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Shire Heritage List

1.1 Background

The following list is the Shire Heritage List proposed by this Study. It incorporates the precincts and
individual items identified in this study as well as the heritage items identified in the Industrial Mining
Heritage Study. The non-industrial items are described in the Heritage Inventory Forms which form
part of this report. The Heritage Inventory Forms for the items arising from the Industrial Mining
Heritage Study are contained in Volume Two of that report.

The Shire Heritage List as follows notes the relative heritage value of each, the existing Register of
the National Estate status of each item, and whether the item is recommended to be entered
individually on the Register of the National Estate or forms a component of a precinct which is
recommended to be entered onto the Register of the National Estate.

Some items which are of Medium or Low significance are proposed for inclusion in the Shire Heritage
List and do not fall within RNE precincts. These are not recommended for inclusion individually in the
Register of the National Estate; their status is proposed to be as Shire Heritage List items.

1.2 Shire Heritage List

Please see the following table.
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Shire Heritage List
Non-Industrial Places Ref |Existing RNE| Recommended | Relative Heritage
No Status RNE Status Value
(1998)

Settlement Residential Precinct P1-0 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Rumah Tinggi P1-1 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Seaview Lodge P1-2 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Pre-War Bungalow Group P1-3 Precinct Precinct High
Post-War Bungalow Group P1-4 Precinct Precinct High
BPC Married and Single Quarters P1-5 Precinct Precinct High
Group
Settlement Preschool P1-6 Precinct Precinct High

Settlement Service Precinct P2-0 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Former Hospital Group P2-1 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Cocos Malay Quarters and Padang pP2-2 Precinct Precinct High
The Barracks Group P2-3 Precinct Precinct High
Chinese Literary Association Building P2-4 Precinct Precinct High
Former Labour Contractors Quarters P2-5 Precinct Precinct High
(Ruin)

Industrial and Administrative Precinct P3-0 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Administration Building P3-1 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Former Asian Staff Quarters P3-2 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Former Wireless Operators Building P3-4 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Christmas Island Club P3-5 Precinct Precinct High

The George Fam Centre P3-3 Precinct Individual Exceptional

Malay Kampong Precinct P4-0 Precinct Individual Exceptional
The Mosque P4-1 Precinct Precinct High
Islamic School and former Malay P4-2 Precinct Precinct High
Quarters
The Malay Club P4-3 Precinct Precinct High
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Non-Industrial Places Ref |Existing RNE| Recommended | Relative Heritage
No Status RNE Status Value
(1998)

Smith Point Precinct P5-0 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Former Administrator's House P5-1 Precinct Individual Exceptional
The Fort, and associated former P5-2 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Barracks and Stores

Poon Saan Precinct P7-0 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Poon Saan Club P7-1 Precinct Precinct High
Poon Saan Cinema P7-2 Precinct Precinct High

Drumsite Residential Areas Precinct P8-0 - Individual Exceptional
Bungalow 702 (the Jap House) P8-1 Individual Individual Exceptional
Bahai Centre P8-2 - Precinct High

Silver City Residential Precinct P9-0 - No High

Chinese Temples P10-0 Part Individual Exceptional

Christmas Island Cemeteries P11-0 Precinct Individual Exceptional

Industrial Places Ref |Existing RNE| Recommended | Relative Heritage

No Status RNE Status Value
(1998)

Christmas Island Railway System Remains A-0 - Individual Exceptional
Drumsite Workshops A-1 - Precinct Medium
Incline Haulage Way A-2 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Drumsite Loading Platform A-3 - Precinct Medium
Drumsite Marshalling Yard Site A-4 - Precinct Medium
Locomotives and Carriages A-5 - Precinct High
Drumsite Passenger Platform & Shelter A-6 - Precinct Medium
Spur Line to Phosphate Hill A-7 - Precinct Medium
Loading Bridge Two A-8 - Precinct Medium

Christmas Island Heritage Inventory

Page 3



Godden Mackay Logan

Industrial Places Ref |Existing RNE| Recommended | Relative Heritage
No Status RNE Status Value
(1998)

South Point Railway Station Group B-0 Individual Precinct High
Permanent Way — Drumsite to South B-9 - Precinct High
Point
Remains of Loading Bridge Three B-10 - Precinct Medium
South Point Railway Platform and B-11 Precinct Precinct High
Shelter
Remains of Old Loading Bridge B-12 Precinct Precinct High
Remains of South Point Water Reservoir B-13 Precinct Precinct Medium
Remnant artefacts — East side of South B-14 Precinct Precinct High
Point Station

Settlement Area Railway Remains C-0 Precinct High
Settlement Marshalling Yard Site C-16 Precinct Precinct Medium
Permanent Ways & associated C-15 Precinct Precinct Medium
retaining walls
Abutment of former Railway Trestle C-17 Precinct Precinct Medium
Bridge

Jacks Hill Railway Remains D-0 - Precinct High
Spur Line to Jacks Hill D-18 - Precinct High
Marshaling Yard & Loading Bridge Four D-19 - Precinct Medium
Site

Flying Fish Cove Wharf Area E-0 Precinct Precinct High
Phosphate Loading Cantilevers E-20 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Phosphate Rock Storage Bins E-21 Precinct Precinct High
Phosphate Dust Storage Building E-22 Precinct Precinct High
Wharf Area Motor Workshops E-23 Precinct Precinct Medium
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Industrial Places Ref |Existing RNE[ Recommended | Relative Heritage
No Status RNE Status Value
(1998)

Air-conditioner Store (former Service E-24 Precinct Precinct Medium
Station)
The No. 1 Tank Farm E-25 Precinct Precinct Medium/High
Dust Bagging Plant, Bag Store & Dust E-26 Precinct Precinct Medium
Silos

Historic Mining Areas F-0 - Individual Exceptional
Phosphate Hill Mine Workings F-27 Individual Individual Exceptional
The 500 Foot Quarry F-28 - Individual Exceptional
Murray Hill Mine Workings (Fields 25-28) F-29 - Precinct High

Old Chutes and Rock Bins G-0 - Individual Exceptional
Original Stone-lined Chute G-30 - Individual Exceptional
Remnant Aerial Ropeway Footings G-31 - Individual Exceptional
Remnant Footings of Elevated Chute G-32 - Individual Exceptional
Cut Stone Steps G-33 - Individual Exceptional
High Level Water Tank G-34 - Precinct Low
Phosphate Hill Track Memorial G-35 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Engraving
Stone Rock Bins G-36 Precinct Individual Exceptional
The Steel Chute G-37 - Individual Exceptional
Steel Chute Rock Bin and Dragline G-38 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Remnants

0ld Dryers Area H-0 - Precinct High
East Rock Storage Shed H-39 - Precinct High
West Rock Storage Shed H-40 - Precinct Medium
Former Dryers Shed H-41 - Precinct High

Page 5

Christmas Island Heritage Inventory



Godden Mackay Logan

Page 6

Industrial Places Ref |Existing RNE| Recommended | Relative Heritage
No Status RNE Status Value
(1998)
East Railway Bridge H-42 - Precinct High
West Railway Bridge H-43 - Precinct High
Electrostatic Precipitators H-44 - Precinct Medium
Laboratory H-45 - Precinct High
Samples Storage Shed H-46 Precinct Individual Exceptional
Oil Storage Tank H-47 - Precinct Medium
Former Batching Plant (Kiats Garage) H-48 - Precinct Medium
Intermediate Phosphate Storage Bins H-49 - Precinct High
Water Pumping Stations 1-0 - Precinct High
Remains of Grants Well Pumping Station I-50 - Precinct High
Original Ross Hill Gardens Pumping I-51 - Precinct High
Station
Remains of Original Waterfall Pumping [-52 - Precinct Medium
Station
Work (Railway Fettlers) Camps J-0 Precinct High
Camp Four — (now ANPWS Research J-53 - Precinct High
Station)
Camp Four — Woodcutters Barracks J-54 - Precinct High
Camp Five — Site J-55 - Precinct Low
Miscellaneous K-0 - No
Sewer Line — Phosphate Hill to Golf K-56 - No Medium
Course
Remnants of former Power Station K-57 Precinct No Medium
New Dryers Area — Remains of K-58 - No Medium

Calcining Plant
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Industrial Places Ref |Existing RNE| Recommended | Relative Heritage
No Status RNE Status Value
(1998)
New Dryers (No. 2 Dryers) K-59 - No Medium
Conveyors K-60 Part No Medium
Workplace Temples and Shrines K-61 Part Precinct High
Phosphate Hill Chinese Cemetery K-62 Precinct Individual Exceptional
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Register of the National Estate Recommendations

2.1 Preamble

The Australian Heritage Commission Act provides for the creation of the Register of the National
Estate. This Register is the national list of all those parts of Australia’s natural, historic and cultural
heritage which should be conserved. It alerts planners, decision makers, researchers and the
community at large to the heritage value of these places.

