malay
Kampong

Traditional breezeway style housing set in a
large open area elevated from Gaze Road with
mature landscaping.
Main living block of steel-framed construction
with steel verandah posts. Walls and gable
roof clad in corrugated asbestos cement
sheeting.
Service wing divided from living by a
breezeway. Rendered masonry construction
with asbestos cement skillion roof and timber
roof framing.
Original fittings remain.
Rows of mature palms are a landmark along
Gaze Road.
Stone retaining wall to street alignment with
limited access points up to open area level.

Location of Cocos Malay residential
accommodation and physical record of
their presence on Island.
Indicative of class and racial
segregation in operation in post-war
period.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Now used as public open space.

High

Currently the building is in a poor
condition.
It should be archivally recorded prior to
any new work.
All landscaping should be retained.

Barracks
Shops No. 10
Hotel

One of a group of ten shops along Gaze Road.
Single-storey, free-standing building housing
Shops No. 9 and 10. Rendered masonry
building with former accommodation quarters
at the rear.
Corrugated asbestos cement hipped roof with
asbestos cement ridge capping and no existing
gutters. Timber cross-bracing balustrades to
verandah.
New covered area to the east under an
inappropriate metal-clad skillion roof. Timber
ledged and braced entrance door.
Unsympathetic curved pergola roof form over
dining area to south. Timber lattice privacy
screen. Satellite dish to rear of property.
Signage above shop on roof.

Location of Government Staff
accommodation.
Indicative of nature of Island as mining
township.
Example of government
accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of relative status of
government employees.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.
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Barracks Shop No. 9.

Barracks Shop No. 8.

Barracks Shops No. 8 and 7. (Rear.)
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Christmas

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
Barracks Shop
No. 9
Gecko Pizza

One of a group of ten shops along Gaze
Road.
Single-storey, free-standing building
housing Shops No. 9 and 10. Rendered
masonry building with former
accommodation quarters at the rear.
Corrugated asbestos cement hipped roof
with asbestos cement ridge capping and
gutters.
Timber-framed casement windows.
Timber-lattice balustrading to verandah.
Signage above shop on roof.

Location of Government Staff
accommodation.
Indicative of nature of Island as mining
township.
Example of government
accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of relative status of
government employees.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.

Barracks Shop
No. 8
Coconut Grove

One of a group of ten shops along Gaze
Road.
Single-storey, free-standing building
housing Shop No 8. Rendered masonry
building with former accommodation
quarters at the rear.
Corrugated asbestos cement gable roof
with asbestos cement ridge capping and no
existing gutters.
Timber-framed casement windows and
ledged and braced entrance door.
New, unsympathetic openings in wall made
to suit air conditioning units.
Masonry block infill extension to rear
verandah.
Signage above shop on roof.

Location of Government Staff
accommodation.
Indicative of nature of Island as mining
township.
Example of government
accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of relative status of
government employees.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
Install less intrusive air conditioning system.
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Barracks Shop No. 7.
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Barracks Shop No. 6.
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Christmas

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
Barracks Shop
No. 7
Lucky Lukes

One of a group of ten shops along Gaze
Road.
Single-storey, free-standing building
housing Shop No 7.
Rendered masonry building with former
accommodation quarters at the rear.
Corrugated asbestos cement gable roof
with asbestos cement ridge capping and no
existing gutters.
Timber lattice balustrade to verandah.
Brick infill between shop and rear
residence. Original timber shutters to
residence.

Location of Government Staff
accommodation.
Indicative of nature of Island as mining
township.
Example of government
accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of relative status of
government employees.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.

Barracks Shop
No 6
Dive Shop

One of a group of ten shops along Gaze
Road.
Single-storey building housing Shops No. 5
and 6.
Rendered masonry building with former
accommodation quarters at the rear.
Corrugated asbestos cement hipped roof
with asbestos cement ridge capping and no
existing gutters.
Coolroom inappropriately located on front
verandah. No verandah balustrade.
Timber casement windows.
Signage above shop on roof.
Open concrete block infill between shop
and rear residence. Rear verandah
extension.

Location of Government Staff
accommodation.
Indicative of nature of Island as mining
township.
Example of government
accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of relative status of
government employees.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.
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Long Term
Relocate coolroom to less intrusive position.
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Barracks Shop No. 5.

Barracks shop No. 4.

Barracks Shop No. 4, side elevation.
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
Barracks Shop
No. 5
Ky Shay and
Annie’s
kitchen

Barracks Shop
No.4
Newsagency

One of a group of ten shops along Gaze
Road.
Single-storey building housing Shops No. 5
and 6. Rendered masonry building with
former accommodation quarters at the rear.
Corrugated asbestos cement gable roof
with asbestos cement ridge capping and no
existing gutters. Intrusively located air
conditioning units to front facade.
Timber-lattice screen to side of verandah.
Concrete block and brick infill between
shop and residence.
Signage above shop on roof.

Location of Government Staff
accommodation.
Indicative of nature of Island as mining
township.
Example of government
accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of relative status of
government employees.

High

One of a group of ten shops along Gaze
Road.
Single-storey building housing Shops No. 3
and 4.
Rendered masonry building with former
accommodation quarters at the rear.
Corrugated asbestos cement hipped roof
with asbestos cement ridge capping and no
existing gutters.
Timber cross-brace balustrade to
verandah. Front window replaced with
noticeboard.
Fibro infill to rear verandah.
Signage above shop on roof.

Location of Government Staff
accommodation.
Indicative of nature of Island as mining
township.
Example of government
accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of relative status of
government employees.

High
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Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.

Long Term
Install less intrusive airconditioning system.

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.
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Barracks Shop No. 3.

Barracks Shop No. 2.

Barracks Shop No. 2, rear.
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
Barracks Shop
No 3
Duty Free

One of a group of ten shops along Gaze
Road.
Single-storey building housing Shops No. 3
and 4.
Rendered masonry building with former
accommodation quarters at the rear.
Corrugated asbestos cement hipped roof
with asbestos cement ridge capping and
new aluminium fascia gutter over entrance.
Timber cross bracing balustrade detail.
Timber-framed windows.
Signage above shop on roof.

Location of Government Staff
accommodation.
Indicative of nature of Island as mining
township.
Example of government
accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of relative status of
government employees.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.

Barracks Shop
No 2
Red Crab Surf
and Sounds

One of a group of ten shops along Gaze
Road.
Single-storey building housing Shops No. 1
and 2.
Rendered masonry building with former
accommodation quarters at the rear.
Corrugated asbestos cement hipped roof
with asbestos cement ridge capping and no
existing gutters.
Timber casement windows.
Intrusive air-conditioning units in window
openings.
Signage above shop on roof.
Concrete block infill between shop and
residence.
Masonry wall to rear verandah.

Location of Government Staff
accommodation.
Indicative of nature of Island as mining
township.
Example of government
accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of relative status of
government employees.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.
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Long term
Install less intrusive airconditioning system.
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Barracks Shop No. 1
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Police Station.
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Christmas

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
Barracks Shop
No.1
Sudi’s
Restaurant

Police Station

One of a group of ten shops along Gaze
Road.
Single-storey building housing Shops No. 1
and 2. Rendered masonry building with
former accommodation quarters at the rear.
Corrugated asbestos cement hipped roof
with asbestos cement ridge capping and no
existing gutters.
Intrusive infill extension to front verandah.
Signage above shop on roof.

Location of Government Staff
accommodation.
Indicative of nature of Island as mining
township.
Example of government
accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of relative status of
government employees.

High

Two-storey rendered masonry building set
back from street alignment.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof, no existing gutters.
Entrance portico.
Verandah infill to first floor.
Enclosed rear yard behind a high, rendered
masonry fence.
Large metal-clad storage sheds behind
intrusively located.

Example of Police building provided by
BPC.
Island Police HQ since 1950s.
Prominent building in streetscape.
Associated with Government Barracks
adjacent.

High
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Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.

Long Term
Remove identified intrusive elements.

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping along street
alignment.

Long Term
Screen intrusive storage shed with
landscaping.
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Petrol Storage Tanks.
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Visitors Quarters 3.
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Christmas

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
CL/No.196

Petrol Storage
Tanks

Two large storage tanks unsympathetically
located close to the ocean edge that are
visually intrusive on the views from Gaze
Road and at higher levels to the ocean.

Occupies former site of swimming pool.

No

Long Term
Relocate to less intrusive position.

CL/No.272

VQ3
(Nurses
No. 1)

Two-storey rendered masonry block of four
flats. Corrugated asbestos cement hipped
roof and gutter.
Original steel-framed windows replaced
with aluminium hopper and timber-framed
double-hung windows.
First-storey balcony with steel pipe
balustrade.
Original multi-paned timber entrance doors
and double-hung windows.
Intrusive air-conditioning units in window
openings.
Inappropriate large open space of asphalt
to front of building for car parking.

Component of old Hospital.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of size of hospital staff at time
of construction.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Landscape along street alignment with typical
hedge screen to minimise impact of car
parking area.
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Long Term
Install less intrusive air-conditionong system.
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Infant Welfare Centre.

Garage.

1000 Block.

1000 Block.
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
CL/No.273

CL/No323

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.

Single-storey, rendered masonry,
rectangular building with corrugated
asbestos cement sheet gable roof.
New aluminium-framed windows and
entrance door.
Masonry entrance stairs with steel pipe
balustrade.
Located perpendicular to the street on the
road alignment.
Metal-clad garden shed located at rear of
building.
Inappropriate, high, side boundary fence of
steel posts and chain mesh.

Component of Settlement Service
Precinct.
Associated with the old hospital.
Appropriate to character of precinct.

Garage

Steel-framed garage with metal-clad
skillion roof set back from street.

Nil

No

Further landscaping encouraged to street
facade of garage.

1000 block
(Temple Court
Motel)

Single-storey, rendered masonry,
breezeway style multi-unit building.
Long, rectangular building located
perpendicular to street alignment.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof over living wing and skillion roof over
services wing. Original breezeway infilled
with aluminium-framed windows.

Component of Settlement Service
Precinct.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at time of
construction.

Medium

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.

Infant Welfare
Centre

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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1001 Block.

1001 Block.

Temple Court Temple
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
1001 block

Single-storey, rendered masonry
breezeway style, multi-unit building used
for commercial purposes around common
open space.
Long, rectangular building located
perpendicular to street alignment.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof over living wing and skillion roof over
services wing.
Original breezeway infilled with aluminiumframed windows.

Component of Settlement Service
Heritage Precinct.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at time of
construction.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.

Temple Court
Temple

The Tai Pak Kong Temple is located within
the Temple Court shopping precinct and
appears to be one of the largest and most
important temples on the Island. The
temple is centrally located in the open area
towards the back of the site and is visually
prominent from the road.
It is a single storey structure with a hipped
roof and verandah across the front
entrance. The building is painted shades
of red as is common to most of the Island’s
temples.

Component of Temples Heritage
Group.
One of main Temples on the Island.
Social significance as religious and
community facility.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain mature palms in open space area.
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1002 Block.

1002 Block.

1003 Block.

1003 Block.
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
1002 block

Single-storey, rendered masonry
breezeway style, multi-unit building used
for commercial purposes. Building
addresses open space in front of Temple.
Long, rectangular building located
perpendicular to street alignment.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof over living wing and skillion roof over
services wing.
Original breezeway infilled with aluminiumframed windows.

Component of Settlement Service
Heritage Precinct.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at time of
construction.

Medium

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.

1003 block

Single-storey, rendered masonry
breezeway style, multi-unit building.
Long, rectangular building located
perpendicular to street alignment.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof over living wing and skillion roof over
services wing
Original breezeway infilled with aluminiumframed windows.
Inappropriate timber decks located in
courtyard space between blocks.

Component of Settlement Service
Heritage Precinct.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at time of
construction.

Medium

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.
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Mandor’s House.

371 Block.

371 Block.
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
CL/No.337

Mandor’s
House

Only the rear section of this house
survives. The remaining structure is
elevated above the road level and is a long,
linear rectangular building that runs parallel
to the main road.
Rendered masonry building with multi-unit
rooms running along an access way.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof.

Remnant of building only.

Low

Currently the building is in a poor condition.
It should be archivally recorded prior to any
new work.

CL/No.371

371 block
(Ocean View
Apartments)

Single-storey, rendered masonry
breezeway style, multi-unit building.
Long, rectangular building located
perpendicular to street alignment.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof over living wing and skillion roof over
services wing
Original breezeway infilled with aluminiumframed windows.

Component of Settlement Service
Heritage Precinct.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at time of
construction.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain low stone wall along street alignment.
Continue to maintain courtyard space between
blocks.
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372 Block.

372 Block.

373 Block.

373 Block.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Page 58

C1 Heritage Assessment Table
Part B2 — Settlement Service Precinct
Christmas

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
CL/No.372

CL/No.373

372 Block

Single-storey, rendered masonry
breezeway style, multi-unit building.
Long, rectangular building located
perpendicular to street alignment.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof over living wing and skillion roof over
services wing
Original breezeway infilled with aluminiumframed windows.

Component of Settlement Service
Heritage Precinct.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at time of
construction.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain low stone wall along street alignment.
Continue to maintain courtyard space between
blocks.

Temple

The Temple is located between two
residential blocks and is typical of the
temples found on the Island.
The temple is on an elevated site from the
road and is visually prominent.
It is a single storey structure with a hipped
roof and verandah across the front
entrance. The building is painted shades
of red as is common to most of the Island’s
temples.

Component of Temples Heritage
Group.
One of main Temples on the Island.
Social significance as religious and
community facility.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.

373 Block

Single-storey, breezeway style, multi-unit
building.
Long, rectangular building located parallel
to street alignment on an elevated site
accessed by concrete stairs.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof over living wing and skillion roof over
services wing. The walls are clad with
fibrous cement sheeting.
Original breezeway infilled with aluminiumframed windows.

Component of Settlement Service
Heritage Precinct.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at time of
construction.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain low stone wall and stone retaining wall
along street alignment.
Continue to maintain courtyard space around
blocks.
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Joss Temple.

Ruin Former Labour Contractor’s House.
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
CL/No.374

374 Block

Single-storey, breezeway style, multi-unit
building.
Long, rectangular building located parallel
to street alignment on an elevated site
accessed by concrete stairs.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof over living wing and skillion roof over
services wing. The walls are clad with
fibrous cement sheeting.
Original breezeway infilled with aluminiumframed windows.

Component of Settlement Service
Heritage Precinct.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at time of
construction.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain low stone wall and stone retaining wall
along street alignment.
Continue to maintain courtyard space around
blocks.

Joss Temple

The Temple is located between two
residential blocks and is typical of the
temples found on the Island.
The temple is on an elevated site. The
balustrade along the retaining wall is a
Italianate concrete type.
It is a single storey structure with a hipped
roof and verandah across the front
entrance. The building is painted shades
of red as is common to most of the Island’s
temples.

Component of Temples Heritage
Group.
One of main Temples on the Island.
Social significance as religious and
community facility.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.

Ruin
Former
Labour
Contractor’s
House

The ruin is located on the western side of
Gaze Road opposite the CLA building. It
comprises the outer walls of a small
cottage built with ashlar limestone
masonry, standing upon a concrete slab
and retaining wall approximately 1.5 m
above ground level. It is approached by a
set of concrete stairs.
The cottage has an ablutions and kitchen
block on its northern side, also roofless.

Ruin of house of Labour Contractor and
symbolic physical evidence of labour
practices.
Associated with Koh Te Whee.
Only private house on Island until 1990.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
The building should be either retained and
interpreted as a ruin or sympathetically
restored and adapted to a new use.
The original form, scale and character of the
building, including original outbuildings, should
be conserved.
No structure should be erected in front of the
building.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Page 61

C1 Heritage Assessment Table
Part B2 — Settlement Service Precinct

Former Hospital.

Former Hospital.

Nurses Quarter’s No. 2.

Nurses Quarters No. 2.
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
CL/No.424

Former
Hospital

The former Hospital consists of a set of
buildings erected between 1930 and 1970.
These generally form a range along the
west side of Gaze Road, most of which are
connected by covered ways. Most of the
buildings are rendered masonry with
corrugated asbestos cement sheet gabled
roofs.

Original Hospital for island, constantly
updated.
Elements from 1930s to 1960s.
Example of mid twentieth-century
complete hospital.
Indicative of isolation of Island and
services provided by Mining Company.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Conserve in accordance with the Conservation
Plan prepared by Palassis Architects,1996.
Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping, in particular the mature
palms and low stone wall along street
alignment.