The Register lists items which, in the opinion of the Australian Heritage Commission, fall within the
following definition:

Components of the natural environment or the cultural environment of Australia that have aesthelic,
scientific or social significance, or other special value for future generations, as well as for the
present community.

Section 30(1) of the Australian Heritage Commission Act (AHCA) places a duty on all Commonwealth
Ministers to set up administrative systems within their departments and authorities under their control
to ensure they will not take any action that adversely affects a place or building on the Register or the
Interim List (AHC Act S31), unless the Minister is satisfied that there is no ‘feasible or prudent
alternative’, and that all reasonable measures will be taken to minimise environmental damage.
Section 30(3) of the Act requires Commonwealth Ministers and authorities to inform the Australian
Heritage Commission of all proposed Commonwealth actions that are likely to have a significant
effect on any listed place so that the Commission has the opportunity to comment.

The Department of Transport and Regional Development is the Commonwealth Department
specifically responsible for the Territories and the environment. The Commonwealth Department of
Transport and Regional Development administers the Island.

2.2 Current Entries in the National Estate Register

There are nine places and areas located on Christmas Island which are currently listed on the
Register of the National Estate. These are:

Name of Place Register Database Number
Bungalow 702 (the ‘Jap House’) 018575
Malay Kampong Area 018573
Settlement (Area) 018509
Industrial and Administrative Group 018572
Administrators House Precinct 013658
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Name of Place Register Datahase Number
Phosphate Hill Historic Area 018577
Poon Saan Group 018574
South Point Settlement Remains 018576
Drumsite Industrial Area 018571

One other item has previously been nominated for inclusion in the National Estate Register, but was
rejected because, at that time, the Commission did not have sufficient information before it as to the
significance of the item to approve its entry upon the Register. This item is:

Name of Place Register Database Number

Christmas Island Railway System 016715
Remains

2.3 Review of Entries in the National Estate Register

One of the tasks which forms part of this project, as detailed in Volume 1 Section 2.3, is to review
and, if necessary, recommend amendments to the existing entries in the National Estate Register.

In the light of the fieldwork and assessment undertaken for this project, and also the work done for
the Industrial Mining Heritage Study completed by this firm in March 1998, all of the existing entries in
the National Estate Register require some degree of amendment. All existing precincts and areas
have been reviewed, further assessment undertaken and boundaries reviewed and recommended
for adjustment as appropriate.

Several new listings are proposed. These result from the rationalisation of the existing industrial and
railway systems listings, a number of new group listings (including separate group listings for
Chinese temples and cemeteries) and a number of individual items, both new and existing. All items
which are rated as having an ‘Exceptional’ Heritage Value are proposed for individual entry in the
National Estate Register, whether they are contained within existing or proposed heritage areas or
precincts. Nothing which is already identified within an existing National Estate Register entry is
excluded by the proposed new entries. The resultant set of entries on the Register of the National
Estate represents a comprehensive recognition of the heritage of the Island.

The following table lists the proposed new entries in the left-hand column. As appropriate, the
relationship of this proposed entry to any existing National Estate Register entry is noted. The
central column in the table lists those individual items, both places and areas, which are included
within the proposed entries in the Register. All of these items form part of the Shire Heritage List,
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other than those of Medium heritage significance. The items with reference numbers commencing
with ‘P’ are from this study and all other items were assessed as part of the previous Industrial Mining
Heritage Study, with assessment forms contained within the Inventory (Volume 2). The third column
lists the reference or identifying number for each item from their respective study. The fourth column
lists the relative heritage value, as assessed and recorded on the individual Heritage Inventory
Forms.
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2.4 Proposed (Revised) Entries in the Register of National Estate (RNE)

walls (part)

Proposed (revised) RNE Entries Shire Heritage List ltems Ref No |Heritage Value
Settlement Residential Precinct Settlement Residential Precinct P1-0 Exceptional
(Part of existing ‘Settlement’ entry) Rumah Tinggi P1-1 Exceptional
Seaview Lodge P1-2 Exceptional
Pre-War Bungalow Group P1-3 High
Post-War Bungalow Group P1-4 High
BPC Married and Single Quarters P1-5 High
Group
Settlement Preschool P1-6 High
Rumah Tinggi Rumah Tinggi P1-1 Exceptional
(Part of existing ‘Settlement’ entry)
Seaview Lodge Seaview Lodge P1-2 Exceptional
(Part of existing ‘Settlement’ entry)
Settlement Service Precinct Settlement Service Precinct P2-0 Exceptional
(Part of existing ‘Settlement’ entry) Former Hospital Group P2-1 Exceptional
Cocos Malay Quarters and Padang pP2-2 High
The Barracks Group P2-3 High
Chinese Literary Association Building P2-4 High
Former Labour Contractors Quarters P2-5 High
(Ruin)
The George Fam Centre P6-0 Exceptional
Chinese Temples (part) P10-0 Exceptional
Christmas Island Cemeteries (part) P11-0 Exceptional
Settlement Area Railway Remains (part) C-0 High
Settlement Marshalling Yard Site (part) C-16 Medium
Settlement Permanent Ways & retaining | C-15 Medium
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Proposed (revised) RNE Entries Shire Heritage List Items Ref No |Heritage Value
Remnants of former Power Station K-57 Medium
Workplace Temples and Shrines (part) K-61 High
Incline Haulage Way (part) A-2 Exceptional
Former Hospital Group Former Hospital Group P2-1 Exceptional
(Part of existing ‘Settlement’ entry)
The George Fam Centre The George Fam Centre P6-0 Exceptional
(Part of existing Industrial and
Administrative Group)
Settlement Administration Precinct Settlement Administration Precinct P3-0 Exceptional
*(includes existing Industrial and Administration Building P3-1 Exceptional
Administrative Group) Former Asian Staff Quarters P3-2 Exceptional
Former Wireless Operators Building P3-3 Exceptional
Christmas Island Club P3-4 Exceptional
Chinese Temples (part) P10-0 Exceptional
Christmas Island Cemeteries (part) P11-0 Exceptional
Settlement Area Railway Remains (part) C-0 High
Settlement Marshalling Yard Site (part) C-16 Medium
Settlement Area Permanent Ways & C-15 Medium
retaining walls (part)
Abutment of former Railway Trestle C-17 Medium
Bridge
Flying Fish Cove Wharf Area E-0 High
Phosphate Loading Cantilevers E-20 Exceptional
Phosphate Rock Storage Bins E-21 High
Phosphate Dust Storage Building E-22 High
Wharf Area Motor Workshops E-23 Medium
Air-conditioner Store (former Service E-24 Medium
Station)
The No. 1 Tank Farm E-25 Medium/High
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Proposed (revised) RNE Entries Shire Heritage List Items Ref No |Heritage Value
Dust Bagging Plant, Paper Bag Store & E-26 Medium
Dust Silos
Old Chutes and Rock Bins G-0 Exceptional
The Steel Chute G-37 Exceptional
Original Stone-lined Chute G-30 Exceptional
Remnant Aerial Ropeway Footings G-31 Exceptional
Remnant Footings of Elevated Chute G-32 Exceptional
Cut Stone Steps G-33 Exceptional
High Level Water Tank G-34 Low

Phosphate Hill Track Memorial Engraving| G-35 Exceptional

Stone Rock Bins G-36 Exceptional
Steel Chute Rock Bin and Dragline G-38 Exceptional
Remnants
Conveyors (part) K-60 Medium
Administration Building Administration Building P3-1 Exceptional
(Part of existing Industrial and
Administrative Group)
Former Asian Staff Quarters Former Asian Staff Quarters P3-2 Exceptional
(Part of existing Industrial and
Administrative Group)
Former Wireless Operator’s House Former Wireless Operator’'s House P3-3 Exceptional
(Part of existing Industrial and
Administrative Group)
Phosphate Loading Cantilevers Phosphate Loading Cantilevers E-20 Exceptional