Nurses
(Sisters)
Quarters
No. 2

Constructed in 1930s and similar to
residential bungalows built at Rocky Point
at the same time.
Single storey structure, almost square in
plan, with corrugated asbestos cement
sheet hipped roof.
Rendered brick masonry central core and
asbestos cement sheeting enclosing the
verandahs.

Component of old Hospital.
Example of pre-war bungalow.
Associated with Walter Oorloff.
Prominent building in streetscape.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Conserve in accordance with the Conservation
Plan prepared by Palassis Architects,1996.
Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping, in particular the mature
palms and low stone wall along street
alignment.
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ALQ 386 (Amah’s Quarters).
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
CL/No.439

ALQ386
(Amah’s
Quarters)

Single-storey, rendered masonry
breezeway style, multi-unit building built as
Asian Staff Quarters.
Long, rectangular building located parallel
to street alignment.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable
roof over living wing and skillion roof over
services wing
The site is currently inaccessible due to
thick undergrowth.

Component of Settlement Service
Precinct.
Associated with the old hospital.
Example of staff accommodation
provided by BPC.
Indicative of racial and class
distinctions prevalent at the time of
construction.
Appropriate to character of precinct.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing original
fabric.

CL/No.440

Base of
Incline

Currently open space with remnants of
original relics insitu from the former railway
system.
The land is terraced with low stone terrace
walls and grassed where there is open
space.

Component of Cocos Padang.
Remnant of railway system from 1915
to 1955.

No

Refer to Industrial Heritage Study prepared by
Godden Mackay, 1998.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Page 65

C1 Heritage Assessment Table
Part B2 — Settlement Service Precinct

Chinese Literary Association Hall.

Chinese Literary Association Hall.

Gymnasium.

Gymnasium.
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
CL/No.443

CL/No.444

Chinese
Literary
Association
Hall

Single storey, rectangular, rendered
concrete masonry building with a gabled
roof clad in corrugated asbestos cement.
The building is aligned parallel to and on
the street alignment of Gaze Road with an
overhanging verandah and masonry
planter box to the road. The verandah is
formed by an extension of the main roof
supported on timber posts.
Internally, the building consists of two main
rooms with a kitchen and toilets at the
southern end. The central, large room
contains a restaurant.

Component of Settlement Service
Heritage precinct.
Example of community facility provided
by Mining Company.
Social significance as community
facility.

High

Gymnasium

Large warehouse type building located in
the vicinity of the ocean edge.
The structure is clad with corrugated metal
sheet walls and gabled roof.

Component of Settlement Service
Precinct.
One of many sporting facilities provided
by Mining Company.
Social significance as community
facility.

Low
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altered.
Additions, if required, should be located on the
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Building may be modified in accordance with
the Settlement Service DCP.
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Tourist Information Building.

Freezer Bases.

Former Powerhouse Site.

Former Cinema.
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Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Location

Heritage

Management/Comment

Ranking

Number
CL/No.445

Tourist
Information
Building

Single storey, rendered masonry building
with a gabled roof.
The building is located at the entrance to
the precinct and is aligned along the street
at a lower level with the entrances to the
building from the sides.
The roof is clad with corrugated asbestos
cement sheeting.
A community mural is painted on one
elevation.

Component of Settlement Service
Precinct.
Former Youth Club.

Medium

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain stone retaining wall along street
alignment.

CL/No.447

Freezer Bases

Concrete slabs approximately 1.5 m high
along alignment of Gaze Road.

Remnant of removed facility

Low

Site may be managed in accordance with the
design and planning principles outlined in the
Settlement Service DCP.

Former
Powerhouse
Site

Cleared site with little remaining on site of
the former building.

Remnant of removed facility.

Low

Site may be managed in accordance with the
design and planning principles outlined in the
Settlement Service DCP.

Former
Cinema

The former cinema is marked by a concrete
stair and rendered masonry projection
room with skillion roof at street level.

Remnant of removed facility.

Low

Site may be managed in accordance with the
design and planning principles outlined in the
Settlement Service DCP.
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Christmas Island Heritage DCP
Part B3 Industrial and Administrative Precinct
B3.1

History and Significance

The Industrial and Administrative Precinct includes the Wharf and Phosphate Loading Area and
has been a focus for activities on the Island since it was first settled. The Administration building
was built in the 1920s and a range of buildings and facilities have come and gone from the wharf
area over the last seventy years.
From 1915 the railway brought phosphate along Gaze Road to the wharf, with sidings throughout
the Precinct and high-level trestle bridges leading to the roof level of the processing buildings
located at the wharf. These sidings were extended southwards in the 1930s to allow direct loading
from the steel chute, though this operated only briefly. In the early period, the Manager's and the
Chief Engineer's Residences were located in this area.
The Christmas Island Club was established in the 1930s and the area contained European
community recreation facilities such as tennis courts and the swimming pool throughout this era.
The ‘Padang’ was the central ground for ceremonies and sports events, whilst the radio station,
mine laboratory, labour welfare office and general warehouse were all features of the area. A
‘Government Reserve’ existed on the north side of today's Club Road. The police station and gaol
were located at the northeastern corner of Gaze and Club Roads. The area to the north of the
Government Reserve became a residential area for the Asian clerks.
In the post-war era, facilities such as the Post Office, Australian Government Offices and the
Westpac Bank have been established and the Shire Council Chambers now occupies the former
Welfare Office. The Government Reserve was abandoned, with the government staff barracks
and the Police Station moving northwards to be adjacent to the hospital. Workshop and
warehouse buildings were erected in their place. The first Cocos-Malay Kampong was built in the
1950s to accommodate these culturally distinct people, who were recruited from the Cocos
(Keeling) Islands following the War.
After 1980, mine administration moved to Drumsite and the Australian Government has taken over
the former Administration Building. The Government Offices were converted to a banking outlet
and retail outlets have been built. A Christian church now occupies the former Cocos-Malay
Barracks and the residential buildings have been privately purchased and renovated.

B3.2

Significance

The Industrial and Administrative Precinct is the focus of the commercial and community activity on
Christmas Island, containing the governmental services and a range of essential commercial and
recreational facilities, as well as the wharf. It is historically significant as the traditional location for
these activities from the earliest period of mining and contains remnants of the various phosphate
transport technologies used in different phases of operation. It also contains several important
early buildings, notably the Asian Staff Quarters, the Wireless Operator’s House and the Christmas
Island Club, with the Administration Building as the centrepiece of the Precinct. All these have
particular historic associations with important events or phases of use of the Island.
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B3.2.1 Management Policy
•

Council’s primary objective shall be to retain evidence of the Precinct’s history and its
character.

•

The impact of proposed development on each individual heritage building or element which
contributes to the character of the Precinct, and on the overall character of the Precinct, shall
be considered as part of the assessment of all applications for Planning Approval.

•

Individual properties shall be managed in accordance with the Heritage Assessment Table
(HAT), this DCP and its guidelines.

•

All buildings which are ranked from ‘exceptional’ to ‘medium’ significance in the HAT should be
kept. Individual buildings which have been ranked as of ‘low’ significance should preferably be
kept and enhanced by removing unsympathetic elements, as recommended in the HAT.
Individual buildings or structures which have been ranked as of ‘no’ significance may be kept or
demolished (if intrusive) and replaced by more sympathetic development. Alternatively, they
may be enhanced or altered in accordance with this DCP.

•

All existing townscape or building elements identified in the HAT or this DCP which contribute
to the character of the Precinct shall be retained. Townscape or building elements which do
not contribute to the character of the Precinct shall not be permitted.

•

The original form, scale and detail of heritage buildings shall be retained and enhanced where
possible. New development shall respect the characteristic low-scaled one and two-storey
administrative and residential buildings, which contrast with large bulky industrial buildings and
structures.

•

New infill development shall generally respond to and not obscure the natural topography, manmade landform, historic townscape structure and/or the established form and pattern of
development in the Industrial and Administrative Precinct, in accordance with the guidelines
contained in this DCP.

•

Additions and alterations to existing buildings shall be carefully sited and designed to retain the
intactness of heritage buildings and the characteristics which contribute to the significance of
the Industrial and Administrative Precinct, in accordance with the guidelines contained in this
DCP.

•

The characteristic materials and colours of the Precinct shall be used for additions and
alterations. Materials and colours sympathetic to the characteristic may be used in infill
development.

•

Existing car parking arrangements shall be formalised, in accordance with the guidelines
contained in this DCP.

•

Contributory landscape elements such as local stone walls and large areas of landscaped open
space on the upper levels shall be retained and enhanced, where possible.

•

The public domain, including contributory townscape elements such as the terraced landform,
the ‘Padang’, the open space areas between buildings, roads and car parking areas, shall be
managed by Council in accordance with an overall landscape Master Plan for the Precinct.

•

Historic names used to identify streets, buildings and townscape elements shall be retained.
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B3.3

Distinctive Characteristics

B3.3.1 Elements which contribute to the heritage value of the Precinct, to be kept
Townscape:
•

The Precinct as the centre of civic, industrial and port activities.

•

A vegetated escarpment which creates an amphitheatre effect to enclose the Precinct.

•

Terraced levels below the escarpment, rising above the level administration and port area.

•

Weathered local stone walls used to retain the terraced levels.

•

A meandering main road (Gaze Road) with informally arranged buildings on the western side,
close to the port. Secondary roads follow the contours on the upper levels, with buildings
aligned more consistently, parallel to the roads.

•

Large, pitched-roof industrial buildings dominate the northern end, with the conveyor marking
the entrance to the Precinct.

•

A major park, the ‘Padang’, enclosed by mature trees at the southern end and surrounded by
civic buildings (Post Office, Administration).

•

A 'civic' space at the 'roundabout', enclosed by industrial buildings and the distinctive former
'Asian Clerks Quarters'. The space is used for public notices, which highlights its significance
as a focal point for the community.

•

Historic sites, such as the first European cemetery, former Shinto Shrine and early industrial
structures.

Buildings and Structures:
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•

A number of significant buildings and sites including:
− Administration Building
− Phosphate handling structures and associated equipment
− Former Asian Clerks Quarters
− Former Wireless Operator’s House
− Christmas Island Club
− Temples
− Remnants of the Shinto Shrine, first Mine Manager’s House and first European Cemetery

•

A mix of administrative, industrial, commercial, and residential buildings and structures, most of
which, while not having heritage significance in their own right, contribute to the character of the
Precinct.

•

Generally free-standing buildings, which range in scale between large bulky warehouses and
smaller administration and residential buildings.

•

The use of a limited number of building materials and finishes, such as rendered and painted
masonry and corrugated fibre cement walls and roofing.

•

Generally pitched, heavy-duty corrugated fibre-cement roofs, with dark colour and distinctive
features such as the horizontal lines formed by overlapping sheets, ventilating ridges, 'chunky'
gutters and downpipes.

•

Generally uniform light ‘phosphate’ colour paint finish to walls of buildings.
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Man-made landscape of the ‘Padang’ with
vegetated escarpment beyond.

5. Details of significant buildings, such as the
Administration Building verandah roof.

Administrative, civic and industrial
activities of the port.

6. Historic sites, such as the steps to the former
‘Shinto’ shrine.

Significant buildings, such as the
Administration Building c1930.

7. Original details, such as the window openings of the
former Wireless Operator’s house.

The ‘roundabout’, a focal point for the
community, enclosed by buildings.

8. Early buildings and structures, such as the former
Wireless Operator’s House c1930.

Contributory Elements (those which contribute to the character and heritage significance of the Precinct).
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B3.3.2 Elements which do not contribute to the heritage value of the Precinct, to be avoided
Townscape:
•

Restricted access to the waterfront (to be opened up as much as possible).

•

Right-angle car parking located directly off roads, which creates wide areas of paving and
restricts opportunities for planting.

•

Car parking areas, which are informally arranged, leading to inefficient use of space.

•

Satellite dishes, antennae placed in intrusive locations.

•

Intrusive metal pipe rail and wire mesh fencing in unsympathetic locations (‘roundabout’, in
front of the former Asian Clerk’s Quarters).

Buildings and Structures:
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•

Intrusive temporary looking structures (portable buildings, ad hoc garages).

•

Removed original or early building components or unsympathetic infill, such as the verandah
infill of the Administration Building.

•

Removed original roofs and roof components, such as ridge cappings, gutters and downpipes,
replaced by inappropriate metal or clear acrylic profiles and/or accessories.

•

Unsympathetic materials, such as exposed brick and metal wall cladding.

•

Replacement windows which introduce different profiles and materials to the same building.

•

Intrusive details, such as lattice infill.

•

Intrusive wall or window mounted package air-conditioning units or utility connections,
especially where they can be viewed from the road.
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1

2

3

4

5

6

1.

Uncharacteristic flat-roofed and metalclad buildings.

4.

Little or no distinction between road and parking
areas, restricting opportunities for landscaping.

2.

Makeshift, temporary structures or
portable buildings which have become
permanent.

5.

Lack of consistency in replacement windows (of
different styles and types) in the same building.

6.

3.

Large areas of informal parking, limiting
opportunities for landscaping.

Conspicuously located satellite dishes, airconditioning units and unsympathetic lattice
balustrades.

Non-contributory elements (those which detract from or diminish the heritage character of the Precinct).
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B3.5

Alterations and Additions to Existing Buildings

B3.5.1 Building Siting and Setbacks
Aim:
•

To locate alterations and additions so that they will retain the heritage significance of heritage
items and the positive characteristics which contribute to the heritage value of the Industrial and
Administrative Precinct.

•

To retain an appropriate setting for heritage buildings and places.

•

To maintain the privacy and amenity of neighbouring residential buildings.

Keep:
•

The generally free-standing character of buildings, especially east of Gaze Road.

•

The parallel alignment of buildings with Gaze Road, especially on the east side.

•

Landscaped pockets of open space between buildings.

•

Sufficient space between buildings to retain views to the sea.

Encourage:
•

Additions to minimise heritage impact, while maintaining the privacy and amenity of
neighbouring residential property.

•

Generally only minor additions and/or the replacement of existing unsympathetic additions for
buildings ranked as ‘exceptional’ to ‘medium’ significance in the HAT.

Avoid:
•

Locating additions where they can be seen from public places, especially where alternative
locations are available.

•

New buildings, unless:

−
−
−

they replace existing buildings which have been identified of ‘low’ or ‘no’ heritage
significance in the HAT;
they occupy vacant sites identified as suitable for redevelopment, possibly in a strategic
plan for the Industrial and Administrative Precinct; or
they comply with the guidelines for infill buildings.

Buildings east of Gaze Road, such as the former Asian Clerks Quarters are generally free-standing and aligned
parallel to the road. This contrasts with the less regular pattern of the complex of buildings near the port.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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B3.5.5 Verandahs and Decks
Aim:
•

To ensure that new verandahs, pergolas (shade structures) and privacy partitions in dwellings
and multiple occupancy buildings complement the existing heritage buildings.

•

To retain characteristic elements of existing buildings.

Keep:
•

Existing verandahs, open decks and balconies unless identified as unsympathetic to the
building (of ‘low’ or ‘no’ significance) in the HAT.

Encourage:
•

Siting of new verandahs and pergolas to minimise heritage impact, according to the guidelines
below, provided that the privacy and amenity of neighbouring residential property is retained.

•

Details of new verandahs, decks and pergolas to relate to the character of the existing building
(avoid makeshift shade structures or inappropriate ‘lattice’ infill).

Avoid:
•

Enclosing existing open verandahs and covered links.

•

Different types of privacy partitions or balustrades in the same building or groups of similar
buildings.

Altering or enclosing existing verandahs detracts from
the appearance and significance of a group of similar
buildings.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Enclosing one bay of a verandah in a multi-unit
building not only detracts from the appearance of the
affected unit, but from the building and group of
buildings as a whole.
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B3.6

New Infill Buildings

B3.6.1 Building Siting and Setbacks
Aim:
•

To ensure that the positive townscape and building characteristics of the Industrial and
Administrative Precinct are retained.

Keep:
•

The established development patterns including the contrast between the informally arranged
large-scaled buildings around the port and the low-scaled free-standing buildings on the
landscaped terraced levels, generally set back from the roads and separated by open space.

•

An appropriate ‘curtilage’ or visual setting around heritage buildings.

•

All townscape and building elements which contribute to the heritage value of the Precinct.

Encourage:
•

Infill buildings to be sited only where space is available to retain an appropriate setting for
existing buildings. These sites may be identified in a strategic plan for the Industrial and
Administrative Precinct.