(Part of existing Industrial and
Administrative Group)
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Proposed (revised) RNE Entries Shire Heritage List Items Ref No |Heritage Value
Malay Kampong Precinct Malay Kampong Precinct P4-0 Exceptional
“(includes existing Malay Kampong The Mosque P4-1 High
Area) Islamic School and former Malay P4-2 High
Quarters
The Malay Club P4-3 High
Christmas Island Cemeteries (part) P11-0 Exceptional
Smith Point Precinct Smith Point Precinct P5-0 Exceptional
*(includes existing Administrator’s Former Administrator’s House P5-1 Exceptional
House Precinct) The Fort, incl Former barracks and P5-2 Exceptional
stores
Poon Saan Precinct Poon Saan Precinct P7-0 Exceptional
*(includes existing Poon Saan Poon Saan Club P7-1 High
Group) Poon Saan Cinema P7-2 High
Chinese Temples (part) P10-0 Exceptional
Workplace Temples and Shrines (part) K-61 High
South Point Settlement Group Chinese Temples (part) P10-0 Exceptional
*“(includes existing South Point South Point Railway Station Group B-0 High
Settlement Remains) South Point Railway Platform and Shelter | B-11 High
Remains of Old Loading Bridge at South | B-12 High
Point
Remains of South Point Water Reservoir | B-13 Medium
Remnant artefacts — East side of South B-14 High
Point Station
Workplace Temples and Shrines (part) K-61 High
Permanent Way: Drumsite to South B-9 High

Point (part)
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Proposed (revised) RNE Entries Shire Heritage List Items Ref No |Heritage Value
Drumsite Historic Area Bungalow 702 (the Jap House) P8-1 Exceptional
*(includes existing Drumsite Drumsite Residential Areas Precinct P8-0 Hlgh
Industrial Area) Bahai Centre P8-2 High
*(includes existing Bungalow 702 Drumsite Workshops A-1 Medium
(the ‘Jap House’))
Incline Haulage Way A-2 Exceptional
Samples Storage Shed H-46 Exceptional
Drumsite Loading Platform A-3 Medium
Drumsite Marshaling Yard Site A-4 Medium
Locomotives and Carriages A-5 High
Rail Bridges over Murray Road to Old H-42/ High
Dryers H-43
Drumsite Passenger Platform and A-6 Medium
Waiting Shelter
Spur Line to Phosphate Hill (part) A-7 Medium
Permanent Way: Drumsite to South B-9 High
Point (part)
Old Dryers Area H-0 High
East Rock Storage Shed H-39 High
West Rock Storage Shed (now partly H-40 Medium
demolished)
Former Dryers Shed H-41 High
East Railway Bridge (now demolished) H-42 High
West Railway Bridge (now demolished) H-43 High
Electrostatic Precipitators H-44 Medium
Laboratory H-45 High

Page 16

Christmas Island Heritage Inventory




Godden Mackay Logan

Proposed (revised) RNE Entries Shire Heritage List Items Ref No |Heritage Value
Oil Storage Tank H-47 Medium
Former Batching Plant (Kiats Garage) H-48 Medium
Intermediate Phosphate Storage Bins H-49 High
Conveyors (part) K-60 Medium

Bungalow 702 (the Jap House) Bungalow 702 (the Jap House) P8-1 Exceptional

(existing Bungalow 702 entry)

Historic Mining Areas Group Historic Mining Areas Group F-0 Exceptional

“(includes existing Phosphate Hill Phosphate Hill Mine Workings F-27 Exceptional

Historic Area) The 500 Foot Quarry F-28 Exceptional
Murray Hill Mine Workings (Fields 25— [ F-29 High
28)

Phosphate Hill Mine Workings Phosphate Hill Mine Workings F-27 Exceptional

(Part of existing Phosphate Hill

Historic Area)

The 500 Foot Quarry The 500 Foot Quarry F-28 Exceptional

(Part of existing Phosphate Hill

Historic Area)

0ld Chutes and Rock Bins Old Chutes and Rock Bins G-0 Exceptional
The Steel Chute G-37 Exceptional
Original Stone-lined Chute G-30 Exceptional
Remnant Aerial Ropeway Footings G-31 Exceptional
Remnant Footings of Elevated Chute G-32 Exceptional
Cut Stone Steps G-33 Exceptional
Phosphate Hill Track Memorial Engraving| G-35 Exceptional
Stone Rock Bins G-36 Exceptional
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Proposed (revised) RNE Entries Shire Heritage List Items Ref No |Heritage Value
Steel Chute Rock Bin and Dragline G-38 Exceptional
remnants

Silver City Residential Precinct Silver City Residential Precinct P9-0 High

Chinese Temples Chinese Temples P10-0 Exceptional

Workplace Temples and Shrines K-61 High

Christmas Island Cemeteries Christmas Island Cemeteries P11-0 Exceptional

Phosphate Hill Chinese Cemetery K-62 Exceptional

Christmas Is Railway System Remains |Christmas Island Railway System A-0 Exceptional
Remains

*(includes previously proposed Permanent Way: Drumsite to South B-9 High

System Remains) Point (part)

Remains of Loading Bridge Three B-10 Medium
Remains of Loading Bridge Two A-8 Medium
Jacks Hill Railway Remains D-0 High
Spur Line to Jacks Hill C-18 High
Site of Jacks Hill Marshalling Yard & D-19 Medium
Loading Bridge Four

Work (Railway Fettlers) Camps J-0 High
Camp Four (now ANPWS Research J-53 High
Station)

Camp Four — Woodcutters Barracks J-54 High
Camp Five — Site J-55 Low
Includes: South Point Railway Station B-0 High
Group

South Point Railway Platform and B-11 High
Shelter

Drumsite Workshops A-1 Medium
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Pumping Station

Proposed (revised) RNE Entries Shire Heritage List Items Ref No |Heritage Value
Incline Haulage Way A-2 Exceptional
Samples Storage Shed H-46 Exceptional
Drumsite Loading Platform A-3 Medium
Drumsite Marshalling Yard Site A-4 Medium
Locomotives and Carriages A-5 High
Rail Bridges over Murray Road to Old | H-42/ High
Dryers H-43
Drumsite Passenger Platform and A-6 Medium
Waiting Shelter
Spur Line to Phosphate Hill (part) A-7 Medium
Settlement Area Railway Remains C-0 High
Settlement Marshalling Yard Site C-16 Medium
Settlement Area Permanent Ways & C-15 Medium
Retaining Walls
Abutment of former Railway Trestle C-17 Medium
Bridge
Incline Haulage Way Incline Haulage Way A-2 Exceptional
Samples Storage Shed Samples Storage Shed H-46 Exceptional
Water Pumping Stations Group Water Pumping Stations Group I-0 High
Remains of Grants Well Pumping 1-50 High
Station
Original Ross Hill Gardens Pumping I-51 High
Station
Remains of Original Waterfall I-52 Medium
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2.5 Items Not Proposed for Entry in the National Estate Register

The items listed in the table below are those additional items listed in the Industrial Heritage Study

which are not included in any of the above entries and which are not of sufficient significance to
warrant entry on the Register of the National Estate.

Items Not Proposed for RNE Entry Ref No | Heritage Value
Sewer Line — Phosphate Hill to Golf Course K-56 Medium
New Dryers Area — Remains of Calcining Plant K-58 Medium
New Dryers (No. 2 Dryers) K-59 Medium
Conveyors K-60 Medium
High Level Water Tank G-34 Low
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Heritage Inventory Forms

3.1 Preamble

The following forms for non-industrial places were prepared as part of the current review. The

Inventory Forms for Industrial Heritage Places can be found in the Industrial Mining Heritage Study,
June 1998 (Volume 2).
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: ] ) . Refsrence No: P1-0
Setllement Residential Precinct Database No: 018509
File No: 9/03/001/0004

Other Nanes: Principal Group ~ Urban Area
Rocky Point

o Legal Status: 22/06/93 — Registered
Nearest Town: Setllement Admin Status: 22/06/93 — Registered
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage; Gaze Road Area tha): LGA: Shire of Christmas Istand

Address/Location/Boundary:

The properties on both sides of Gaze Road, from the southern boundary of the two properties known as MQ31 and
MQS, around the curve of Rocky Point and east as far as the eastern property boundary of Seaview Lodge, and a
projection of Lhis property boundary in each direction as far as the ocean to the north and as far as the base of lhe
escarpment on the south.