•

Infill buildings to be sited in a similar manner to their neighbours, with regard to the setbacks of
existing buildings from roads, seafront and from each other.

Avoid:
•

Obscuring existing views to or from heritage buildings.

•

Changing the existing distinctive man-made landform comprising the level area around the port
and the terraced levels east of (the main) Gaze Road.

The contrast between the large attached buildings near the port, with their repetitive roof forms and the lowscaled, generally free-standing buildings on the upper levels, establishes a pattern for future replacement or infill
development. Temporary buildings (right) provide an opportunity for more appropriate replacement buildings.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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B3.6.3 Details and Materials
Aim:
•

To relate to the existing materials and details which contribute to the significance of existing
heritage buildings.

Encourage:
•

The materials and details of new infill development to be compatible with, but not directly copy,
those of its older neighbours. The design of neighbouring heritage elements may be studied
and reinterpreted. Detail elements might be designed in a simpler manner or in new materials
with similar proportions to the original.

•

Using building methods and materials traditional to the Industrial and Administrative Precinct.

Avoid:
•

Using many different materials on the same building. Existing buildings use only a few building
materials in a restrained way.

•

Using materials which do not provide the opportunity for suitable colour schemes (unrendered
and unpainted brickwork, where heritage buildings have painted masonry walls).

B3.7

Garages, Carports and Other Ancillary Structures

Aim:
•

To ensure that new garages, carports and other ancillary structures are sited and designed to
respect the established pattern of development.

•

To retain the historic setting of existing buildings.

•

To retain the open spaces around buildings, uncluttered.

•

To ensure that new garages, carports and other ancillary structures are compatible with
existing heritage buildings.

Encourage:
•

The siting of garages and other ancillary structures (antennae, satellite dishes, garden sheds,
portable and other small utility structures or equipment) to be where they can be least seen
from public spaces, provided that the privacy and amenity of neighbouring property is retained.

•

The scale (height and size) of new garages and ancillary structures to be kept to the minimum
required.

Avoid:
•

Siting garages and carports of residential buildings in the front gardens. They should be sited
at the rear, or at least behind the main building line.

•

Siting ancillary structures in the open space between groups of buildings.

•

Siting ancillary structures where they can be seen from roads or other public spaces.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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B3.8

Vehicle Parking

Aim:
•

To ensure that existing car parking areas are arranged in a formal pattern, according to
accepted standards.

•

To ensure that the significance of the Industrial and Administrative Precinct is not eroded by
new carports or informally located parking areas.

Encourage:
•

Car parking areas to be laid out according to the Australian Standard (AS) 2890. Spaces are to
be the minimum width required by the standard, to provide opportunities for as much
landscaping as possible.

•

A major plan for car parking to be developed in response to current and future car parking
needs of the Industrial and Administrative Precinct.

•

The continued use of bituminous asphalt as the most appropriate paving for parking areas for
civic, industrial and commercial buildings in the Precinct. Where car parking areas are
provided for residential buildings, crushed limestone is preferred.

Avoid:
•

Car parking in other than assigned car parking areas. Use bollards to discourage car parking
in unauthorised areas such as open space.

Previous studies have identified the need for formalised car parking layouts in other Precincts (Settlement
Service). These recommendations should also be adopted for this Precinct, to maximise efficient use of existing
parking areas and provide for landscaping and to break up large areas of paving.

Page 20

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

CI Heritage DCP
Part B3 — Industrial and Administrative Precinct

B3.9 Signage
Aim:
•

To encourage a consistent approach to building signage.

Keep:
•

The ‘roundabout’ signage location.

Encourage:
•

Signs to be located below the eaves line of buildings.

•

Signs to be of the same size and in the same location on groups of similar buildings.

Avoid:
•

Locating signs on roofs.

•

Too many signs on one building. One carefully positioned sign (per facade or unit) should be
sufficient.

Signs should be located below the eaves lines of
buildings. Their scale should not dominate the
existing building. Too many signs, such as on the
side of this building, are confusing and disrupt the
building facade treatment.
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The informal signage near the ‘roundabout’ is a key
element of the Precinct, which should be retained.
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B3.10 Colour Schemes
Aim:
•

To encourage a consistent approach to colours of buildings of similar type.

•

To retain the existing range of colours on heritage buildings and landscape elements.

•

To ensure that new infill development responds to established colour schemes.

Encourage:
•

Colour schemes to reflect the historic appearance of existing buildings as follows:

−

Roofs:

−

Walls:

−
•

unpainted roofs, darkened by ageing. New roofs should be light to dark
grey colour, not white, red or green which are uncharacteristic of early
roofs or existing buildings.

light coloured painted masonry in a ‘phosphate’ colour, which is a strong
characteristic of existing buildings and provides cohesiveness to the
many different buildings in the Precinct.

Openings
& trim:

windows of either lighter or darker colours to the walls, but not so dark
as to recede into the opening. Door and other detail components, such
as balustrades, to be painted in the same colour.

Colour schemes for new infill buildings or ancillary structures to refer to those of their
neighbours, rather than be a direct copy of existing. These should be similar to the range
recommended above for existing buildings in the immediate vicinity.

Avoid:
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•

Introducing new colours which are substantially different from the established character of
neighbouring heritage buildings.

•

Dark, recessive or contrasting colours on windows, doors or other detail components.

•

Window jambs, frames and glazing bars painted in different or contrasting colours.
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B3.12

Paving and Landscaping

Aim:
•

To retain the historic setting of buildings and the contrasting character of large areas and small
pockets of open space in the Industrial and Administrative Precinct.

Keep:
•

The large areas of grassed open space between buildings and in open space areas, such as
the ‘Padang’.

•

Existing mature tree and palm planting.

Encourage:
•

New paved areas, if required, to be the minimum area possible.

•

Paving materials to reinforce the civic, administrative and industrial character of the Precinct.

•

The use of traditional materials for paving, such as bituminous asphalt and crushed limestone
for vehicle parking areas, and 600mm by 500mm concrete pavers for footpaths and terraces.

•

New planting to be of a size and species at maturity which relates to the existing planting.

Avoid:
•

Uncharacteristic paving material, such as brick or tile, which are too domestic in scale for the
Precinct and should only be used for residential buildings where they cannot be seen from
roads or other public places.

•

The removal of trees and shrubs, unless with the consent of Council.

Small pockets of landscaping between buildings are
important to maintain privacy and contribute to the
character of the Precinct.
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Pre-cast concrete pavers should be used
for pathways and terraces. They are
most appropriate for the civic and
administrative areas of the Precinct.
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B3.13 Public Domain
Aim:
•

To retain positive townscape elements, which are located on public land or are the
responsibility of Council.

Keep:
•

The historic road formation, with the meandering (main) Gaze Road, with the ‘roundabout’ as
its focus, and the more regular formation of roads on the upper levels, which generally run
parallel with the contours.

•

The large, open, grassed area of the ‘Padang’, bordered by planting.

Encourage:
•

Ancillary structures, such as bus shelters or utility buildings, to relate sympathetically to the
character, details and materials of existing heritage buildings to which they relate.

•

Reinforcement of existing pockets of palm planting such as the distinctive planting at the edge
of the ‘Padang’.

•

Planting to define edges to the ‘Padang’ and obscure unsympathetic parking areas.

•

The implementation of a landscape program on public lands to reinforce the landscape aims of
this DCP.

Avoid:
•

Changes to roadway widths, alignment, gradient and paving, especially the meandering (main)
Gaze Road.

•

Introducing kerbs in roads.

The character of the ‘roundabout’, framed by
buildings, should be kept.
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Pockets of palm planting, such as found at the
edge of the ‘Padang’, should be reinforced
wherever possible.
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B3.15 Heritage Assessment Table — Industrial and Administrative Precinct
The following Heritage Assessment Table (HAT) assesses the individual significance of every
building within the Industrial and Administrative Precinct.
The buildings have been identified according to the Christmas Island Location Number. A brief
description of each building and its significance is stated, along with a management policy for each
place.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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Christmas Island Club.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Divers Association Building.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.188

Christmas
Island Club

Located above the Administration
Precinct with views over to the ocean.
Two-storey building, corrugated
asbestos cement gabled roof. The
building is constructed of timber and
steel framing with asbestos cement
sheet wall cladding.
Extensions to north, south and west
are unsympathetic and have
significantly altered the original
building form.
The interior has been refurbished and
both the upper and lower floors are
largely open space, with partition walls
creating some small service rooms
such as the bar, kitchen and storage
rooms.
A concrete slab balcony to the north
has an external concrete-framed stair
with concrete block balustrades.
Intrusive metal mesh fencing.
Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry structure on a
concrete slab.
Corrugated asbestos cement gabled
roof and no existing rainwater goods.
Timber casement shutters to openings
with a timber-ledged and framed
entrance door.
Steel verandah posts to front porch.

One of the few surviving pre-WW2
buildings on the Island.
It was the focus for social and
community gatherings of the European
community on the Island from the
1930s to the 1980s
It has some interest as possibly the
earliest surviving Manager’s Residence,
pre-dating Rumah Tinggi.
As a bastion of English and later
Australian colonial lifestyles, it is
symbolic of the racial and class
separation that was a feature of the
Island for most of this century.

High

Refer to existing Conservation Management Plan for
the building prepared by Palassis Architects, 1997
and the Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain original building form and remove
unsympathetic additions.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping setting.
Formalise existing car parking arrangements.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.
Characteristic design and materials
typical of early style staff
accommodation provided by BPC.

Medium

Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping setting.

Divers’
Association
Building
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Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
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Former Manager’s House Ruins.

Shrine Steps.

Westpac Bank.

Portable Building.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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Christmas
Location
Number

CL/No.229

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

Former
Manager’s
House Ruins

The house is in ruins, however the
remaining foundations indicate the
building’s former layout and size.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.
Remnant of important early building on
the Island.

Medium

Retain in situ. Interpret site with historic marker.

Shrine Steps

Only remnants of masonry steps and
a pathway leading to the former
Japanese Shinto Shrine survive, the
shrine itself having been destroyed by
returning British Troops in 1945.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.
Remnant of evidence of Japanese
occupation of the Island during WWII.

Medium

Long Term
Foundations should be archivally recorded before
being disturbed.
Retain in situ. Interpret site with historic marker.

Single-storey face brick, long
rectangular building with brick fins.
Aluminium-framed windows and doors
with A/C units in window openings.
Metal deck, low-pitched gable roof
with box gutter and deep timber
fascia.
A prefabricated building is located to
the south which is intrusive in its
siting, material finish and form.
Sited at the north end of the Bank
Building.
Steel post supports with timber roof
framing and metal-clad skillion roof.
Open concrete block wall to rear of
garage.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct as
former Government Offices.

Low

Long Term
Site should be cleared of overgrown vegetation to
allow access.
Remnants should be archivally recorded before being
disturbed.
Generally retain overall existing building form.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.

None

Westpac
Bank

Garage
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Long Term
Remove intrusive A/C units from window openings.
Remove intrusive prefabricated building and design
more sympathetic addition.
Building may be replaced with new sympathetic infill
in accordance with the DCP Guidelines.
Smooth render face brick walls.
Formalise car parking arrangements immediately in
front of the building.
Long Term
Replace garage with more appropriate building in
accordance with the DCP Guidelines.

Page 33

CI Heritage Assessment Table
Part B3 — Industrial and Administrative Precinct

Administration Building.
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Administration Building.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.238

Administration

Generally intact, two-storey
rendered masonry building with a
corrugated asbestos cement
hipped roof.
Square masonry columns of the
ground-floor verandah along the
east facade support an upper-floor
verandah currently enclosed.
Most windows to the east and
south are multi-paned steelframed. The windows to the north
and west have been replaced with
modern metal single-paned
windows.
There is a two-storey additional
wing to the west with a gable roof
which repeats the form, proportions
and detailing of the main building.
This section has a flat, concrete
verandah roof supported on steel
posts that returns around the north
and west of this addition.

Historically significant as one of the
few surviving pre-WWII buildings and
was amongst the first masonry
buildings erected on the Island.
It was the main office for the mine
from its construction until the mine
closed and has been a central
building in the lifestyle and
experience of many employees,
serving as the Post Office, welfare
office, Bank, and currently the
Administration Offices.
Its layout and facilities demonstrate
aspects of the facilities provided to
the CIPCo managers and of the
expectations and self-perceptions of
the colonial entrepreneurs.
Its prominent location and situation
make it a local landmark.

Exceptional

Refer to Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.

Building
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Long Term
Remove redundant fittings and pipes on the external
face of the building.
Formalise car parking arrangements immediately in
front of the building.

Page 35

CI Heritage Assessment Table
Part B3 — Industrial and Administrative Precinct

No. 1 Quarters.

No. 1 Quarters, No. 2 at rear.

No. 3 Quarters.

No. 4 Quarters.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.297

No. 1 Quarters

Generally intact, single-storey
rendered masonry residence.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet
gabled roof.
No original existing rainwater
goods.
Original steel-framed windows with
cantilevered rendered window
hoods.
Intrusive A/C units in window and
wall openings.
Aluminium mesh flyscreen doors
original front door.
No associated Servants Quarters.
The group forms a uniform.
residential complex that is elevated
above the street level by a random
rubble stone wall.

Provides evidence of Island’s
consolidation and expansion during
post-war years under BPC control.
Represents a break from the
traditional tropical design practices
evident in pre-war bungalows, largely
as a consequence of the introduction
of electric cooling systems.
Example of standard-pattern house
design and use of standard materials
and fittings.
Demonstrates the provision of staff
accommodation by mining company
in remote location.

High

Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Flyscreens should be painted in a dark colour to
minimise visual impact.
No changes should be made to individual quarters that
will change the overall unity of the group.

As for No. 1 Quarters.

As for No. 1 Quarters.

High

As for No. 1 Quarters.

As for No. 1 Quarters.

High

As for No. 1 Quarters.

As for No. 1 Quarters.

High

As for No. 1 Quarters.

No. 2 Quarters

Long Term
If rainwater goods reinstated, use rectangular section
gutters and round downpipes.
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Relocate satellite dish to less intrusive position.

New flush entrance door.
No. 3 Quarters

As for No. 1 Quarters.
New front porch detracts from the
unity of the group. New porch has
timber posts with skillion roof over
and a lattice balustrade.
Unsympathetic siting of satellite
dish.

No. 4 Quarters

As for No. 1 Quarters.
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Former Wireless Operator’s House.

Former Wireless Operator’s House.

Storage Shed.

Wahoo Shop.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.298

Former

This building is in a poor physical
condition displaying a significant
amount of termite damage.
It is single-storey, with an
externally expressed timber frame
with infill panels of asbestos
cement sheeting.
It has a corrugated asbestos
cement hipped roof with a covered
way to the service block at the
rear.
It features a variety of adaptations
for tropical climatic conditions
including overhanging eaves,
louvres at ceiling level and open
framing at the top of internal walls
and doors for air circulation
internally.
Single-storey rectangular building
with corrugated asbestos cement
sheet gabled roof.
Steel-framed building with walls
clad with corrugated asbestos
sheeting and chain wire fencing.
Building in a poor condition.
Single-storey rectangular rendered
masonry building with hipped roof.
Corrugated klip-lock metal roof
sheeting with no gutters.
Aluminium-framed sliding windows
and doors.
A/C unit in wall openings.
Open, concrete-paved space in
front of building used for car
parking and container storage.

One of the few surviving pre-WWII
buildings on the Island and is the only
one exhibiting its particular building
technique of timber-framing with infill
panels.
It is associated with the provision of
radio communication.
It demonstrates the most sophisticated
responses to tropical climatic conditions
on the Island.
It has aesthetic significance as a wellproportioned, low-scale example of
English colonial architecture.

Exceptional

Refer to Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.
Archivally record fabric before disturbing.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.

None

Long Term
Replace building with sympathetic infill in accordance
with the DCP Guidelines.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.

None

Retain overall existing building form.

Wireless
Operator’s
House

CL/No299

Storage Shed

Wahoo Shop
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Long Term
Formalise car parking arrangements immediately in
front of the building.
Avoid too many signs on the building.
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Shire Offices.

Shire Offices.

Asian Quarters 1.

Asian Quarters 2.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.302

Shire Offices

Single-storey rendered masonry
building with a corrugated asbestos
cement sheet gabled roof.
Adjacent land encloses the north
and west resulting in a dominant
roofscape from upper levels. New
aluminium-framed windows and
door. New toilet block at rear.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct
being the former Welfare Office.