Relative Heritage Value;  Exceptional Creative/
Historic ] Aesthetic [y] Social ] Scientific [ ] Rarily &/|Representative [] Associalive [] Technical

Statement of Significance:

The Seltlement Residential Pracinct is primarily a relic of the post-World War Il development of the Island under the
control of the British Phosphate Commission (BPC), with the construction of large numbers of standard paitern
married and single accommodation buildings in designated areas for the different ethnic groups. There are sufficient
buildings surviving from the pre-BPC period t¢ provide a diverse and interesting group of house types used on the
Island since the 1920s. The Precinct demonstrates the variety and standard of accommodation provided for the
European community, as well as the residences of the most senior officers of the mining company. The area has
aesthetic qualities arising from its combination of regular, low-scale housing set amongst mature plantings of native
and exotic trees and shrubs, as well as its foreshore aspect to which many of lhe more substantial residences are
oriented. There are conltrasts in the approaches to the tropical environment evident in the design of buildings from
different periods, which illustrate both the social expeciations and the technological capabilities of the different
periods.

Photo
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Settlement Residential Precinct Reference No
P1-0

History

The Settlement Residential Precinct was first developed in the 1930s, when a new Manager's Residence, called
"Rumah Tinggi", was built east of Rocky Point. The construction of Rumah Tinggi was accompanied by the
construction of five bungalows west of Rumah Tinggi, forming a row facing the shoreline. The precinct was a
European residential area, with Asian domestic servants resident in service quarters attached to each bungalow.
These bungalows were occupied and damaged during the Japanese occupation and two of the bungalows were
subsequently demolished. Between 1946 and 1949, eight new bungalows were built along this foreshore, two
replacing the demolished pre-War buildings and another six west of Rumah Tinggi. These new bungalows were
similar in design to the pre-war types, with some improvements in economy and materials. With the take-over by the
British Phosphate Commissioners, a building program commenced and the area around the existing buildings was
infilled with married and single quarters buildings of concrete masonry, all built to standard-pattern designs. Rumah
Tinggi was converted to Single Men's quarters for a short period, while further housing was buiilt, then it became a
central mess for the single staff. Other facilities included two Visitor's Quarters buildings and a primary school for
European children. Inthe mid 1950s, a new Manager's House (Seaview Lodge) was completed at the eastern
extremity of the settiement. East of this, new cemeteries, one each for the European, Chinese and Malay
communities, were established. By the early 1960s, the present form of the area was largely in place and little new
building occurred until the 1990s. In 1973, the European primary school was converted to a preschool for all children.
Since 1990, houses have been privately owned and a range of alterations and additions have occurred. Seaview
Lodge was purchased by the Christmas Island Resort as an Administration Office and residence. Rumah Tinggi has
been converted to a restaurant, bar and backpackers hotel. New houses have been built east of Seaview Lodge,
between it and the European cemetery.

Description:

The Settlement Residential Precinct is a crescent-shaped area around the tip of Rocky Point containing a mix of one
and two-storey residential buildings, with a predominance of single-storey bungalows and cottages located between
Gaze Road and the foreshore. The buildings are mostly post-war, single storey, rendered masonry houses, set
asymmetrically on regular-sized blocks. These infill the space between Gaze Road and an outer, ocean-facing row of
large timber bungalows. These houses feature spacious gardens, with service and servant quarters blocks located at
the rear. A network of narrow laneways gives access to the rear of the properties, where carports and garages are
‘placed. This foreshore row of bungalows is interrupted in the centre by Rumah Tinggi, a substantial two-storey former
residence in extensive gardens, with two-storey apartment buildings on its western side. The row terminates at the
east in Seaview Lodge, a two-storey building similar in scale to Rumah Tinggi, also set in extensive gardens. The
character of the area is defined by the similarity in building types, with all but the two large houses, Seaview Lodge
and Rumah Tinggi, built to one of several standard patterns and using identical materials. Building types include Pre-
War Bungalows, Post-War Bungalows, Post-War one, two and three-bedroom cottages, servants quarters, plus two-
storey blocks of singles accommodation (flats) of at least two designs. Property boundaries are marked by plantings
of hedge and other screen vegetation and fences are typically less than 0.5 m in height and are of random, coursed
limestone rubble with expressed mortar lines.

Condition:

The Precinct is in good, intact form, with few intrusions to its historic form. Some alterations and additions to some
houses are inappropriate. '

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, 1996 and the RNE ]
Settlement Residential Precinct DCP.

cisc vl
List
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: o Reference No: P1-1
Rumah Tinggi Database No: 018509
File No:
Other Names; Principal Group Residential Buildings
The Manager's Residence, Single Staff Mess No. 2 Legal Status;  Part of Setllement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Gaze Road Area (ha); LGA:  Shire of Christmas [sland

Address/Location/Boundary:
The eastern side of Jatan Rumah Tinggi, between Coconut Grove (roadway) and the ocean.

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Creative/
Historic 4 Aesthetic % Social [] Scientific [] Rarity ARepresentative ¥/ Assoclative [ ] Technical |

Statement of Significance:

Rumah Tinggi is one of the few surviving pre-WW Il buildings and was amongst the first masonry buildings erected
on Christmas Island. It has played a significant role in the provision of accommodation on the island and was the
Manager's Residence for the first decade of its use. As the Single Men's Quarters and then as the Mess it was a
central building in the lifestyle and experience of many European employees on the Island. It has aesthelic gualities
in its stylisation and proportions and its remnant gardens and ocean outlook provide an atiractive and complementary
setting. Its layout and facililies demonstrate the lifestyie and facilities provided for the European employees during
the boom period of mining and it is closely associated with the single men's and women's residential buildings which
are located nearby.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Rumah Tinggi Reference No
P1-1

History

This building was constructed in 1931 as the Manager's Bungalow, the first building of the "New Settlement". It was
occupied by Island Manager, G Vinen, and his wife until the Japanese occupation in 1942. lts use during the War is
unknown but it was not immediately re-occupied, the incoming Manager, John Paris, preferring the house he had
occupied pre-War as Chief Engineer, located next to the Christmas Island Club. In 1949 the building was converted to
single men's quarters and continued as such until the completion of single men's and single women’s housing nearby
in 1956, when the building was remodelled as the central mess for the single staff. It had extensive additions at this
time, including quarters for staff and a butchery and bakery. In the 1970s an additional single men's barracks was built
at the rear. Since 1988 the building has been remodelled as a restaurant and bar.

Description:

Rumabh Tinggi is a large, two-storey building of rendered brick and concrete block masonry with the roof clad in
corrugated asbestos cement. It has single-storey wings on the east and west sides and a two-storey entrance
portico on the north side, with enclosed upper-level balcony. The roof is hipped over the single-storey wings and
gabled over the two-storey section. The two-storey central section is the original building dating from the 1930s and
the single-storey wings were added on the 1950s. The building once had elaborate gardens which are now only
represented by a grassed lawn with palm trees on the seaward side in front of the portico and verandah to the bar
area. Built as a large residence, the building has been used as a single men's accommodation, as a central dining
and recreational mess and then, most recently, as a restaurant and bar. Each of these changes has resulted in a
range of alterations to the building. The bakery added on the western side of the building in the 1950s retains its
ovens and fittings. At the rear of the building is a single men's accommodation barracks, built in the 1970s. This
single-storey building is of steel framing bolted to concrete slabs supporting walls of foam concrete between fibre-
cement sheets, with a profiled steel roof which features deep sides over the eaves. On the western side of Rumah
Tinggi are two two-storey buildings containing four flats each, built as single women's accommodation in the 1950s
and 1960s. These are of rendered concrete masonry with gable roofs of corrugated asbestos cement. Between the
single men's barracks and Gaze Road are three one-bedroom cottages (dongas) built in the 1950s.

Condition:

The building is in generally good condition. It is being renovated and converted to a restaurant, bar and Backpacker
Hostel head office.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, 1996. RNE v
The original form, scale and character of the building, including original outbuildings, should be
conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near-identical materials and cISC

profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided this retains evidence List
of the original layout.
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GCHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OGTOBER 1998

Name.: Reference No: P1-2
Seaview Lodge Database No: 018509
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Residential Buildings
The Manager's House Legal Status: Part of Settlement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Seltlement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Gaze Road Area (ha): L8A: Shire of Christmas Island
Address/Location/Boundary:
East side of Seaview Close, between Gaze Road and the ocean.
Relative Heritage Vatue:  Exceplional Creative/

Historic 7 Aesthetic & Social [ ] Scienlific [ | Rarity &/ Representative y/ Associative || Technical Wi

Statement of Significance:

Seaview Lodge is the most prestigious residence on Christmas Island and is historically imporiant as the Managgr‘s
House from the 1950s uniil 1988. It housed most of the formal functions held on the Island during this limg, provided
accommodation for visiting dignitaries and was designed to impress the status of its occupant upon all visitors. Its
size and design are associated with the similar features of the former District Officer's Residence, which il was
designed o oulclass, providing important evidence of the relative stalus of these two functionaries within the Island
context. It has aesthelic qualities in its Stripped Classical architectural style and its gardens and ocean outlook
provide a picturesque setling.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Seaview Lodge Reference No
P1-2

History

Seaview Lodge was built in the early 1950s under the management of the British Phosphate Commission as a new
residence for the Island Manager. As with the earlier Rumah Tinggi, its location formed the eastern extremity of the
Settlement residential area. It remained the prime residence on the Island until the closure of the phosphate mine in
1988, after which ownership was transferred to the Australian Government. It was then sold to the Christmas Island

Resort and Casino in the early 1990s, who used it as a Manager's residence and offices until the closure of the Casino
in 1998.

Description:

Seaview Lodge is a two-storey rendered concrete-masonry residence with a hipped gable roof clad in corrugated
asbestos cement. The building features a porte cochere over the driveway which curves to the northern side of the
house, with a balcony on the upper level. A similar balcony is located on the western side of the house, with access
from the main bedroom on the first floor. Railings to the upper level balconies are formed of pre-cast reinforced
concrete. The building is simply detailed, with square columns, rectangular windows with steel multi-paned frames
and plain wall surfaces. A projecting string course at intermediate floor level runs all round the house, extending on
the side elevations to form a rain hood or eave over the windows of the ground floor. At the rear of the house are
Servants Quarters, in a pair of single-storey, gable-roofed, rendered concrete-masonry buildings, linked by a
transverse gabled block. The Servants Quarters are linked to the rear of the house by a covered way, formed of a
gabled roof of corrugated asbestos cement on timber framing on timber posts. On the eastern side of the house is a
double vehicle garage, of rendered concrete-masonry with a gabled roof of corrugated asbestos cement, which
includes a workshop area within its rear section.

The house formerly had elaborate gardens set in a terraced forecourt to the northern side of the building, with
terraces expressed by retaining walls of rubble limestone with expressed mortar lines and concrete copings. These
gardens are currently overgrown and neglected.

Condition:

The building is in generally good condition. It has suffered some minor unsympathetic alterations in its recent use but
remains intact, though currently vacant. The gardens are currently overgrown.

Conservation Paelicy:

A conservation plan should be prepared to guide future changes to the place and prior to any major RNE
work being undertaken. The original form, scale and character of the building, including original
outbuildings, should be conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near- cisc

identical materials and profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided | st
this retains evidence of the original layout. Development within the grounds should be discreet and
should retain all significant landscape features. Opportunities to reinstate the gardens should be
investigated.

Bibliography:

Neale, M and Adams, J We Were the Christmas Islanders, Bruce Neale, ACT, 1988

Neale, M and Adams, J Christmas Island — The Early Years, Bruce Neale, ACT, 1988
Williams and Macdonald, The Phosphateers, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne, 1985
Williams, M Three Islands, The Griffin Press, Adelaide, 1971

Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd, 78 George Street, Redfern NSW 2016 Phone: (02) 9319 4811 Fax: (02) 9319 4383




CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Reference No: Pt-3
Pre-War Bungalow Group Database No: 018509
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group Residential Buildings
Legal Status: Part of Settlement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Gaze Road Area {ha): LGA:  Shire of Chrisimas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
Within the Settlement Residential Precinct

Relative Hesitage Value:  High Crealive/
Historic ¥ Aesthetic ¥ Social ) Scienlific | Rarity y/Representative §/ Associalive [ ] Technical ¥

Statement of Significance:

The Pre-War Bungalow Group is historically significant as Ihe last residential buildings constructed by the Christmas
Island Phosphate Company prior to the occupation of the Island by the Japanese. They illustrate the difference
between the technologies and approaches which were current in the pre-war period compared 1o the buitdings
erected post-war by the British Phosphate Commission and are indicative of the cfass and racial social structure of
their period. They are associated wilh the occupation of the Island by the Japanese, having been used as
residences by the garrison soldiers These buildings have aesthetic significance as the largest and finest of the
pattern-design residences surviving on the Island and have an atiractive ocean-front aspect in a pleasant reside_nhal
subdivision. They display traditional approaches to building in a lropical climate and are good examples of English
colonial architecture.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Pre-War Bungalow Group Reference No
P1-3

History

The five pre-war bungalows were constructed in the early 1930s, and were occupied by 1935, on the west side of
Rumah Tinggi, the Manager’s residence, as residences for senior European staff. Each had attached servants
quarters. Similar buildings were erected in the administrative area (the Christmas Island Club and the Chief
Engineer’s Residence), at the Hospital (Walter Oorloff's bungalow) and in Drumsite (former Mechanical Engineers
residence, now "Jap House").

These houses were occupied by the Japanese during WW [l and required major repairs at the end of the war, two at
Settlement being demolished and replaced. The other three were refurbished as European Married Quarters. After
1990, the houses were sold to private owners, except No. 8, which has been refurbished as the present
Administrator's residence.

Description:

The Pre-War Bungalow Group consists of three buildings, MQ5, MQ6 and MQ8, located around the projection of
Rocky Point facing the ocean. The three houses were all built in the mid-1930s to identical designs and were
refurbished in the immediate post-war period. They are timber buildings on rendered masonry piles with prominent
concrete caps, set approximately 1.5m above ground level, accessed by concrete steps. The buildings have a central
gable-roofed section surrounded by a skillion-roofed, enclosed verandah. Servants Quarters are located at the rear of
each building, connected by a covered way. Verandah cladding is commonly in asbestos cement sheeting, though
fibre-cement boards have been used as recladding on MQ5, and roofing is generally corrugated asbestos cement.
Servants Quarters, all dating from the post-war period, are of rendered concrete masonry with gabled roofs clad in
corrugated asbestos cement. These houses are variously refurbished and altered but retain their essential original
form.

Condition:
Various, but generally sound.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Settlement Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, 1998 | RNE v
and the guidelines contained in the Settlement Residential Precinct DCP. The original form, scale and
character of the buildings, including outbuildings, should be conserved. Alterations to the exterior cisc

should be confined to previously altered fabric. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should List
be in near identical materials and profiles, where possible. Reinstatement of original roof forms and
details is desirable when the opportunity arises. Unsympathetic alterations to landscape elements
should be removed when possible. Alterations to internal configuration should be minimised.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Reference No: P1-4
Post-War Bungalow Group Database No: 018509
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Residential Buildings
Legal Status:; Part of Settlement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Setilement Admin Status;
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Gaze Road Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
Within the Settlement Residential Precinct.

Relative Heritage Value:  High ~ Crealive/
Historic i Aesthelic ¥ Social ¥/ Scientific [ ] Rarity [JRepresenlative i Associative | | Technical W

Statement of Significance:

The Post-War Bungalow Group is historically significant as the last group of residential buildings constructed by tr]e
Christmas Island Phosphate Company {BPC) prior to the takeover of the mine by the British Phosphate Commission.
They illusirate the difference in technologies and approaches which were brought in by the British Phosphate '
Commission and indicate the Company's expectation that development on the Island would continue much as it had
prior to the war. As with the Pre-War Bungalow Group, these buildings have aesthetic significance as Ihg largest and
finest of the pattern-design residences surviving on the Island and have an attractive ocean-front aspec't ina
pleasant residential subdivision. They are they last residences erected on the Island which display traditional
approaches to building in a tropical climate and are good examples of English colonial architeclure.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Post-War Bungalow Group Reference No
P1-4

History

In 1947, as part of the post-war reconstruction of the Island by the Christmas Island Phosphate Company, eight new
bungalows were built adjacent to the three (plus Rumah Tinggi) which survived from the 1930s. These bungalows
were close in design and materials to the pre-war buildings and adopted a similar aspect to the ocean around Rocky
Point. The eight buildings were incorporated into the Settlement expansion undertaken from 1952 under BPC
management and remained in use as married quarters for European staff. After 1988, ownership passed to the
Australian government, and since 1990 most have been sold to private owners.