Medium

Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

One of two adjacent two-storey
rendered masonry buildings of four
attached flats with a breezeway at
the rear between the main building
and the kitchen and ablutions
block. Located on a terrace above
road level.
Recessed verandah to the ground
floor with upper floor supported on
masonry columns.
Corrugated asbestos cement
hipped roof and gutters.
Most original steel-framed windows
have been replaced with aluminium
sliding or hopper windows.
Original ventilation holes exist
beneath the eaves line and at the
ceiling line of the ground floor.
Some flats have the original wide
timber entrance doors.
New intrusive deck to the front of
one unit with inappropriate timber
lattice balustrade.
As for ASQ1

Amongst the few surviving pre-WWII
buildings on the Island.
Example of accommodation provided
for the non-labouring Asian staff and
demonstrates in its size, location and
layout aspects of class and racial
social structures which were
prevalent in the period and provides
a contrast with the European
residential accommodation provided
in the pre-war period.
European POWs were housed in
these buildings during the Japanese
occupation.
They make a positive impact on the
streetscape and their elevated
position creates a strong landmark
along Gaze Road.

Exceptional

As for ASQ1

Exceptional

CL/No.317

CL/No.317

ASQ1

ASQ2

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
An addition is possible at the front provided it complies
with the guidelines for additions contained in the DCP.
Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Avoid different window types and materials in multiple
use dwellings.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Retain mature landscaping.

Long Term
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace intrusive elements with more appropriate
design.
Landscape between residential blocks to minimise
intrusive open space by creating a landscape screen
wall with car parking behind.

As for ASQ1
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Plumber’s and Electrical Shop.

Carpentry Shop.

Original Gaol.

Telephone Exchange.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.332

Plumber’s and

Large, rectangular two-storey workshop building
sited into slope of land, single-storey at upper
level. Single-storey addition to the west with
skillion roof. Steel-framed structure with
corrugated asbestos sheeting to walls and gable
roof.
Large, rectangular workshop building with gable
roof with extension of roof over east addition.
Essentially a large single-storey space. Workshop
incorporates original Christmas Island gaol.
Corrugated asbestos cement sheet cladding to
roof and rendered masonry walls. Visually
prominent vents along the ridge. Square, multipaned, steel-framed windows. Large sliding door
to north facade.
Single-storey building, incorporated into Carpentry
Shop. Masonry structure with walls divided by
attached brick piers. Wall surfaces with rough
rendered finish. Gable roof with corrugated
asbestos cement sheeting. Limited number of
openings in walls, some steel-framed windows.
Single-storey rendered masonry structure with
corrugated asbestos cement sheet gable roof.
Window openings blocked in, entrance door on
north facade.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.
Prominent building in streetscape
and encloses roundabout urban
space.

Medium

Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original
fabric.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.
Prominent building in streetscape
and encloses roundabout urban
space.
Associated with second phase of
mining and settlement on the
Island.

Medium

Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original
fabric.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.
Built c1903 it is amongst the
oldest structures on the Island.

Medium

Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original
fabric.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.

Medium

Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original
fabric.

Electrical shop

Carpentry Shop

Original Gaol

Telephone
Exchange
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Swimming Pool.

Post Office.
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Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.408

Shire Parks and

Single-storey, rectangular prefabricated
building used for storage purposes.
Metal-clad walls and low-pitched roof.
No openings in the wall, A/C unit
inserted in wall. Open storage area
fenced behind a steel mesh high fence.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.

None

Long Term
Replace building with sympathetic infill in
accordance with the DCP Guidelines.
Use landscaping to screen storage.

Former Cocos-Malay barracks built with
separate living and utilities wings joined
by a covered way. Original building
form still survives although it has been
modified to adapt to Church use. New,
large aluminium-framed sliding
windows and new large entrance doors.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.
The first Cocos-Malay barracks built in
the 1950s to accommodate the CocosMalay people recruited by the mining
company following the war.

Medium

Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.

Long, low single-storey building located
along the length of the public pool for
changeroom use and open covered
spectator seating. Rendered masonry
walls with skillion roof with corrugated
asbestos cement sheeting. Public
steel-framed safety fence located
around the perimeter of the pool.

Provides evidence of the Island’s
consolidation and expansion during the
post-war years under BPC control.
Relic of the colonial era, when ethnic
groups were segregated.
Demonstrates the provision of
community facilities by a mining
company in a remote location.
Important social and recreational area.

Medium

Single-storey building with rendered
masonry walls and concealed roof
behind a parapet wall. The entrance
has a concrete-framed portico that
wraps around the south elevation to
create a verandah for the public mail
boxes. Aluminium-framed fenestration.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.
Example of post-war facility.

Medium

Gardens Depot

CL/No.409

CL/No.411

CL/No.412

Christian Centre

Swimming Pool

Post Office
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Long Term
If existing windows and entrance doors replaced,
the reinstatement of more sympathetic
fenestration is encouraged.
Retain overall existing building form.
Long Term
If shade structure is required the new design
should be in accordance with the DCP Guidelines
and not interrupt views across the pool to the
Industrial Area and ocean.

Retain overall existing building form.
Long Term
Signage should be in accordance with the DCP
Guidelines.
Corporate colour schemes should not detract
from the character of the Precinct.
Formalise car parking arrangements immediately
in front of the building.
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Padang.

Roundabout.

George Fam Centre.
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Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.413

Padang

Open grassed area in centre of
Precinct.
Eastern edge defined by
landscaping.
The Administration Precinct is the
focus of the commercial and
community activity on the Island.
The roundabout is a prominent
townscape element with a public
noticeboard along the wall of
building 458 which plays an
important role in the community’s
social life.
The George Fam Centre is a large
single-storey rendered masonry
building with a corrugated asbestos
cement gabled roof.
It comprises a long main wing
running north/south with three
transverse wings projecting from its
western side and two toilet blocks
attached by covered ways located
to the east.
The building is located against the
escarpment with the eastern side
and toilets at ground level and the
western side and projecting wings
supported on square masonry
piers. The building was originally
symmetrical about the three wings
but was extended northwards with
an additional wing set slightly lower
in height than the original building.

Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.
Important social and recreational
area.
Component of Industrial and
Administrative Heritage Precinct.
Plays an important social function in
the community.

High

Retain open character of the space.
Reinforce existing pocket of palm plantings.

High

Retain overall central civic townscape element.
Retain public noticeboard.
Continue to maintain landscaped roundabout island.

This building is historically significant
as a purpose-built education
building, erected after the takeover of
the Island by the BPCo, and was the
first formal Asian Primary School to
operate on the Island. The building
illustrates the community facilities
provided by the mining company and
its size and location are indicative of
the size and social situation of the
Asian workforce at that time.
It is associated with the prominent
local figure, Fam Choo Beng.
It is a well-proportioned building in a
hillside setting and its reuse as a
Shire Council Office has a continuing
social value as the location of an
important and valuable facility.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
A Conservation Management Plan should be completed
prior to undertaking any major works.
Retain overall existing building form.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.
Avoid different window types and materials in the
building.

Roundabout

George Fam
Centre
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Long Term
If aluminium windows replaced, the reinstatement of
sashes to original details is strongly encouraged.
Replace intrusive elements with more appropriate
design.
Additions should only occur at the ends of the major
spine and the spaces between the wings should not be
infilled.
Formalise car parking arrangements immediately in
front of the building.
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412 Block.

408 Block.
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Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.201

412 block

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

Individual changes to units should be considered with
regard for the consistency of the block and Precinct.
If the building is refurbished, the linear form should be
retained.
Car parking should be planned so as not to dominate
surrounding space.

CL/No.202

408 block

Three-storey residential unit block.
Located at the rear of the Kampong.
Linear form, flat metal deck roof
blonde face brick. Concrete-framed
structure with painted, rendered
access balconies to the east and
individual balconies to the west, some
infilled with aluminium windows.
Access stairs at each end of block.
Three-storey residential unit block.
Located at the rear of the Kampong.
Linear form, flat metal deck roof red
face brick. Concrete-framed structure
with painted, rendered access
balconies to the east and individual
balconies to the west, some infilled
with aluminium windows. Access
stairs at each end of block.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

Individual changes to units should be considered with
regard for the consistency of the block and Precinct.
If the building is refurbished, the linear form should be
retained.
Car parking should be planned so as not to dominate
surrounding space.
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Type
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Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.228

409 block

Four-storey residential unit block,
commercial use at ground level.
Linear form, flat metal deck roof, red
face brick. Concrete-framed structure
with rendered access balconies to the
east and individual balconies to the
west, some infilled. Access stairs at
each end of block.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

CL/No285

413 block

Three-storey unit block. Located
opposite the Cove. Minor setback
from road alignment, metal mesh
fence. road. Linear form, flat metal
deck roof red face brick. Concreteframed structure. Access balconies to
the east and individual balconies to
the west, some infilled with aluminium
windows and concrete blocks.
Unsympathetic and ad hoc additions
at ground level.
Access stairs at each end of block.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

Commercial utility spaces should be screened by
landscaping or solid wall.
The rendered concrete balconies should be painted in
an appropriate colour scheme.
The mixed commercial/residential use of the block is
encouraged.
Use of landscaping to break up large area of car
parking spaces is encouraged.
Garbage areas should be designed.
A low, linear, stone wall fence to road alignment is
encouraged.
Unsympathetic extensions at the rear ground level of
the block should be designed to be consistent and
use more appropriate materials.
The use of the rear space for landscaping is
encouraged.
Car parking should be designed so as not to impact
on the immediate space around the block.
Garbage areas should be designed to not impact on
the area.
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Padang.
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Number
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Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.286

411 block

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

CL/No.288

Padang

Three-storey unit block. Ground level
used for under-cover parking. Located
opposite the Cove. Minor setback
from road alignment, metal mesh
fence along road. Flat metal deck roof
red face brick end walls, rendered and
painted east and west walls.
Concrete-framed structure. Some
glass louvre windows. New awning
structures to west balconies.
Landscaping to west.
Roof dominated by large satellite dish.
Open grassed area in centre of
Precinct.
Children’s play equipment and oval.
Edges defined by landscaping.

Component of Malay Kampong.
Important social and recreational area.

High

A low, linear, stone wall fence to road alignment is
encouraged.
Unsympathetic extensions at the rear ground level of
the block should be designed to be consistent and
use more appropriate materials.
The use of the rear space for landscaping is
encouraged.
Car parking should be designed so as not to impact
on the immediate space around the block.
Garbage areas should be designed to not impact on
the area.
Relocate satellite dish if feasible.
Area compromised by car parking.
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Type
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Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.289

410 block

Component of Malay Kampong heritage
Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

A low, linear, stone wall fence to road alignment is
encouraged.
Unsympathetic extensions at the rear ground level
of the block should be designed to be consistent
and use more appropriate materials.
Screen landscaping between residential block and
car parking is encouraged.
Garbage areas should be designed to not impact
on the area.
Relocate satellite dish if feasible.

CL/No290

Mosque

Three-storey unit block. Located
opposite the Cove. Set back from road
alignment, metal mesh fence to road.
Linear form, flat metal deck roof red
face brick. Concrete-framed structure.
Access balconies to the east and
individual balconies to the west, some
infilled with aluminium windows and
concrete blocks. Unsympathetic and
ad hoc additions at ground level
Access stairs at each end of block.
Single-storey, rendered masonry
square building with corrugated
asbestos cement hipped roof and
central roof lantern. Traditional Muslim
motifs used. Addition to rear of main
building. Minor setback from street
alignment, unsympathetic cyclone
fence around Mosque. Landmark
palms mark entrance to Precinct.

Community religious facility provided by
BPC.
Social significance as a place of
worship.
Landmark qualities.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Redesign perimeter fencing to Mosque.
Continued maintenance of building is encouraged.
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Management/Comment

CL/No416

Malay
School
407 block

Two adjacent traditional breezeway
blocks adapted for reuse as Malay
School.
Single-storey rendered masonry
structures with asbestos cement sheet
gabled roofs.
Extensions to the east of both blocks
in sympathetic design with metal
sheet roofs and an entrance portico
between creating a U-shaped
enclosed courtyard.
Traditional Muslim architectural motifs
above window heads and for gable
barge boards.
Extension to southern wing with
skillion roof.
Glass louvre and aluminium sliding
windows.

Example
of
early
style
staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Social significance as Islamic School.
Oldest
accommodation
buildings
remaining in Kampong.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in Post-war period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Continued maintenance of buildings is encouraged.

406 block

Traditional block at rear of School.
Single-storey rendered masonry
structure with asbestos cement roof,
gutters and downpipes.
Timber ledged and braced doors and
window shutters.

As for 407 block.

High

As for 407 Block.
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Type
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Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

404 block

Traditional, residential breezeway
block.
Single-storey living and service
quarters divided by a breezeway.
Asbestos cement gable roof to living
quarters and skillion roof to service
quarters. Timber verandah posts.
Timber ledged and braced doors and
window shutters
Currently used for storage and in a
neglected condition.
Single-storey living quarters. Asbestos
cement gable roof.
Timber verandah posts. Timber,
ledged and braced doors and window
shutters.
Unsympathetic metal-clad extension
to east with skillion roof.
Currently used for storage and in a
neglected condition.

Example of early style staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Oldest accommodation buildings
remaining in Kampong.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in post-war period.

High

The general maintenance of the buildings is
encouraged.
Retain overall existing building forms.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.

As for 404 block.

High

As for 404 Block.

405 block
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Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

Malay Club
Building

Single-storey community building with
asbestos cement sheet gable roof and
fibro clad walls. Elevated on low
rendered piers with ant cappings.
Front verandah filled in with
unsympathetic glass louvres and
aluminium framed glazing.
Original timber verandah posts with
stop chamfer detailing. Timber cross
brace balustrade detail at rear of
building.
Located opposite the Cove on the
street alignment
Three-storey unit block. Located on
alignment of road bridge. Flat metal
deck roof, red face brick end walls,
rendered and painted east and west
walls. Concrete-framed structure.
Glass louvre and aluminium sliding
windows. A/C units in windows
Building in poor condition.
Inappropriate metal mesh balustrades
to stairwells.

Example of community facility provided
by BPC in post-war period.
Social significance as meeting and
recreation place.
Early surviving building in Malay
Kampong.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
The restoration of this building is encouraged,
including the reinstatement of the front verandah and
original entrance from the street.
Cyclone mesh fence to street alignment should be
replaced with more appropriate fencing.
Car parking should be arranged so that it does not
impact on the surrounding space.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

General maintenance and upgrade of building is
encouraged.
Rendered surfaces should be painted in an
appropriate colour scheme.
Stairwell balsutrades should be replaced in a more
sympathetic material.
Maintain mature landscaping.
Resolve car parking issue.

401 block
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Number
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Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

402 block

Three-storey unit block. Flat metal
deck roof, red face brick end walls,
rendered and painted east and west
walls.
Concrete-framed structure with
concrete decks with metal mesh
balustrades to east and west of
building at first-floor level, car parking
under. Glass louvre and aluminium
sliding windows, many windows
removed. Building only partly
occupied. Inappropriate metal mesh
balustrades to stairwells.
Refurbished three-storey block. New
steel-framed balconies to the east with
perforated steel balustrades. Bullnose verandah to top level of
balconies. New flush doors and
aluminium-framed windows. New
weatherboard walls to east and west.
Rendered concrete end staircases
repainted.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

General maintenance and upgrade of building is
encouraged.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

Continue to maintain refurbished building.

403 block
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Type
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Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.201

412 block

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

Individual changes to units should be considered with
regard for the consistency of the block and Precinct.
If the building is refurbished, the linear form should be
retained.
Car parking should be planned so as not to dominate
surrounding space.