Description:

The Post-War Bungalow Group consists of eight buildings, MQ9, MQ11, MQ12, MQ13, MQ14, MQ15, MQ16 and
MQ17, located along the eastern projection of Rocky Point, facing the ocean. The houses were all built between
1946 and 1948 1o an identical design which was a development of the Pre-War Bungalow. They are timber buildings
on rendered masonry piles with prominent concrete caps, set approximately 1.5m above ground level, accessed by
concrete steps. The buildings have a central gable-roofed section surrounded by a skillion-roofed enclosed
verandah, which is punctuated on the gable-end elevations by projecting bedroom wings. Verandah cladding is
commonly weatherboard, though some have been reclad in asbestos cement sheeting, and roofing is generally
corrugated asbestos cement. Servants Quarters are located at the rear of each building. Servants Quarters are of
rendered concrete masonry with gabled roofs clad in corrugated asbestos cement. These houses are variously
refurbished and altered but generally retain their essential form.

Condition:
Various but generally sound.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Settlement Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, 1998 | RNE
and Settlement Residential Precinct DCP. The original form, scale and character of the building,
including original outbuildings, should be conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this CISC
should be in near-identical materials and profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of List

the interior, provided this retains evidence of the original layout.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Referencs No: Pt-5
BPC Married and Single Quarters Group Database No: 018509
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Residential Buildings
Legal Status: Part of Seftlement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Settlerment Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Gaze Road Area (ha): LGA: Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
Within the Settlement Residential Precinct.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic  3# Aesthelic & Social [7] Scientific [ ] Rarity [ |Representalive »# Associative ] Technical ¥

Statement of Significance:

The BPC Married and Single Quarters Group is histerically significant as the set of buildings erected in the period of
rapid expansion of the mine and they demonstrate the new lechnolegies and building technigues introduced to the
Island after Warld War Il by the BPC. They are indicative of the class and racial social structures which were
prevalent in their period and provide contrasts wilh the buildings surviving from the pre-war period. They
demonstrate the use of pattern-designs for housing and, through their numbers and diversily, illusirate the size and
aspects of the composition of the workforce of the period. This group in Settlement also contains the widest range of
building types, as only one or lwo of the types built in Settiement were utilised in other locations. Taken together, the
group creates a close-knit urban subdivision which contains sufticient variety to be visually and sacially inleresting,
whilst maintaining a consistency of form and materials that creates a singular character in the area.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name BPC Married and Single Quarters Group Reference No
‘ P1-5

History

In 1952, the BPC commenced an extensive building program at Christmas Island, including a major expansion of staff
accommodation. The main area for European staff was the new Settlement at Rocky Point and the twelve houses built
here by the Christmas Island Phosphate Company were joined, between 1952 and the mid-1960s, by eighteen two
and three-bedroom cottages, twenty-seven one-bedroom cottages, five single-women’s apartment blocks and two
visitors barracks blocks, as well as a new Manager's Residence. The area was purely residential, except for a building
erected in 1952 as a Primary School for the European children, which later became the Island’s pre-school or
kindergarten. All buildings followed pattern designs relating to their size. Since 1990, many have ben purchased by
private owners.

Description:

The BPC Married and Single Quarters Group consists of seventeen two and three bedroom buildings, MQ7, MQ10
and MQ's18-32, plus twenty-four one-bedroom buildings (dongas SQ101-SQ124), plus two Visitor Quarters (VQ1 &
VQ2), plus four two-storey single women's apartment buildings (SQ125-128, SQ129-132, SQ133-136 and
SQ137-140), each containing four flats. They are all located along the eastern projection of Rocky Point and fill the
land between the Pre and Post-War Bungalows which face the ocean and Gaze Road. The houses were all built
between 1950 and 1965 to a set of standard designs for each size and function. They are all rendered concrete
masonry buildings with gabled roofs clad in corrugated asbestos cement and are single-storey except for the single
women's flats. Common features include multi-paned, steel-framed casement windows, flat projecting rain hoods and
rendered masonry side walls to rear stairs. Servants Quarters are located at the rear of only three Married Quarters
buildings, Nos 21, 22 and 23, plus the two Visitors Quarters.

Condition:
Various, but generally sound.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Settlement Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, RNE
1998. The original form, scale and character of the building, including original outbuildings, should be
conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near-identical materials and cIsc

profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided this retains evidence List
of the original layout.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Reference No: P1-6
Settlement Preschool Database No: 018509
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Education
European PrimarySchool Legal Status: Part of Settlement Listing for
RNE

Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:

Distance:; Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage; Gaze Road Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island
Address/Location/Boundary:

South side of Gaze Road, approximately 50m easl of the intersection of Gaze Road and Jalan Rumah Tinggi.

Relative Heritage Value:  High - _ Creative/ _
Historic 4/ Aesthelic ¥ Social 4 Scientific [] Rarity §/Representative [ | Associative |_] Technical [

Statement ef Significance:

The Settlement Preschool is historically signiticant as the first purpose-built education building erected after the end
of World War Il and was the first European Primary school to operate on the Island. The building il!ustrates the '
community facilities provided by the mining company as part of its operation on the Island and its size and location
are indicative of the size and social situation of the European workforce of the time. It has some aeslhel:p value as a
well-designed, simple building in a pleasant setting and has continuing social value as ihe location of an important
and valuable facility.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Settlement Preschool Reference No
P1-6

History

The Settlement Preschool was erected in 1952 as part of the expansion of the European residential area of
Settlement. It was originally the European Primary School, its location within the European residential precinct
requiring minimal transport in an era when the Incline remained the only road from Drumsite to the foreshore. It was
extended in size in the 1960s and in 1973, became the Island’s general preschool in conjunction with the opening of
the Christmas Island Area School at Drumsite.

Description:

The Settlement Preschool is housed in a single-storey, rectangular, rendered concrete-masonry building with a
gabled roof clad in corrugated asbestos cement. It features an overhanging verandah created by extension of the
roof along the full length of the northern elevation, carried on timber posts on a concrete slab. The building stands
amongst mature trees and lawns between it and Gaze Road.

Condition:
The Settlement Preschool is in good condition.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Settlement Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, 1998 | RNE i
and Settlement Residential Precinct DCP. The original form, scale and character of the building,

including original outbuildings, should be conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this cisc
should be in near-identical materials and profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of List

the interior, provided this retains evidence of the original layout.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: . Reference No: P2-0
Settiement Service Precinct Database No: 018509
File No: 9/03/001/0004
Other Names: Principal Group ~ Urban Area
Legal Status: Pan of Settlement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:
Distance; Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage; Gaze Road Area {ha}: LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:

The properties on either side of Gaze Road, Settlement, from the south side of the Tourist Information Building on the
west side of the road to the southem boundary of the property known as CL 162 (or MQ 31) and from the intersection
of Gaze Road with Murray Road on the east side of Gaze Road, northwards to the northern boundary of the property
known as CL 196 (or ASQ 84).

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Creative/
Historic 7 Aesthetic i Social W Scientific [ | Rarity [ |Representative 7 Associative ¥ Technical | i

Statement of Significance:

The Settlement Service Precinct has been one of the focal points of the occupation of Chrisimas Island since mining
commenced at the turn of the century. Traditionally it has been a prime residential area and a social and commercial
centre for the Chinese community, with the Temple Court Temple and Chinese Literary Association (CLA) building
continuing these links. It has also contained the main services and utililies, such as the hospital, power station,
restaurants and Trade Store, and recrealional facilities such as the cinema and pool (both demolished). Post-World
War I, the central road, originally a vital link in the railway between the base of the Incline and the wharf, has
developed as a primary thoroughfare lo the Settlement residential area, the cemeteries and to Walerfall. The
precincl’'s commercial character is continued in the reuse of residential buildings at Ternple Court and the Barracks
as retail premises after the destruction of the earlier shops in a storm in 1988.

l.
J
|
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Settlement Service Precinct Reference No
P2-0

History

Prior to WW |l the Settlement Service Precinct was a residential area for the Chinese labourers with timber and thatch
barracks erected on either side of a central track (now Gaze Road) which led to Waterfall. At the northern end, a
hospital was established in approximately its present position. With the establishment of the Railway and Incline circa
1915, the area progressively developed rail sidings and marshalling yards north of the Incline and the residential
buildings increased in number. The labourers resident here were mostly employed at the wharf and in general
construction, as miners lived at separate settlements at Phosphate Hill and later at South Point. In the post-war
phase, the existing buildings were replaced by more substantial brick and concrete buildings serving a similar purpose.
The police force, brought from Singapore, were housed in barracks near the hospital and a power station was built
near the base of the Incline. Under the management of the BPC, the road to Drumsite was built and electric conveyors
introduced for phosphate transport, superseding the Settlement area railway system and the Incline, which were
largely removed. The Trade Store replaced the earlier market, and social facilities such as the cinema, a hali for the
CLA and a swimming pool, were provided. In the 1960s, some Malay workers were recruited from the Cocos-Keeling
Islands and residential buildings were erected opposite the hospital. A shopping precinct was developed on the south
side of the cinema. Large refrigerated stores were built adjacent to the Power Station. In 1988, a storm damaged the
buildings located west of Gaze Road. The shops, cinema, swimming pool and some residences were subsequently
demolished. In the ensuing decade, the government barracks and some terrace housing became new shops, whilst
the power station, replaced with a new power station west of Drumsite, and the refrigerated stores were demolished.
The hospital was abandoned in favour of a new hospital located on the Phosphate Hill Road. With private ownership,
the terrace houses, the former nurses quarters, the hospital laundry and other buildings have changed use and have
all become private housing or commercial premises.