CL/No.202

408 block

Three-storey residential unit block.
Located at the rear of the Kampong.
Linear form, flat metal deck roof
blonde face brick. Concrete-framed
structure with painted, rendered
access balconies to the east and
individual balconies to the west, some
infilled with aluminium windows.
Access stairs at each end of block.
Three-storey residential unit block.
Located at the rear of the Kampong.
Linear form, flat metal deck roof red
face brick. Concrete-framed structure
with painted, rendered access
balconies to the east and individual
balconies to the west, some infilled
with aluminium windows. Access
stairs at each end of block.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

Individual changes to units should be considered with
regard for the consistency of the block and Precinct.
If the building is refurbished, the linear form should be
retained.
Car parking should be planned so as not to dominate
surrounding space.
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Type
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CL/No.228

409 block

Four-storey residential unit block,
commercial use at ground level.
Linear form, flat metal deck roof, red
face brick. Concrete-framed structure
with rendered access balconies to the
east and individual balconies to the
west, some infilled. Access stairs at
each end of block.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

CL/No285

413 block

Three-storey unit block. Located
opposite the Cove. Minor setback
from road alignment, metal mesh
fence. road. Linear form, flat metal
deck roof red face brick. Concreteframed structure. Access balconies to
the east and individual balconies to
the west, some infilled with aluminium
windows and concrete blocks.
Unsympathetic and ad hoc additions
at ground level.
Access stairs at each end of block.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

Commercial utility spaces should be screened by
landscaping or solid wall.
The rendered concrete balconies should be painted in
an appropriate colour scheme.
The mixed commercial/residential use of the block is
encouraged.
Use of landscaping to break up large area of car
parking spaces is encouraged.
Garbage areas should be designed.
A low, linear, stone wall fence to road alignment is
encouraged.
Unsympathetic extensions at the rear ground level of
the block should be designed to be consistent and
use more appropriate materials.
The use of the rear space for landscaping is
encouraged.
Car parking should be designed so as not to impact
on the immediate space around the block.
Garbage areas should be designed to not impact on
the area.
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Type
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CL/No.286

411 block

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

CL/No.288

Padang

Three-storey unit block. Ground level
used for under-cover parking. Located
opposite the Cove. Minor setback
from road alignment, metal mesh
fence along road. Flat metal deck roof
red face brick end walls, rendered and
painted east and west walls.
Concrete-framed structure. Some
glass louvre windows. New awning
structures to west balconies.
Landscaping to west.
Roof dominated by large satellite dish.
Open grassed area in centre of
Precinct.
Children’s play equipment and oval.
Edges defined by landscaping.

Component of Malay Kampong.
Important social and recreational area.

High

A low, linear, stone wall fence to road alignment is
encouraged.
Unsympathetic extensions at the rear ground level of
the block should be designed to be consistent and
use more appropriate materials.
The use of the rear space for landscaping is
encouraged.
Car parking should be designed so as not to impact
on the immediate space around the block.
Garbage areas should be designed to not impact on
the area.
Relocate satellite dish if feasible.
Area compromised by car parking.
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CL/No.289

410 block

Component of Malay Kampong heritage
Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

A low, linear, stone wall fence to road alignment is
encouraged.
Unsympathetic extensions at the rear ground level
of the block should be designed to be consistent
and use more appropriate materials.
Screen landscaping between residential block and
car parking is encouraged.
Garbage areas should be designed to not impact
on the area.
Relocate satellite dish if feasible.

CL/No290

Mosque

Three-storey unit block. Located
opposite the Cove. Set back from road
alignment, metal mesh fence to road.
Linear form, flat metal deck roof red
face brick. Concrete-framed structure.
Access balconies to the east and
individual balconies to the west, some
infilled with aluminium windows and
concrete blocks. Unsympathetic and
ad hoc additions at ground level
Access stairs at each end of block.
Single-storey, rendered masonry
square building with corrugated
asbestos cement hipped roof and
central roof lantern. Traditional Muslim
motifs used. Addition to rear of main
building. Minor setback from street
alignment, unsympathetic cyclone
fence around Mosque. Landmark
palms mark entrance to Precinct.

Community religious facility provided by
BPC.
Social significance as a place of
worship.
Landmark qualities.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Redesign perimeter fencing to Mosque.
Continued maintenance of building is encouraged.
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CL/No416

Malay
School
407 block

Two adjacent traditional breezeway
blocks adapted for reuse as Malay
School.
Single-storey rendered masonry
structures with asbestos cement sheet
gabled roofs.
Extensions to the east of both blocks
in sympathetic design with metal
sheet roofs and an entrance portico
between creating a U-shaped
enclosed courtyard.
Traditional Muslim architectural motifs
above window heads and for gable
barge boards.
Extension to southern wing with
skillion roof.
Glass louvre and aluminium sliding
windows.

Example
of
early
style
staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Social significance as Islamic School.
Oldest
accommodation
buildings
remaining in Kampong.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in Post-war period.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Continued maintenance of buildings is encouraged.

406 block

Traditional block at rear of School.
Single-storey rendered masonry
structure with asbestos cement roof,
gutters and downpipes.
Timber ledged and braced doors and
window shutters.

As for 407 block.

High

As for 407 Block.
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404 block

Traditional, residential breezeway
block.
Single-storey living and service
quarters divided by a breezeway.
Asbestos cement gable roof to living
quarters and skillion roof to service
quarters. Timber verandah posts.
Timber ledged and braced doors and
window shutters
Currently used for storage and in a
neglected condition.
Single-storey living quarters. Asbestos
cement gable roof.
Timber verandah posts. Timber,
ledged and braced doors and window
shutters.
Unsympathetic metal-clad extension
to east with skillion roof.
Currently used for storage and in a
neglected condition.

Example of early style staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Oldest accommodation buildings
remaining in Kampong.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in post-war period.

High

The general maintenance of the buildings is
encouraged.
Retain overall existing building forms.
Retain and minimise changes to original fabric.

As for 404 block.

High

As for 404 Block.

405 block
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Malay Club.

Malay Club.

401 Block.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

Malay Club
Building

Single-storey community building with
asbestos cement sheet gable roof and
fibro clad walls. Elevated on low
rendered piers with ant cappings.
Front verandah filled in with
unsympathetic glass louvres and
aluminium framed glazing.
Original timber verandah posts with
stop chamfer detailing. Timber cross
brace balustrade detail at rear of
building.
Located opposite the Cove on the
street alignment
Three-storey unit block. Located on
alignment of road bridge. Flat metal
deck roof, red face brick end walls,
rendered and painted east and west
walls. Concrete-framed structure.
Glass louvre and aluminium sliding
windows. A/C units in windows
Building in poor condition.
Inappropriate metal mesh balustrades
to stairwells.

Example of community facility provided
by BPC in post-war period.
Social significance as meeting and
recreation place.
Early surviving building in Malay
Kampong.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
The restoration of this building is encouraged,
including the reinstatement of the front verandah and
original entrance from the street.
Cyclone mesh fence to street alignment should be
replaced with more appropriate fencing.
Car parking should be arranged so that it does not
impact on the surrounding space.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

General maintenance and upgrade of building is
encouraged.
Rendered surfaces should be painted in an
appropriate colour scheme.
Stairwell balsutrades should be replaced in a more
sympathetic material.
Maintain mature landscaping.
Resolve car parking issue.

401 block
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402 Block.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

402 block

Three-storey unit block. Flat metal
deck roof, red face brick end walls,
rendered and painted east and west
walls.
Concrete-framed structure with
concrete decks with metal mesh
balustrades to east and west of
building at first-floor level, car parking
under. Glass louvre and aluminium
sliding windows, many windows
removed. Building only partly
occupied. Inappropriate metal mesh
balustrades to stairwells.
Refurbished three-storey block. New
steel-framed balconies to the east with
perforated steel balustrades. Bullnose verandah to top level of
balconies. New flush doors and
aluminium-framed windows. New
weatherboard walls to east and west.
Rendered concrete end staircases
repainted.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

General maintenance and upgrade of building is
encouraged.

Component of Malay Kampong
Heritage Precinct.
Staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Example of Singapore-style apartment
block.

High

Continue to maintain refurbished building.

403 block
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Heritage DCP
Part B5 Poon Saan Precinct
B5.1

History and Significance

B5.1.1 History
Poon Saan derived its name from a Chinese expression meaning ‘halfway up the hill’, which
describes its situation between Settlement and Drumsite. Although some evidence suggests that
the area was traversed by the early tramway lines from Phosphate Hill to the chutes above the
wharf (the remnant powder magazine beside Seaview Drive relates to this phase), the area in its
present form developed after the construction of Murray Road during the 1950s, with a small group
of labourer's barracks erected in the 1960s on the east side of Murray Road. A Police Station
formed part of this group of buildings. The main spur for development was the impending closure
of the mining fields at South Point in the late 1960s, when the BPC constructed large Singaporestyle apartment buildings at Poon Saan, plus a range of other facilities, such as the Poon Saan
Club, for the Chinese population relocated from South Point. The new Poon Saan settlement
effectively created a new township for the Chinese population within a decade. A feature was the
Technical Training School, opened in 1968 to provide skills training to the workforce in light of an
increasingly mechanised mining operation.
In 1969, the first pre-fabricated aluminium-clad houses were erected to the west of Poon Saan, this
area becoming known later as ‘Silver City’. In the mid-1970s, Poon Saan was the focus of
activities associated with the formation of the Union of Christmas Island Workers, whose early
meetings were held at the open-air cinema. The Union Office was established in the disused Poon
Saan Post Office in the late 1970s, but this was later destroyed by fire and a monument to the
Union erected in its place.

B.5.1.2 Significance
Poon Saan Precinct is historically important as the primary Chinese residential area on Christmas
Island and is the successor to the mining townships once located at Phosphate Hill and South
Point. It demonstrates the facilities provided for the Chinese community in the post-war period by
the mining company and the residential buildings illustrate the size and make-up of the workforce.
It was also the focus of the organisation of the workers that led to the formation of the Union of
Christmas Island Workers, especially the open-air cinema, and the location of the early Union
office facilities. Poon Saan is the place which the Chinese community identify as reflecting their
culture and place on the Island and it contains the Club, several temples and the restaurants and
shops that are valued by the Chinese community.
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B5.2 Management Policy
•

Council’s primary objective shall be to retain evidence of the Precinct’s history and its
character.

•

The impact of proposed development on each individual heritage building or element which
contributes to the character of the Precinct, and on the overall character of the Precinct, shall
be considered as part of the assessment of all applications for Planning Approval.

•

Individual properties shall be managed in accordance with the Heritage Assessment Table, this
DCP and its guidelines.

•

All buildings which are ranked from ‘exceptional’ to ‘medium’ significance in the HAT should be
kept. Individual buildings which have been ranked as of ‘low’ significance should, preferably,
be kept and enhanced by removing unsympathetic elements, as recommended in the HAT.
Individual buildings or structures, which have been ranked as of ‘no’ significance may be kept
or demolished (if intrusive) and replaced by more sympathetic development. Alternatively, they
may be enhanced or altered in accordance with this DCP.

•

All existing townscape or building elements identified in the HAT or this DCP which contribute
to the character of the Precinct shall be retained. Townscape or building elements which do
not contribute to the character of the Precinct shall not be permitted.

•

The original form, scale and detail of heritage buildings shall be retained and enhanced, where
possible. New development shall respect the towncape structure of Poon Saan buildings,
which comprises a ‘central core’ of religious and community buildings, surrounded by long
rectilinear commercial and residential buildings on level terraces.

•

New infill development shall generally respond to and not obscure the natural topography, manmade landform, historic townscape structure and/or the established form and pattern of
development in the Poon Saan Precinct, in accordance with the guidelines contained in this
DCP.

•

Additions and alterations to existing buildings shall be carefully sited and designed to retain the
intactness of heritage buildings and the characteristics which contribute to the significance of
the Poon Saan Precinct, in accordance with the guidelines contained in this DCP.

•

The characteristic materials and colours of the Precinct shall be used for additions and
alterations. Materials and colours sympathetic to the characteristic materials and colours may
be used in infill development.

•

Existing car parking arrangements shall be formalised, in accordance with the guidelines
contained in this DCP.

•

Contributory landscape elements, such as local stone walls and palm planting, shall be retained
and enhanced where possible.

•

The public domain, including contributory townscape elements such as the long, rectilinear
road network reinforced by high local stone retaining walls, shall be managed by Council.

•

Historic names used to identify streets, buildings and townscape elements shall be retained.
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B5.3

Distinctive Characteristics

B5.3.1 Elements which contribute to the heritage value of the Precinct, to be kept
Townscape:
•

The core of religious and community facilities (open-air cinema, temple), surrounded by
commercial and community buildings (restaurant, club, union) and residential flat buildings on
level terraces.

•

The terraced levels cut into the steeply sloping terrain with an interconnecting network of stairs.

•

The setting of buildings dominated by up to 2m high weathered stone retaining walls and
grassy banks at the edge of the roads.

•

Views from the terraces to the sea, over and between buildings, and from public spaces such
as the cinema.

•

Screen planting, including attractive palm tree planting beside roads, which softens the
appearance of long rectilinear residential buildings.

•

Consistent setback of buildings from the street.

•

Consistent rectilinear form and arrangement of residential buildings within the stepped terrain.

•

Rectangular concrete pavers to terrace areas.

Buildings:
•

Significant buildings:
— Poon Saan Club;
— Poon Saan Cinema;
— Temples;
— Workplace Temples and Shrines.
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•

A limited number of clearly defined building types which, while not having heritage significance
in their own right, contribute to the character of the Precinct.

•

Generally consistent scale, form and low rectilinear character of two to three-storey, flat-roofed
residential flats which contrast with the pitched roof form of 'breezeway' buildings

•

The consistent use of a limited number of materials and finishes such as rendered and painted
masonry walls.

•

Pitched heavy-duty corrugated fibre-cement roofs of 'breezeway units', with dark colour and
distinctive features, including horizontal lines formed by overlapping sheets, ventilating ridges,
'chunky' gutters and downpipes.
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1

3

2

4

6

5

7
Long, linear road network reinforced by
rectilinear buildings.

5. Historic association with Island Workers’ Union
movement.

Views from the terraces to the sea over lowscaled buildings.

6. Low-scaled buildings, stepping down the
terraced land form.

Significant community buildings, such as the
Poon Saan Club and Temples.

7. Early ‘breezeway’ buildings, which contrast to
the rectilinear residential flat building forms.

Various temples throughout the Precinct.
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B5.3.2 Elements which do not contribute to the heritage value of the Precinct, to be removed or
avoided
Townscape:
•

Intrusive fencing and balustrades in unsympathetic locations (wire mesh fencing, 'Italianate'
and brick balustrades to terraces).

•

Insufficient parking which leads to informal parking arrangements and makeshift structures
(such as, opposite, the early 'breezeway' buildings).

•

Uncharacteristic ‘keyed’ concrete block and concrete retaining walls.

•

Unsympathetic structures (satellite dishes, bus shelters, electrical substations, sheds) placed in
intrusive locations.

•

Insufficient landscaping around central core.

Buildings:
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•

Removal of original or early building components such as windows or ventilation openings.

•

Intrusive wall or window-mounted package air-conditioning units or utility connections,
especially where they can be viewed from the street.

•

Makeshift ‘lean-to’ additions and car parking structures.

•

Unsympathetic roof structures.

•

Inappropriate ‘colonial’ or ‘six panel’ style doors in modern buildings.
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1

4

2

3

5

7

6

8

1.

Makeshift ‘lean-to’ additions which do not
relate to the form of the original building.

5. Intrusive wire mesh fence.

2.

Unsympathetically roofed structures.

3.

Prominently located unsympathetic structures.

7. Uncharacteristic ‘keyed’ concrete and concrete
retaining walls.

4.

Inappropriate brick balustrades, wire mesh or
‘Italianate’ detail, on top of early local stone
walls.
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6. Inappropriate ‘Italianate’ detail.

8. Makeshift car parking structures and lack of
formalised car parking arrangements.
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B5.5

Alterations and Additions to Existing Buildings

B5.5.1 Building Siting and Setbacks
Aim:
•

To locate alterations and additions so that they will retain the significance of heritage items and
the positive characteristics which contribute to the heritage value of the Poon Saan Precinct.

•

To retain an appropriate setting for heritage buildings.

•

To maintain the privacy and amenity of adjoining or neighbouring properties.

Keep:
•

Existing buildings uncluttered by additions.

•

Sufficient space between buildings to retain views to the sea and keep pockets of open space.

Encourage:
•

Generally only minor additions and/or the replacement of existing unsympathetic additions for
buildings ranked as ‘exceptional’ to ‘medium’ significance in the HAT. Unsympathetic additions
to the long rectilinear residential buildings should be removed and not replaced, wherever
possible. These small-scale ‘add-ons’ disrupt their clean lines and repetitive pattern.

•

Additions, where required, which minimise the heritage impact while maintaining the privacy
and amenity of neighbouring property.

Avoid:
•

Locating additions where they can be seen from public places, especially where alternative
locations are available.

•

New buildings, unless:

−
−
−

they replace existing buildings which have been identified of ‘low’ or ‘no’ heritage
significance in the HAT.
they occupy vacant sites identified as suitable for redevelopment in a strategic plan for
the Poon Saan Precinct.
they comply with the guidelines for infill buildings.

Unsympathetic ‘add-ons’ to residential buildings disrupt their clean lines and should be avoided (left). While
there is more scope for additions to the ‘breezeway’ buildings, these should be located at the rear where they
cannot be seen from public places, such as this view from Murray Road (right).
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B5.5.2 Scale, Form and Character
Aim:
•

To ensure that alterations and additions fit in with the existing heritage buildings.

•

To enable the form of the original building to remain clearly visible so that it can be readily
understood.

Encourage:
•

The scale (height and size) of additions to be smaller than that of the existing heritage building
(set the roof line below the existing).

•

The form (massing and building arrangement) to complement and not compete with the existing
heritage building (a linked pavilion addition to ‘breezeway’ buildings).

•

The character (overall design treatment or style) of additions to complement the design of the
existing building. Where the addition is a clearly separate element it should not be designed to
be exactly the same as the existing building. It should be possible to distinguish the new from
the old on close inspection.

Avoid:
•

Additions which dominate the scale (height and size) of the existing heritage building or other
neighbouring heritage buildings.

•

Additional floors to existing buildings, especially as they generally form part of a group, and
provide views over the roofs to the sea.

•

Extending the existing roof over new additions without a break or change of level (see diagram
‘a’ over). This would alter the form and character of the existing heritage building.

•

Altering the existing roof shape.

•

Additions to the long rectilinear flat buildings, especially small scale ‘add-ons’ at the ends.

New roofs should be set down from the original to
allow the original form of buildings to be understood,
as in existing buildings.
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A ‘pavilion’ form of addition will allow the form of the
existing buildings to be understood and is appropriate
for ‘breezeway’ buildings. (See diagram ‘c’ over.)
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B5.5.5 Verandahs, Decks and Breezeways
Aim:
•

To ensure that the new verandahs, pergolas (shade structures) and privacy partitions in
multiple occupancy buildings complement the existing heritage buildings.

•

To retain characteristic elements of existing buildings.

Keep:
•

Existing verandahs, open decks and balconies, unless identified as unsympathetic to the
building (of ‘low’ or ‘no’ significance) in the HAT.

Encourage:
•

Siting of new verandahs and pergolas to minimise heritage impact and to retain the privacy and
amenity of neighbouring property. Generally pergolas are inappropriate for the long rectilinear
flat buildings, unless they are at ground level at the rear between buildings where they cannot
be seen from public places, and as part of a co-ordinated approach for the building as a whole.

•

Details of new verandahs, decks and pergolas to relate to the character of the existing building
(avoid makeshift shade structures or inappropriate ‘lattice’ infill).

Avoid:
•

Enclosing existing open verandahs, breezeways and covered links

•

Different types of privacy partitions or balustrades in the same building or groups of similar
buildings.

The open balconies and balustrades are a key feature of the long rectilinear residential buildings, which should
be kept. Where required for safety reasons, the balustrade may be backed by shadecloth of dark colour (green or
black) in order to be unobtrusive and recede into the background.
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B5.6.3 Details and Materials
Aim:
•

To relate to the existing materials and details which contribute to the significance of existing
heritage buildings.

Encourage:
•

The materials and details of new infill development to be compatible with, but not directly copy,
those of its older neighbours. The design of neighbouring heritage elements may be studied
and reinterpreted. Detail elements might be designed in a simpler manner or in new materials
with similar proportions to the original.

•

Using building methods and materials traditional to Poon Saan Precinct.

Avoid:
•

Using many different materials on the same building. Existing buildings use only a few building
materials in a restrained way.

•

Using materials which do not provide the opportunity for suitable colour schemes (unrendered
and unpainted brickwork where heritage buildings have painted masonry walls).

B5.7

Signage

Aim:
•

To encourage a consistent approach to building signage.

Encourage:
•

Signs to be located below the eaves line of buildings.

•

Signs to be of the same size and in the same location on groups of similar buildings.

Avoid:
•

Locating signs on roofs.

A consistent and effective approach to signage has been established by using elements at or near building
entrances and located below the eaves line. This establishes a pattern for future signage.
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B5.8

Vehicle Parking

Aim:
•

To ensure that existing car parking areas are arranged in a formal pattern, according to
accepted standards.

•

To ensure that the significance of the Poon Saan Precinct is not eroded by new garages,
carports or informally located parking areas.

•

To encourage shared car parking areas and discourage individual carports and garages.

Encourage:
•

Car parking areas to be laid out according to the Australian Standard (AS) 2890. Individual
spaces are to be the minimum width required by the standard, to provide increased
opportunities to maximise landscaping.

•

A major plan for car parking to be developed in response to current and future car parking
needs of the Poon Saan Precinct.

•

Car parking areas to be paved preferably with crushed limestone, not bituminous asphalt.

Avoid:
•

Car parking in other than assigned car parking areas. Use bollards to discourage car parking in
unauthorised areas such as open space.

•

Individual carports and garages. Generally there should be an integrated approach to parking
for the Precinct as a whole and garages and carports should only be sited where they cannot
be seen from public places.

Generally, individual carports and garages (left) are visually intrusive and inappropriate. Large areas of informal
parking in front of heritage buildings (right) detract from their setting. There should be an integrated approach to
parking for the Precinct as a whole.
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B5.9

Ancillary Structures

Aim:
•

To ensure that ancillary structures are sited and designed to respect the established
development pattern.

•

To retain the historic setting of existing buildings.

•

To retain the open spaces around buildings, uncluttered.

•

To ensure that ancillary structures are compatible with existing heritage buildings.

Encourage:
•

Ancillary structures (antennae, satellite dishes, garden sheds, portable and other small utility
structures or equipment) to be sited where they can be least seen from public spaces, provided
that the privacy and amenity of neighbouring property is retained.

•

The scale (height and size) of ancillary structures to be kept to the minimum required.

Avoid:
•

Siting ancillary structures in the open space between groups of buildings.

•

Siting ancillary structures where they can be seen from roads or other public spaces.

Small isolated structures such as this bus shelter (left) should be of dark colour and surrounded by a
minimum of paved area in order to minimise their visual impact. Ancillary structures, such as this satellite
dish (right), should be sited so that they cannot be seen from public places to avoid visual conflict with
heritage buildings and their settings.
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B5.10 Colour Schemes
Aim:
•

To encourage a consistent approach to colours of buildings of similar type.

•

To retain the existing range of colours on heritage buildings and landscape elements.

•

To ensure that new infill development responds to established colour schemes.

Encourage:
•

Colour schemes to reflect the historic appearance of existing buildings as follows:

•

‘Breezeway’ buildings:
Roofs:

unpainted roofs, darkened by ageing. New roofs should be light to dark
grey colour, not white, red or green which are uncharacteristic of early
roofs.

Walls:

light coloured painted masonry.

Openings
& trim:

windows of either lighter or darker colours to the walls, but not so dark
as to recede into the opening. Door and other detail components, such
as balustrades, to be painted in the same colour.

Flat roofed residential buildings:

•

Roofs:

to match existing low pitched metal roofing. New roofs to be of light to
dark grey colour, and be a similar colours as they can be seen from
many viewpoints.

Walls:

light coloured painted masonry. Eaves, expressed structural framing
and balustrades may be the same light colour as the walls (as seen in
existing) or of darker colour, in the same colour range. They should not
be so dark as to stand out in marked contrast to the wall colour.

Openings
& trim:

windows of either lighter or darker colours to the walls, but not so dark
as to recede into the opening. Door and other detail components, such
as balustrades, to be painted in the same colour.

Colour schemes for new infill buildings or ancillary structures to refer to those of their
neighbours, rather than be a direct copy of existing. These are to be similar to the range
recommended above for existing buildings in the immediate vicinity.

Avoid:
•

Introducing new colours which are substantially different from the established character of
neighbouring heritage buildings.

•

Dark, recessive or contrasting colours on windows, doors or other detail components.

•

Window jambs, frames and glazing bars painted in different or contrasting colours.
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B5.12

Paving and Landscaping

Aim:
•

To retain the historic setting of buildings, large areas of open space and small pockets of
landscaping in the Poon Saan Precinct.

Keep:
•

The open space of the central core, including the large areas of grass.

•

Existing mature tree and palm planting.

Encourage:
•

New paved areas, if required, to be the minimum area possible.

•

The use of traditional materials for paving, such as crushed limestone for vehicle parking areas,
and 600mm by 500mm concrete pavers for footpaths and terraces.

•

New planting to be of a size and species at maturity, which relates to the existing planting.

Avoid:
•

Uncharacteristic paving material, such as brick or tile, unless it cannot be seen from roads or
other public places.

•

The removal of trees and shrubs, unless with the consent of Council.

Local stone walls and the backdrop of
palm planting enhance the setting of key
elements of the Precinct, such as this
monument to the Union of Christmas
Island Workers.
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Pre-cast concrete pavers are most compatible in scale with
the long buildings. They should be used throughout the
Precinct, wherever paving is required, in preference to
other materials such as brick and tile.
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B5.13 Public Domain
Aim:
•

To retain positive townscape elements which are located on public land or are the
responsibility of Council.

Keep:
•

The existing pattern and formation of roads, including stone edges and landscaped earth
banks.

Encourage:
•

Ancillary structures, such as bus shelters or utility buildings, to relate sympathetically to the
character, details and materials of existing heritage buildings to which they relate.

•

Reinforcement of existing palm planting and local stone edges to roads.

•

Planting to be in scale with the building to which it relates.

•

The implementation of a landscape program on public lands to reinforce the landscape aims of
this DCP.

Avoid:
•

Changes to road or laneway width, alignment, gradient and paving.

•

Introducing kerbs in roads, other than existing local stone walls which define the edges of
roads.

The setting of residential buildings (left) would be enhanced by taller planting which relates in scale to the
building and helps screen unsympathetic elements, such as exposed services. Palm planting, local stone edges
to the roads and landscaped earth banks are a strong characteristic of Poon Saan Precinct (right), which should be
retained and reinforced by a landscape program on public lands.
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B5.15 Heritage Assessment Table — Poon Saan Precinct
The following Heritage Assessment Table (HAT) assesses the individual significance of every
individual building within the Settlement Service Precinct.
The buildings have been identified according to the Christmas Island Location Number. A brief
description of each building and its significance is stated along with a brief management policy for
each place.
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Silver Birch Restaurant.

UCIW Monument.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.234

UCIW
Monument

White marble-clad monument on level
grassed site.
Steps up from street level.
Red UCIW letters on small obelisk-type
monument with scales of justice at the top.
A brass plate detailing achievements of the
Union is at the bottom of the monument.

Monument on site of original office for
Union of Christmas Island Workers.
The building was burnt down on
17.9.91.
Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.

High

Continue to maintain monument and
surrounding landscaped setting.

Long, single-storey rendered masonry
building, asbestos cement sheet gable roof.
Elevated from street level with stone
retaining wall. Unsympathetic concrete
Italianate baluster wall to restaurant
terrace. Skillion roof extension over terrace
with unsympathetic face brick pillars.
Aluminium sliding windows and framed
doors.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Representative example of retail facility.

Medium

CL/No.236

Silver Birch
Restaurant

Long Term
Scales in corroded condition, replacement
necessary with drainage holes incorporated.
Smooth render brick pillars to match finish of
main building.
Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.

Long Term
Replace concrete balustrading in more
appropriate design.
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556 Block.

557 Block.

558 Block.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.268

556 Block
‘Harp’

One of a group of 14 multi-unit residential
buildings.
Two-storey rendered masonry building with
flat metal deck roof.
Located within sloping ground so that only
one storey visible from street. Use of stone
retaining walls.
Concrete-framed cantilevered access
verandah to both sides of first floor with
metal pipe verandah posts and baluster
detail.
A/C units within aluminium-framed
windows.
New, inappropriate, modern six-paned
entrance doors to units.
Mature landscaping creates strong street
vistas.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Representative example of early-type
staff accommodation provided by BPC
and illustrates the size and make-up of
the workforce.
Indicative of class and social conditions
during post-war period.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.
Retain views over existing rooflines to ocean.

557 Block
‘Lucinas’

As for Block 556.

As for Block 556.

High

As for Block 556.

558 Block
‘Mitre’

As for Block 556.

As for Block 556.

High

As for Block 556.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
Formalise existing car parking arrangements.
Avoid the use of different window and door
types and materials in the same building block
to ensure the character of the group is
retained.
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559 Block.

560 Block.

561 Block.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

559 Block
‘Dancer’

One of a group of 14 multi-unit residential
buildings.
Two-storey rendered masonry building with
flat metal deck roof.
Located within sloping ground so that only
one storey visible from street. Use of stone
retaining walls.
Concrete-framed, cantilevered, access
verandah to both sides of first floor with
metal pipe verandah posts and baluster
detail.
A/C units within aluminium-framed
windows.
New, inappropriate, modern six-paned
entrance doors to units.
Mature landscaping creates strong street
vistas.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Representative example of early-type
staff accommodation provided by BPC
and illustrates the size and make-up of
the workforce.
Indicative of class and social conditions
during post-war period.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.
Retain views over existing rooflines to the sea.

560 Block

As for Block 559.

As for Block 559.

High

As for Block 559.

561 Block

As for Block 559.

As for Block 559.

High

As for Block 559.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
Formalise existing car parking arrangements.
Avoid the use of different window and door
types and materials in the same building block
to ensure the character of the group is
retained.
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550 Block.

551 Block.

552 Block.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.269

550 Block

One of a group of 14 multi-unit residential
buildings.
Two-storey rendered masonry building with
flat metal deck roof.
Located within sloping ground so that only
one storey visible from street.
Concrete-framed cantilevered access
verandah to both sides of first floor with
metal pipe verandah posts and baluster
detail.
A/C units within aluminium-framed
windows.
New, inappropriate, modern six-paned
entrance doors to units.
Mature landscaping creates strong street
vistas.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Representative example of early-type
staff accommodation provided by BPC
and illustrates the size and make-up of
the workforce.
Indicative of class and social conditions
during post-war period.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.
Retain views over existing rooflines to the sea.

551 Block

As for Block 550.

As for Block 550.

High

As for Block 550.

552 Block
‘Venus’

As for Block 550.

As for Block 550.

High

As for Block 550.
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Long Term
Formalise existing car parking arrangements.
Avoid the use of different window and door
types and materials in the same building block
to ensure the character of the group is
retained.
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553 Block.

555 Block.

554 Block.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

553 Block
‘Pearl’

One of a group of 14 multi-unit residential
buildings.
Two-storey rendered masonry building with
flat metal deck roof.
Located within sloping ground so that only
one storey visible from street. Use of stone
retaining walls.
Concrete-framed cantilevered access
verandah to both sides of first floor with
metal pipe verandah posts and baluster
detail.
A/C units within aluminium-framed
windows.
New, inappropriate, modern six-paned
entrance doors to units.
Mature landscaping creates strong street
vistas.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Representative example of early-type
staff accommodation provided by BPC
and illustrates the size and make-up of
the workforce.
Indicative of class and social conditions
during post-war period.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.
Retain views over existing rooflines to the sea.

554 Block
‘Olive’

As for Block 553.

As for Block 553.

High

As for Block 553.

555 Block
‘Nautilus’

As for Block 553.

As for Block 553.

High

As for Block 553.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines

Long Term
Formalise existing car parking arrangements.
Avoid the use of different window and door
types and materials in the same building block
to ensure the character of the group is
retained.
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Poon Saan Club.

540 Block.

540 Block, garage.

540 Block, garage.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.270

Poon Saan
Club

Long, single-storey rendered masonry
building, asbestos cement sheet gable roof.
Features a curved triangular projecting flat
verandah over the entrance door which has
a broad entablature carrying the name of
the Club in English on one side and in
Chinese on the other.
Elevated from street level with stone
retaining wall. Unsympathetic, low brick
baluster wall to restaurant terrace.
Aluminium sliding windows and framed
doors.
Intrusively located satellite dish.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Example of community facilities
provided by BPC.
Social significance as important
community social and recreational
facility.
Associated with the Union of Christmas
Island Workers in the 1970s as a venue
for meetings.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain existing original fabric and minimise
changes.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.

One in a row of traditional breezeway
blocks that are situated perpendicular to
main road.
Single-storey living and service quarters
divided by a breezeway. Asbestos cement
gable roof to living quarters and skillion roof
to service quarters. Asbestos gutters.
Metal verandah posts
Chain wire fence to street above stone
retaining wall.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Example of early-style staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Part of group of the oldest
accommodation buildings in Poon
Saan.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in post-war period.