Description:

The Settlement Service Precinct contains a mix of commercial, utility and residential buildings, ranged on either side
of the central roadway, Gaze Road. Most buildings are single-storey, with two-storey buildings either set back from
the roadway on the west side or set below road level on the east side. At the north end of the area, on the west side
of the road, is the former hospital, a row of single-storey former cottages known as the Barracks Shops, and the two-
storey Police Station. South of the Police Station is the cleared area only occupied by two large fuel storage tanks
within a low concrete bund wall. The cinema is marked by the concrete stair and former projection booth remaining at
the road frontage. South of this is the Chinese Literary Association building at road level, with the large enclosed
gymnasium situated on its southwest side, set below the level of the street. The petrol station then forms another
open area, and the Tourist Information Centre terminates the southern end of the precinct on this side. The west side
of Gaze Road contains a group of buildings commencing at the southern end with the Supermarket premises. The
middle section contains single-storey former labourers barracks with an open grassed block leading to the Chinese
Temple and the barracks on either side now containing retail activities. North are the concrete footings of the power
station, then the Cocos Padang. This area has a single barracks block set back from the roadway. The north end of
the precinct contains a small group of buildings originally associated with the hospital but which now contain a
commercial laundry, a guesthouse and private residences.

Condition:

The Precinct contains a mix of buildings, ranging in condition from ruinous to serviceable, but in general the essential
character of the precinct remains as a commercial and service precinct with some medium-density housing.

Conservation Policy:
The area should be conserved In accordance with the Guidelines In the Settlement Service Precinct RNE I
DCP.

CISC
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: . Reference No: P2-1
Former Hospital Group DatabaseNo: 018509
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Health Services
Legal Status: Part of Settlement Listing for
ANE
Nearest Town: Setllement Admin Status;
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage; Gaze Road Area (ha): LGA: Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
Western side of Gaze Road, Seltlement, on the souihern end of Rocky Point.

Relative Heritage Value: = Exceptional Crealive/
Historic i Aesthetic %} Social & Scientific [ ] Rarity ¥ Representative [ ] Associative i Technical [_|

Statement of Significance:

The Former Hospital Group is historically significant as the hospital that has served the Island since mining .
commenced in 1900 and the remaining buildings include a range of structures dating from the interwar period I..II"ItI|.
the 1970s. The Hospital demonstrates the facilities provided by the mining company during the primary period of its
operation and contains facilities that reflect the former isolation of the Island and the size of the resident populalion
once served. It is an example of a hospital which has grown and developed over time and which now is superseded
by modern medical practices, so it illustrates approaches to medical practices which are now rare. The hospital is
associated wilh the historically prominent Walter Oorloff, especially the surviving former residence, which is also a
place which played a notable role in island affairs during the occupation of the Island by the Japanese during WW Il.
The hospital is a good example of tropical building design and construction, of which only a few examples survive on
the Island. It has some aesthetic qualities arising from its foreshore location and its modest but sturdy buildings.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Former Hospital Group Reference No
P2-1

History

The old Hospital at Settlement was first established c1900 and several buildings were successively replaced before
the present complex was commenced in the 1920s. A building program in the 1930s produced the Administration
Building, Morgue, General Ward and a bungalow on the south side which was the Dresser’s (Walter Oorloff) Quarters.
A reconstruction program commenced in 1949, with the Isolation Block, the European Mens and Womens Wards, the
Operating Theatre and Delivery Room, with connecting covered walkways, all constructed during the mid-1950s. By
the 1960s, the X-Ray room and Outpatients area, the Maternity and Womens Ward, the Dental Clinic, as well as the
Laundry and residence on the east side of Gaze Road were also completed. The Dresser's Quarters were converted
to a Mess for the Hospital (known as Mess No. 2) in 1947, and was then converted in 1956 to flats for nurses. The
Hospital was severely storm-damaged in 1988, resulting in the demolition of several of the more western buildings,
and was closed in 1995 after a new hospital opened on Phosphate Hill Road.

Description:

The Former Hospital consists of a set of buildings erected between 1930 and 1970. These generally form a range
along the west side of Gaze Road, most of which are connected by covered ways. The majority of buildings are
rendered concrete-masonry or brick masonry, with gable roofs clad with corrugated asbestos cement. Covered ways
have corrugated asbestos cement carried on timher framing and timber posts. The southernmost building of the
group, most recently used as a childcare centre and prior to that nurses quarters, was built in the 1930s as a
residence for the former Dresser, Walter Oorloff, and was similar to the bungalows built at Rocky Point at the same
time. Itis has a rendered brick masonry central core and asbestos cement sheeting enclosing the verandahs. From
south to north fronting Gaze Road are the Childcare Centre, Store, Laboratory, X-Ray and Surgical Theatres with a
motor garage in front, the Administration and Reception building, General Ward (former Mens and Childrens Ward)
and the Isolation Ward. The buildings between this range and the foreshore are the Dental Clinic (former Female
Ward), the Canteen, two small stores buildings which were built as Detention Ward and Laundry and the Morgue.
Across Gaze Road are several buildings formerly associated with the Hospital. These include the Laundry, the
Visitors Quarters (VQ3) which was built as a Nurses Quarters, the Infant Welfare Building, the Asian Staff Quarters
behind the Laundry and two Asian Clerks Quarters. All of these are single-storey (except the Visitors Quarters which
is two-storey), rendered concrete-masonry buildings with gable roofs.

Condition:

The Hospital is generally intact and in fair but dilapidated condition. It has been unused since 1994 , except for a brief
use of the former Nurses Quarters as a Childcare Centre. Roofing and timber generally require maintenance if the
buildings are to survive.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, 1996 and the RNE v
Settlement Service Precinct DCP. The original form, scale and character of the buildings, including
original outbuildings, should be conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should be in | ¢ise 7
near-identical materials and profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interiors, List

provided this retains evidence of the original layout.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Reference No: p2-2
Cocos Malay Quarters and Padang Database No: 018509
File Na:
Other Names: Principal Group Residential Buildings
Former Scouts and Guides Hal Legal Status: Part of Settlement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Setllement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Gaze Road Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Lacation/Boundary:
East side of Gaze Road, between the lower terminal of the Incline Haulage way and the Laundry.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic /A Aeslhetic 3 Social [ ] Scientiic [ | Rarity #Representalive [ ] Associative % Technical { |

Statement of Significance:

The Cocos Malay Padang is historically significant as the location utilised by the Cocos Malay community when
resident on Christmas Island. It records that this community were a separate cultural group and illustrates the
practice of segregation of ethnic groups in residential areas which was a feature of the operation of Christmas

Island.

It has further historic and archaeotogical interest as the location of the former railway shunting sidings when the
Incline was in operation and, prior to that, the location of an early cemetery. It has community value now as open
space opposite the Barracks Shops and has aesihetic qualities arising from its open lawn and plantings of plam trees.

Photo
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Cocos Malay Quarters and Padang Reference No
P2-2

History

The Cocos Padang was the area used for Marshalling rail trucks at the base of the Incline from 1915 until the mid-
1950s. In the mid-1950s, the British Phosphate Commission recruited workers from, amongst other places, the Cocos
Islands, where the post-war environment had left much of the population without an economic activity. At Christmas
Island, a dedicated set of Quarters were built in the Administration Precinct.

This was followed by a second group of Quarters at the base of the former Incline. The Cocos Malays, isolated from
the early nineteenth century, had developed a unique culture whose separate identity was acknowledged by their
allocation of a special area and facilities.

Description:

The Cocos Malay Kampong is an area of open land covered with grass and with palm trees, located on the east side
of Gaze Road, opposite the Barracks Shops. lt is, at its northern end, approximately 1m above road level and is
retained by the rubble limestone with expressed mortar retaining walls that are characteristic of the Island. The land
falls to the south to meet road level opposite the Police Station. Only one building remains standing within this area, a
single-storey, steel-framed building with corrugated asbestos cement walls and gabled roofing. It is broadly similar to
the standard Asian Labourers Barracks built by the BPC throughout Settlement and Drumsite, with a separate kitchen
and ablutions block at the rear, which is of rendered concrete masonry and is connected to the rear of the residential
units by a covered way.