High

Gabled and skillion roof garages,
inappropriately located.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.

None

CL/No.301

540 Block

Garages
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Long Term
Remove brick baluster and replace with more
sympathetic materials.

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.
Long Term
Formalise car parking arrangements.

Long Term
Formalise existing car parking arrangements.
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541 Block.
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Former Police Station.
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Christmas
Location
Number

CL/No.302

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

541 Block

One in a row of traditional breezeway
blocks that are situated perpendicular to
main road.
Single-storey living and service quarters
divided by a breezeway with aluminiumframed infill window. Asbestos cement
gable roof to living quarters and skillion roof
to service quarters. New aluminium fascia
gutters and PVC downpipes. Metal
verandah posts.
Chain wire fence to street above stone
retaining wall. Inappropriately located
satellite dish.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Example of early-style staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Part of group of the oldest
accommodation buildings in Poon
Saan.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in post-war period.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.

Single-storey rendered building parallel to
road. Asbestos gable roof and gutter.
Concrete awning to front verandah with
metal posts.
Steel-framed windows.
Chain wire fence to street above stone
retaining wall.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Historic significance as former Police
Station for upper area of Island.
Relic of period of high population on
Island.

Medium

Former Police
Station
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Long Term
Formalise existing car parking arrangements.
Replace existing wire mesh fence with more
appropriate design.
Relocate satellite dish.

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.
Long Term
Replace existing wire mesh fence with more
appropriate design.

Page 43

CI Heritage Assessment Table
Part B5 — Poon Saan Precinct

546 Block.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.303

Park

Grassed area behind breezeway blocks
used for recreation.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Social significance as common
recreation space.

Medium

Retain open space.

CL/No.304

546 Block

One in a Precinct of traditional breezeway
blocks.
Single-storey living and service quarters
divided by a breezeway and on two levels
following the slope of the land.
Asbestos cement gable roof to living
quarters and skillion roof to service
quarters. New aluminium fascia gutters
and PVC downpipes. Metal verandah
posts
Chain wire fences and low hedges define
property boundaries.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Example of early-style staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Part of group of the oldest
accommodation buildings in Poon
Saan.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in post-war period.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.

As for Block 546.

As for Block 546.

High

547 Block
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Long Term
Replace wire mesh fence with more
appropriate design.

As for Block 546.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.308

542 Block

One in a row of traditional breezeway
blocks that are situated perpendicular to
main road.
Single-storey living and service quarters
divided by a breezeway with aluminiumframed infill window. Asbestos cement
gable roof to living quarters and skillion roof
to service quarters. Asbestos cement
gutters and downpipes.
Metal verandah posts
Chain wire fence to street above stone
retaining wall. Inappropriately located
satellite dish.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Example of early-style staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Part of group of the oldest
accommodation buildings in Poon
Saan.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in post-war period.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.

As for Block 542.

As for Block 542.

High

543 Block
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Long Term
Replace wire mesh fence with more
appropriate design.

As for Block 542.
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554 Block.

555 Block.

Bus Shelter.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.309

554 Block

One in a row of traditional breezeway
blocks that are situated perpendicular to
main road.
Single-storey living and service quarters
divided by a breezeway with aluminiumframed infill window. Asbestos cement
gable roof to living quarters and skillion roof
to service quarters. New aluminium fascia
gutters and downpipes. Metal verandah
posts.
New opening in end wall.
Chain wire fence to street above stone
retaining wall.
Inappropriately located satellite dish.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Example of early-style staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Part of group of the oldest
accommodation buildings in Poon
Saan.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in post-war period.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.

555 Block

As for Block 554.
Some original timber-ledged window
shutters remain.

As for Block 554.

High

As for Block 554.

Bus Shelter

Brick and concrete block structure with
timber-framed metal-clad skillion roof.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.

None

Garage

Concrete block structure with metal deck,
skillion roof.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.

None

Long Term
Replace with sympathetic infill design in
accordance with DCP Guidelines.
Long Term
Replace with sympathetic infill design in
accordance with DCP Guidelines.
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562 Block.

563 Block.

Temple.

Bus Shelter.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.312

562 Block

One of a group of 14 multi-unit residential
buildings in original condition.
Two-storey rendered masonry building with
flat metal deck roof.
Located within sloping ground so that only
one storey visible from street. Use of stone
retaining walls.
Concrete-framed cantilevered access
verandah to both sides of first floor with
metal pipe verandah posts and baluster
detail.
Fixed louvre and metal-framed windows.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Representative example of early-type
staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of class and social conditions
during post-war period.

High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.
Screening encouraged between unit blocks
and open public space to give privacy to
occupants and screen washing lines and other
utilities.
Retain views over existing rooflines to the sea.
Long Term
Formalise existing car parking arrangements.
Avoid the use of different window and door
types and materials in the same building block
to ensure the character of the group is
retained.
As for Block 562

CL/No.313

563 Block

As for Block 562

As for Block 562

High

CL/No.314

Temple

Single-storey rendered masonry structure
on built up terrace elevated from street
level.
Hipped roof with red glazed terracotta tiles
and ridges. Skillion extension at front of
temple with metal decking and timber
posts. Rendered steps from street level
and stone retaining walls around terrace.

Component of Temples Heritage
Group.
Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Social significance as religious and
community facility.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain as a religious and community facility.

CL/No.405

Bus Shelter

Steel-framed structure with timber-framed
skillion roof and corrugated metal-clad
roofing and rear wall.
Located in visually prominent position on
main road through Precinct.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.

None

Replace with more appropriate structure or
screen open area with suitable landscaping.
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549 Block.
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Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.434

549 Block

Long, single-storey rendered masonry
structure in an elevated position and
parallel to the road. Reused for temple
purposes.
Variation on breezeway block where living
and service spaces are provided beneath
the one roof.
Asbestos cement gable roof with asbestos
gutters and downpipes.
Metal verandah posts.
High stone retaining wall to street with low
masonry wall above.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Example of early-style staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in post-war period.

Exceptional

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.
Retain views over existing rooflines to the sea.

As for Block 549. Residential use.
Intrusive metal-clad addition to north end of
building visible from street.
Mature trees line street.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Example of early-style staff
accommodation provided by BPC.
Representative of class and social
conditions on Island in post-war period.

CL/No.435

548 Block

Long Term
Avoid the use of different window and door
types and materials in the same building block
to ensure the character of the group is
retained.

Component of Temples Heritage
Group.
Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Social significance as religious and
community facility
High

Retain existing building and roof form.
Retain and minimise changes to existing
original fabric.
Retain landscaping and low stone wall along
street alignment.
Retain views over existing rooflines to the sea.
Long Term
Avoid the use of different window and door
types and materials in the same building block
to ensure the character of the group is
retained.
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514 Block.

515 Block.
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Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

CL/No.469

469 Block

One of a group of three multi-unit
residential buildings adjacent to the cinema
open area, stepping down the sloping site.
Currently in an unoccupied condition.
Two-storey rendered masonry buildings
with flat metal deck roofs. Screened from
street and surrounding open space by
landscaping.
Use of stone and concrete block retaining
walls.
Concrete-framed cantilevered access
verandah to both sides of first floor with
metal pipe verandah posts and baluster
detail.
A/C units within aluminium-framed
windows.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Representative example of early-type
staff accommodation provided by BPC.
Indicative of class and social conditions
during post-war period.

High

Retain or replace with sympathetic infill in
accordance with the DCP guidelines.
Replace concrete block retaining walls with
appropriate design.

514 Block

As for Block 469.

As for Block 469.

High

As for Block 469.

515 Block

As for Block 469.

As for Block 469.

High

As for Block 469.
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Cinema.

Cinema.

Temple.

Garages.
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Christmas
Location
Number

Building
Type

Description

Heritage Significance

Heritage
Ranking

Management/Comment

Cinema

Large open public space taking advantage
of natural fall of land to create an
amphitheatre for use as a cinema.
A face brick projection booth is located at
the top of the hill and the screen with a
public toilet block at the bottom of the hill.
The screen is supported by steel framing
and a small stage sits in front of the screen.
Concrete-framed raked seating is provided
with a concrete footpath between levels
and grassed spaces to either side of the
seating area.
The open space has panoramic views to
the ocean with a foreground of mature
landscaping including large palms.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Recreational facility provided by BPC.
Successor to series of open-air
cinemas on Island, and the last one in
operation.
Associations with formation of UCIW in
the 1970s as meeting and rally venue.

High

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain open character of area.
Retain views over cinema to the sea.

Temple

Small pavilion structure with octagonal
hipped metal roof.
The pavilion stands on a flat terrace tiled
with glazed white square tiles.

Exceptional

Refer to separate Heritage Inventory Form.
Retain as a religious and community facility.

Garages

Car parking is provided for the traditional
breezeway blocks across the road from the
residences in makeshift structures.
Mainly timber and corrugated metal sheds
with skillion roofs. Intrusive elements along
street vista.
Hard surface open space between unit
blocks used for recreation.

Component of Temples Heritage
Group.
Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Social significance as religious and
community facility.
Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.

None

Formalise car parking arrangements.

Component of Poon Saan Heritage
Precinct.
Recreation facility provided by BPC.

Medium

Retain as recreation space.
Retain views over space to the sea.

Basket ball
Court
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Christmas Island Heritage DCP
Part C Information for Applicants
C1

General Information about this Heritage DCP

(Note: This section incorporates relevant recommendations made in Volume 1 of this report).

C1.1

Citation

This Policy is entitled the Shire of Christmas Island Heritage Development Control Policy, 199…,
referred to as a Heritage DCP. It came into operation on adoption by the Council of the Shire of
Christmas Island on ………

C1.2

Structure of this DCP

This DCP is divided into three parts:
•

Part A General Guidelines: gives information on the heritage significance of Christmas Island and
answers questions about basic conservation concepts and processes. It provides general
guidelines for maintenance and alterations and additions to existing buildings and guidelines for
new infill buildings, in accordance with accepted conservation practice and Council‘s
requirements.

•

Part B Precinct DCPs: provide guidance for applicants undertaking alterations and additions or
infill development in Heritage Precincts. The Precinct DCPs are as follows:

−
−
−
−
−
•

Part B1 Settlement Residential
Part B2 Settlement Service
Part B3 Industrial and Administrative
Part B4 Malay Kampong
Part B5 Poon Saan

Part C General Information: provides information about the legal status of the DCP, Council’s
requirements for making application for Planning Approval and information to be submitted by
the applicant when making an application to Council for Planning Approval. It provides
information about assessment procedures which Council will follow in deciding whether to
approve an application. A definitions section provides a dictionary of information about heritage
terms used in this DCP, and includes other frequently used heritage terms.

C1.3

Aims

This Heritage DCP has the following aims:
•

To provide detailed information on the management of Heritage Precincts within Christmas
Island.

•

To supplement information contained in Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning Scheme No.1
relating to heritage.

Christmas Island Heritage Review, DCPs and Guidelines
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•

To provide detailed guidelines to assist the community and Council when development of any
building, object, structure or place within a heritage precinct is proposed.

C1.4

Land to which the DCP applies

This DCP applies to places of cultural heritage value included in the Shire Heritage List and to land
identified on the DCP maps as Heritage Precincts, described as follows:
•

Settlement Residential Precinct

•

Settlement Service Precinct

•

Industrial and Administrative Precinct

•

Malay Kampong Precinct

•

Poon Saan Precinct

C1.5

Relationship to Planning Scheme, Other Polices and Documents

This Heritage DCP supplements information contained the following statutory plans:
•

Australian Heritage Commission Act, 1995;

•

Town Planning and Development Act, 1928 (WA) (CI); and

•

Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning Scheme No.1 - District Zoning Scheme.

This Heritage DCP supplements information contained in the following polices adopted by the
Council:
•

Planning Policies under Section 8.6 of the Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning Scheme
No.1; and

•

Residential Planning Codes of Western Australia (R Codes).

C2

Applications for Planning Approval

C2.1

What development requires approval?

Generally, an application to Council for Planning Approval is required for all development within a
Heritage Precinct. Development is defined in the Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning
Scheme No. 1. Generally it involves any work to a place within a Heritage Precinct which is likely
to materially affect its external appearance or adversely affect the heritage significance or
setting,og the place or the heritage significance of the heritage precinct.
The work may include the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Page 2

demolition (in whole or in part) of a component (or element), including any building, object,
structure, work or landscape feature of the Heritage Precinct;
external alterations and extensions to a component (or element) of the Heritage Precinct;
internal alterations to a heritage building;
new development in a Heritage Precinct; and/or
subdivision.
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If you are in doubt as to whether a Development Application is required, consult with Council’s
Planning and Building Department.

C2.2

What work does not require Planning Approval?

The Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning Scheme No.1 exempts certain works, from requiring
Planning Approval. Generally, these involve the carrying out of any maintenance, improvement or
other minor alteration to a place which does not enhance its external appearance or adversely
affect its heritage significance or setting, or the heritage significance of the Heritage Precinct.
These works are generally termed maintenance and repair, and minor works. They are described
below.

C2.3

Maintenance and repair

Maintenance is a process which helps prevent damage to a place and protects it from the effects
of ageing and decay. Early action will save money in the long run. It may include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

removing leaf litter from gutters to prevent deterioration;
tightening screws and bolts to ensure fixtures are securely held in place;
re-hinging doors/gates;
replacing broken windows, fly screens etc;
sealing gaps;
pest control;
repainting surfaces which are already painted, using the same colours. (Repainting in different
colours from the existing is not regarded as maintenance and requires Planning Approval); and
tree surgery.

Maintenance does not include works that result in changes to the external appearance of a
building or structure, such as the introduction of new materials. For example, the replacement of
an asbestos cement roof with a new metal roof is not regarded as maintenance and requires
Planning Approval.
Repair is slightly different to maintenance, as it generally involves restoration and reconstruction,
as defined by the Burra Charter. Repair, however, is equally important to ensure that a building or
structure is appropriately looked after and conserved.
Maintenance and repair are encouraged for heritage buildings and other elements, including
landscape features, which contribute to the significance of Heritage Precincts. However, before
commencing it is important to ensure that the proposed works do not require Planning Approval
from Council, even if they are recommended in the Heritage Assessment Table (HAT). It is
recommended that you contact Council’s Planning and Building Department prior to undertaking
works, in order to determine whether Planning Approval is required and to ensure the work you
propose will not affect the heritage significance of the place involved.

C2.4

Minor Works

Council may not require Planning Approval for works undertaken within a Heritage Precinct which
are of a minor nature and would not materially affect the external appearance of a place or
adversely affect its heritage significance or setting, or the heritage significance of the Precinct.
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These works may involve the following, provided that Council is satisfied that the impact of the
proposed works would not adversely affect heritage significance:
•

changes of use (not involving alterations) to a building or structure;

•

alterations to the interior of a building or structure that is not of cultural heritage value (ie is of
"low" or "no" significance in the HAT; and

•

alterations to the exterior of a building or structure which do not “materially affect the external
appearance of the building”.

It will be necessary to consult with Council’s Planning and Building Department, prior to
undertaking such works, to determine whether Planning Approval is required and to ensure the
work you propose would not affect the heritage significance of the place.

C2.5 Demolition
The demolition (in whole or part) of a heritage building, object, structure or other element which
contributes to the character of a Heritage Precinct, is contrary to the intent of the heritage listing
and should be treated as a last resort.
In assessing an application for demolition within a heritage precinct, Council will need to consider
the following:
•

the heritage significance of the building, object, structure or element;

•

its condition, including structural condition and integrity;

•

a comparison with other similar buildings, objects, structures or elements;

•

the contribution made by the building, object, structure or element to the heritage significance
of the place and its setting, to other places of heritage significance in the vicinity, and to the
heritage precinct; and

•

the design and suitability of the proposed replacement development.

If the structural capability of a building is being argued, Council may request the submission of a
report by a structural engineer to determine whether the building is, or is not, structurally capable
of reasonable and economic use.

C3

Information to be Submitted with an Application for Planning Approval

C3.1

Generally

If you are considering making changes to a place or undertaking new development in a Heritage
Precinct, it is important that you understand its significance before deciding what changes you
should make. The guidelines contained in this DCP are provided to assist.
Generally the level of information required by Council, will relate to the nature and complexity of
the application and the level of heritage significance of the place. This can be discussed with the
Planning and Building Department when preparing your proposal, prior to submitting it to Council.
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When submitting an application, the applicant should try to demonstrate that the proposal will not
adversely impact on the heritage significance of the place and its setting, on other places of
heritage significance in the vicinity, or the Heritage Precinct.

C3.2

Documentation

Details of submission requirements for development in Heritage Precincts are contained in Clause
5.1.5 of the Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning Scheme No.1. Generally the following is
required:
•

accurately scaled drawings; and

•

finish and colour schedules.

In addition to the above requirements, you may need to provide the following:
•

A Heritage Assessment (a Heritage Impact Statement or Conservation Plan)

•

Archival records, where demolition or partial demolition is involved.

These requirements are described below.

C3.3

Drawings

Drawings shall be as required by clause 5.1.5.1 of the Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning
Scheme No. 1, as follows:
(a) Street elevations drawn to a scale not smaller than 1:100 showing the proposed development

and the whole of the existing development on each lot immediately adjoining the land the
subject of the application, and drawn as one continuous elevation;
(b) Side and rear elevations of the proposed development, drawn to a scale of not smaller than

1:100;
(c) In addition to a site plan, a plan of the proposed development site showing existing and

proposed ground levels over the whole of the land the subject of the application, and the
location, type and height of all existing structures and of all existing vegetation exceeding 2
metres in height, and marking any existing structures and vegetation proposed to be removed;
such plan shall be drawn to the same scale as the site plan;

C3.4

Finish and Colour Schedules

Finish and colour schedules shall be as required by Clause 5.1.5.1 of the Shire of Christmas Island
Town Planning Scheme No. 1 as follows:
(d) A detailed schedule of all finishes, including materials and colours of the proposed

development and, unless the Council exempts the applicant from the requirement or any part
of it, the finishes of the existing developments on the subject lot and on each lot immediately
adjoining the subject lot; and
(e) A detailed schedule of all finishes, including materials and colours of the proposed

development, and unless the Council exempts the applicant from the requirement or any part
of it, also the existing developments on the subject lot and on each lot immediately adjoining
the subject lot;
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C3.5

Heritage Impact Statements

For substantial proposals affecting a place designated as "exceptional" or "high" significance in the
HAT (i.e. those on the Heritage List), you will need to submit a Heritage Impact Statement with
your application. This should address the following, as a minimum:
•
•
•

why the place has heritage significance;
what impact the proposed works will have on the significance of the place and its setting, on
other places of heritage significance in the vicinity, and to the heritage precinct; and
what measures are proposed to mitigate any negative impacts.

Generally, the impact should be minimal so that the heritage significance of the place or other
places is not compromised in any way. If, however, the proposed works will have an impact on the
heritage significance of the place or precinct, the Statement of Heritage Impact must provide clear
arguments as to why such action is required.
The Statement should also demonstrate whether other options which may have less impact, were
not viable or explored.
Where demolition is proposed, Council may require submission of a more detailed report outlining
the significance of the place, the condition of building fabric, the cost of its conservation and an
exploration of the viability of its re-use. This should form part of the Heritage Impact Statement.

C3.6

Conservation Plan

Where substantial works are proposed to heritage place of "exceptional' heritage significance (ie
those which are included in the Register of the National Estate), a Conservation Plan will need to
be submitted with the application.
A Conservation Plan is similar to a Heritage Impact Statement, however it is more thorough in its
assessment of significance, and includes a conservation policy together with management
implementation recommendations. A document entitled The Conservation Plan by J S Kerr
provides detailed guidance for the preparation of Conservation Plans and is available at Council’s
Planning and Building Department and Library.
The Heritage List and Heritage Inventory Forms, contained in Volume 3 of this report, identify
which properties have "exceptional" significance. These can be obtained from Council’s Planning
and Building Department, which should be consulted at the outset when preparing a Conservation
Plan.

C3.7

Archival Records

Where demolition of a heritage place is approved, be it building, object, structure or other element
which contributes to the significance of the Heritage Precinct is approved, it will generally be
conditional upon the submission of an archival record of the building and site. Generally, black and
white photographs, keyed to a plan of the building, should be prepared together with colour slides,
as a minimum. In some cases, such as a building listed in the RNE, measured drawings will also
be required. These should illustrate all elevations of the buildings and site, plans and sections,
and provide details of decorative features of the buildings, such as ventilation openings, and other
unusual or contributory elements identified in the HAT.
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Guidelines produced jointly by the New South Wales Department of Planning (now Urban Affairs
and Planning) and Heritage Council, entitled How to prepare Archival Records for Heritage Items
are available at Council’s Planning and Building Department and Library to assist.

C4

Assessment of the Application by Council

When you propose to undertake development of your property, Council will respond in the
following ways:
•

to provide guidance with the preparation and lodgement of an application for Planning
Approval;

•

to refer the application to the Australian Heritage Commission, if required;

•

to notify other property owners, if it considers that the amenity of surrounding properties may be
affected and in accordance with the requirements of Clause 6.3 of the Shire of Christmas Island
Town Planning Scheme No. 1;

•

to assess the merits of the proposal with regard to the following heritage considerations, in
addition to other planning and building requirements;
the impact of the proposal on the heritage significance of the place and its setting, be it
a building, object, structure or other element which contributes to the heritage
significance of the Heritage Precinct, including landscape features;
the impact of the proposal on the heritage significance of other places of heritage
significance in the vicinity and on their settings; and
the impact of the proposal on the heritage significance of the precinct and on elements
which contribute to its significance.

•

to determine the application in one of the following three ways, in accordance with the
requirements of Clause 5.1.6.1 of the Shire of Christmas Island Planning Scheme No. 1:
(a) refuse approval;
(b) grant approval without conditions; or
(c) grant approval with conditions including conditions aimed at the conservation of the place or

precinct.
It is recommended that you consult with Council’s Planning and Building Department from the
earliest stage of preparing your application. While the ultimate decision to approve your
application rests with Council, previous discussion with Council’s Planning and Building officers will
assist to ensure that your application is made with an awareness of Council’s heritage planning
controls and submission requirements.

C5

Definitions

The following includes heritage terms used in this Heritage DCP, and other frequently used
heritage terms. They accord with definitions contained in the Shire of Christmas Island Town
Planning Scheme No.1, which are referred to in italics. Other terms, used in accepted heritage
guidelines, such as the Burra Charter and the document entitled Heritage Items and Abbreviations,
published by the NSW Heritage Office and the Department of Urban Affairs and Planning, 1996
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have been included. Words in brackets are recommended amendments to the wording contained
in the Draft Planning Scheme.
Adaptation Modification of a heritage place to suit a proposed, compatible use.
Aesthetic Significance A place having this value is significant because it has visual or sensory
appeal, landmark qualities and/or creative or technical excellence.
AHC Australian Heritage Commission.
Ancillary Structure A building or structure which is incidental to the predominant use of land and
buildings.
Archaeological Assessment A study undertaken to establish the archaeological significance
(research potential) of a particular site and to propose appropriate management actions.
Archaeological Relic see preferred term, Relic
Archaeological Significance A category of significance referring to scientific value or ‘research
potential’ ie the ability to yield information through investigation. See also technical/research
significance.
Australia ICOMOS The national committee of the International Council on Monuments and Sites,
responsible for the Burra Charter.
Burra Charter (and its guidelines). Charter adopted by Australia ICOMOS which establishes the
nationally accepted principles for the conservation of places of cultural heritage significance.
Christmas Island Heritage Review Is a document (in three Volumes) which identifies, assesses and
makes recommendations for the management of heritage resources of Christmas Island. The
review includes this DCP.
Compatible Use A use for a heritage place which involves no change to its culturally significant
fabric, changes which are substantially reversible or changes which make a minimum impact.
Conjectural Reconstruction Alteration of a heritage place to simulate a possible earlier state, which
is not based on documentary or physical evidence. This treatment is outside the scope of the
Burra Charter’s conservation principles.
Conservation Has the same meaning as in the Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning Scheme
No. 1 as follows:

Conservation: means in relation to any place or heritage precinct, the management of that place
or precinct in a manner that will:
(a) enable the cultural heritage significance of that place or precinct to be retained; and
(b) all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural significance without

diminishing the cultural heritage significance of that place or precinct, and may include the
preservation, stabilisation, protection.
All the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural significance. It includes
maintenance and may, according to circumstances, include preservation, restoration,
reconstruction and adaptation and will be commonly a combination of more than one of these.
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Conservation Plan a document which assesses the heritage significance of a place, and contains
management policies to retain its significance. It can include guidelines for additional development
or maintenance of the place which accord with management policies.
Conservation Policy A proposal to conserve a heritage place arising out of the opportunities and
constraints presented by the statement of heritage significance and other considerations.
Contributory Building A building or structure which has been designated of "exceptional to medium"
significance in the HAT which contributes to the heritage significance (or value) or overall character
of a Heritage Precinct. Used interchangeably with the term ‘Heritage Building’.
Contributory Element An object or component of a Heritage Precinct, including man-made and
landscape features which contributes to the heritage significance (or value) or overall character of
a Heritage Precinct. Used interchangeably with the term ‘townscape element’.
Cultural Heritage Significance See preferred term, Heritage Significance
Curtilage Has the same meaning as in the Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning Scheme No. 1
as follows:

Curtilage: in relation to a dwelling means the yard of the dwelling, or an area in the immediate
vicinity of the dwelling on the same lot used for purposes ancillary to the dwelling. The curtilage
shall not include the area located between the street frontage of the lot and the dwelling thereon
except with the special approval of the Council.
For other buildings and places it is the geographical area that provides the physical context for a
place, and which contributes to its heritage significance. Land title boundaries and heritage
curtilages do not necessarily coincide.
DCP Abbreviation for this Shire of Christmas Island Heritage Development Control Policy.(or
Heritage DCP)
Development Has the same meaning as in Clause 5.1.4.5 of the Shire of Christmas Island Town
Planning Scheme No. 1 as follows:
‘Development’ ……… shall also include in relation to any place entered in the Register of the
National Estate or contained within a Heritage Precinct, any act or thing that:
i.

is likely to significantly change the character of the place or the external appearance of any
building. (materially affect the external appearance of any building or the heritage
significance of the place); or

ii. would constitute an irreversible alteration to the fabric of any building.

Fabric All the physical material of a place, including surroundings and contents, which contribute to
its heritage significance.
HIF Abbreviation for Heritage Inventory Form
HAT Abbreviation for Heritage Assessment Table
Heritage Assessment Criteria Principles by which values for heritage significance are described and
tested. See historical, aesthetic, social, technical/research, representativeness, rarity.
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Heritage Inventory Form (HIF) A form which has been prepared for each place of "exceptional" or
"high" cultural heritage significance in Christmas Island. It identifies why the place has heritage
significance and contains preliminary conservation policies to assist in the management of the
heritage significance of the place. The HIF can be inspected at Council’s Planning and Building
Department and the Library.
Heritage Assessment Table (HAT) A table which has been prepared for each heritage precinct. It
identifies all buildings, objects, and structures. It identifies the heritage significance of each place
and contains heritage recommendations. The HAT can be inspected at Council’s Planning and
Building Department and the Library.
Heritage Buildings A term introduced as part of this study to describe buildings and structures
which have been designated of "exceptional", "high" or "medium": significance in the HAT. The
term has been introduced for the purposes of clarity and brevity. In lieu of the term "place of
cultural heritage value"
Heritage Conservation see preferred term, Conservation
Heritage Impact Statement Analyses the impact of proposed works on the significance of a heritage
place. It accompanies an application for Planning Approval in involving major change to places
which have been designated of ‘exceptional’ or ‘high’ significance in the HAT (ie those on the
Heritage List).
Heritage Inventory see preferred term, Heritage List
Heritage Item see preferred term, Place of Cultural Heritage Significance
Heritage List Heritage List has the same meaning as in the Shire of Christmas Island Town
Planning Scheme No. 1 as follows:

Heritage List: means the list of places of cultural significance which Council may prepare.
It can be inspected at Council’s Planning and Building Department and the Library.
Heritage Precinct has the same meaning as in the Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning
Scheme No. 1 as follows:

Heritage Precinct: means a (place) or precinct of (cultural) heritage value having a distinctive
nature, which may contain elements of only minor individual significance but heightened collective
significance, and within whose boundaries controls may be necessary to retain and enhance its
character.
Heritage Significance has the same meaning as Cultural Heritage Significance in the Shire of
Christmas Island Town Planning Scheme No. 1 as follows:

Heritage Significance: means, in relation to a place or heritage precinct, the relative value which
that place or precinct has in terms of its aesthetic, historic, scientific or social significance.
Heritage Value Often used interchangeably with the term ‘heritage significance’. There are four
major values referred to in the Shire Planning Scheme. These broadly correlate with the National
Estate Criteria. See heritage significance.
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Historical Archaeology The study of the human past using both material evidence and documentary
sources. In Australia, historical archaeology excludes Aboriginal archaeology prior to nonindigenous occupation, but may include contact sites.
Historical Significance A place having this value is significant because of the importance of its
relationship to the evolving pattern of our cultural history.
Industrial Archaeology The study of relics, structures and places involved with organised labour
extracting, processing or producing services or commodities; for example, the roads, bridges,
former railway, port, wharves, shipping, industrial sites and structures, mines and processing plant
of Christmas Island.
Integrity A heritage place is said to have integrity if its assessment and statement of significance is
supported by sound research and analysis, and its fabric and curtilage are still largely intact.
Inventory see preferred term, ‘Heritage Inventory’
Local Significance Places of heritage significance which are fine examples, or rare, at the local
community level.
MHI abbreviation for Municipal Heritage Inventory or Municipal Inventory of Heritage Places
Minor Works Works undertaken within a heritage precinct which are of a minor nature and would
not materially affect the external appearance of a place or adversely affect its heritage significance,
or the heritage significance of the precinct. These works can only be undertaken after Council has
given written indication that the proposed works are of a ‘minor’ nature.
Moveable Heritage Heritage places not fixed to a site or place (for example, furniture, locomotives
and archives).
Municipal Heritage Inventory (MHI) has the same meaning as Municipal Inventory of Heritage Places
in the Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning Scheme No. 1 as follows:

Municipal Inventory Heritage of Places: means an inventory of places within its district which in
the opinion of Council are, or may become, of cultural heritage significance
In abroader sense, an MHI is the study of the heritage of the Shire and comprises both the three
volumes of the current Review as well as the two volumes of the Indudtrial Mining Heritage Study.
The MHI can be inspected at Council’s Town Planning and Building Department and Library.
Municipal Inventory of Heritage Places see preferred term, Municipal Heritage Inventory’
Place has the same meaning as in the Shire of Christmas Island Town Planning Scheme No. as
follows:

Place: means an area of land sufficiently identified by survey, description or otherwise as to be
readily ascertainable, and includes:
(a) an area of land situated below low water mark on the seashore or on the bank or tidal waters,

or in the bed of any watercourse, lake or estuary;
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(b) any works or buildings (or archaeological relics) situated there, their contents relevant to the

purpose of this Scheme, and such of their immediate surroundings as may be required for the
purposes of the conservation of those works or buildings; and
(c) as much of the land beneath the place as is required for the purposes of its conservation.

Preservation Maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and retarding deterioration.
Rarity A place having this value is significant because it represents a rare, endangered or unusual
aspect of our history or cultural heritage.
Reconstruction Returning a place as nearly as possible to a known earlier state by the introduction
of new or old materials into the fabric (not to be confused with conjectural reconstruction).
Register of the National Estate The register kept by the Australian Heritage Commission listing
those places of natural, Aboriginal or historical significance which are part of Australia’s heritage
and which have aesthetic, historic, or social value to the present community as well as future
generations.
Relic A relic is any deposit, object or material evidence (not being a handicraft made for sale)
relating to settlement of Christmas Island which is more than fifty years old.
Representativeness Places having this value are significant because they are fine representative
examples of an important class of significant places or environments, (ie a good example of a type)
Restoration Returning the existing fabric of a place to a known earlier state by removing accretions
or by reassembling existing components without introducing new material.
Social Significance Places having this value are significant through their social, spiritual or cultural
association with a recognisable community.
Statement of Heritage Impact see preferred term, Heritage Impact Statement.
Statement of Heritage Significance A statement, usually in prose form which summarises why a
place is of importance or heritage value to present and future generations.
Technical/Research Significance Places having this value are significant because of their
contribution or potential contribution to an understanding of our cultural history or environment.
Townscape element A man-made element or landscape feature which contributes to the heritage
significance of a Heritage Precinct. See also 'Contributory Element'.
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