Condition:

The Cocos Malay Padang is an open space of grass and trees which is maintained as parkland. The building is in fair
but dilapidated condition and is currently unused.

Conservation Policy:

This building should be retained and reused in accordance with the Settlement Service Precinct DCP. | RNE ]
The original form, scale and character of the building, including original outbuildings, should be
conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near-identical materials and cIsc

profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided this retains evidence List
of the original layout.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Reference No: P2-3
The Barracks Group Database No: 018509
Fila Na:
Other Names: Principal Group  Residential Buildings
The Barracks Shops, The Government Barracks Logal Status: Part of Settlement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Setilement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From; Property Information
Road Frontage: Gaze Road Area (ha): Lea: Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
Western side of Gaze Road, Settlement, south of the southern end of the former Hospital.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic i Aeslhetic 3/ Social [ ! Scienlific [ | Rarity /Representative i/ Associative [~| Technical |

Statement of Significance:

The Barracks Group are historically significant as the group of residential buildings provided by the British Phosphate
Commission (BPC) for housing the employees of the govemment who were resident on the Island. They
demonstrate the size of the Government services of the period and the relative social status of govemment
employees in comparision with emptoyees of the mlnmg company.

The Group is the last group of residential buildings surviving on this side of Gaze Road afier the damage caused by
the storm in 1988 and their reuse for retail purposes is indicative of the nature of the buildings which were removed.
They have some aesthetic significance as a low-scale group of buildings which relate well to their roadside situation
and to the tropical environment.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name The Barracks Group Reference No
P2-3

History

The Barracks Group of buildings were erected in the early 1950s as government clerks quarters, being used generally
for school teachers and clerks in the employ of the government, rather than of the BPC. By the end of the 1950s, with
the Island an Australian Territory, a new police station was erected at the southern end of the barracks, with a number
of the houses occupied by police as well as other government employees.

The buildings remained in this use till damaged and abandoned after the 1988 storm. They were progressively re-
occupied by retail premises during the mid-1990s.

Description:

The Barracks Group is located on the western side of Gaze Road, south of the old Hospital and opposite the Cocos
Malay Padang. It consists of seven main buildings, with the southernmost of the range being the purpose-built Police
Station with a single-storey barracks block attached at the rear. Behind this is an L-shaped garage and storage shed,
steel and timber framed and clad in corrugated iron.

The rest of the range are contemporary with each other and the six buildings comprise four semi-detached pairs of
cottages and two single cottages, the two singles being second and third from the north end. All of them are of
rendered concrete masonry with corrugated asbestos cement roofs. The single houses have simple gable roofs and
the semi-detached pairs have hipped gable roofs. All of these buildings have a variety of skillion-roofed additions at
their rear and the front roofiine extends over front verandahs carried on timber posts. Built as government housing in
the 1950s, the Barracks have been renovated since 1990 and are now entirely occupied by retail shops, except for
the Police Station.

Condition:
Various, but generally sound.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Settlement Service Precinct DCP. The original form, scale and RNE v
character of the building, including original outbuildings, should be conserved. Where replacement of

fabric is required, this should be in near-identical materials and profiles, where possible. There is cIsc

scope for adaptation of the interior, provided this retains evidence of the original layout. List
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Na me: . Reference No: P2-4
Chinese Literary Association Building Database No: 018509
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group ~ Community Facilities
Legal Status: Part of Settlement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Proparty Information
Road Frontage: Gaze Road Area (ha). LeA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
East side of Gaze Road, approximately 100m north of the intersection of Gaze Road and Murray Road.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic /A Aesihetic {T] Social WA Scientific [ | Rarity [ ]Representative | ] Associative ¥ Technical [ |

Statement of Significance:

The Chinese Literary Association (CLA) Building is historically significant as the primary community facility provided
for the Chinese workers on the Island in the post-war period. It demonstrates certain social features of the Island in
the period, such as the association of workers under the umbrella of an ostensibly cultural organisation in a climate
where any overt association of workers was discouraged. it also iliustrates the refusal of the mining company to
provide education services in the language and culture of the “foreign® workforce.

It represents an important cultural facility to the current Chinese community on the Island and is the venue for a
range of important meetings and gatherings. Its casual lunchtime restaurant is a important social centre for all
cultural groups on the Island.

Photo
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Chinese Literary Association Building Reference No
P2-4

History

The CLA building was erected in the early 1950s as one of the community facilities for the Chinese on Christmas
Island. It was initially viewed as a place where Chinese language and culture were taught and promoted and Chinese
children were formally taught their language, particularly in the written area. After the closure of the mine and the
damage to the Chinese shops and restaurants in the 1988 storm, the building has housed a café-type restaurant as
well as functioning as a community meeting place.

Description:

The CLA Building is a single-storey, rectangular, rendered concrete-masonry building with a gabled roof clad in
corrugated asbestos cement. It features an overhanging verandah created by extension of the roof along the full
length of the eastern elevation, carried on timber posts. The building is aligned longitudinally with Gaze Road and the
verandah terminates at the road edge. Internally, it consists of two main rooms with a kitchen and toilets at the
southern end. The central large room contains a restaurant.

Condition:
The Chinese Literary Association Building is generally in sound physical condition.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Settlement Service Precinct DCP. There is considerable scope for RNE
adaptation and alteration of both the exterior and the interior. Additions should preferably be located
on the watrefront side of the building. cIsc

List
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Reference No: P2-5
Former Labour Contractor's Quarters (Ruin) Datahase No: 018509
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Residential Buildings
Legal Status: Part of Settlement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Gaze Road Area (ha): LGa:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
Easl side of Gaze Road, opposile the Chinese Literary Associalion Building.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic i/ Aeslhetic [ ] Social [7] Scientific [ Rarity #Representalive & Associalive ¥ Technical [ ]

Statement of Significance:

The ruin of the former Labour Contractor's Quarters is historically important as the only privately-owned house on the
Island until the 1990s and as the residence of the Labour Contraclor upon which all supply of human labour
depended until the mid-1950s.

it has associational significance as a symbo! of all the Labour Contractors who were involved in Christmas Island and
of the practice of labour contracting as it was carried out. As a private residence and in ils elevated situation, |l.|s
illustrative of the wealth and power obtained through monapoly control of virtually all aspects of the Labourers' lives.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Former Labour Contractor's Quarters (Ruin) Reference No
P2-5

History

The provision of labour services to the Christmas Island Phosphate Company in the early twentieth century was
contracted to a Chinese businessman, Ong Boon Tat, who maintained a presence on the Island and operated the
kongsi (general store) and most of the commercial activities and entertainment for the workers on the Island.

After World War [l, the contractor was Koh Ee Whee, who performed a similar function until 1955, when the British
Phosphate Commission took over labour and contracting directly. The Labour Contractor's Residence was the only
privately-owned accommodation on the Island until the 1990s. After the departure of Koh Ee Whee, the house
remained in the ownership of his family, who continued to have a commercial interest in the Island through their
operation of several restaurants and shops in the Teagardens, and was occupied for periods by various family
members. After the closure of the mine in 1988, coinciding with the storm damage and subsequent demolition of much
of the Teagardens and Chinese Shops buildings, the building was abandoned.

Description:

The ruin of the Labour Contractor's Quarters is located on the western side of Gaze Road opposite the Chinese
Literary Association Building and comprises the outer walls of a small cottage built with ashlar limestone masonry,
standing upon a concrete slab and retaining wall approximately 1.5m above ground level. It is approached by a set of
concrete stairs. The cottage has an ablutions and kitchen block on its northern side, also roofless.

Condition:
The surviving walls and floor structure of this ruin appear sound.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Settiement Service Precinct DCP. This building should be either RNE Wi
retained and interpreted as a ruin or sympathetically restored and adapted to a new use. The original

form, scale and character of the building, including original outbuildings, should be conserved. No cisc
structures should be erected In front of the building. List
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, CCTOBER 1998

Name; Reference No: P3-0
Setllement Administration Precinct Database No: 018572

File No: 9/03/001/0007
Other Names: Principal Group  Urban Area

Legal Status: 22/06/93 — Registered
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status: 22/06/93 — Registered
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Reoad Frontage: Gaze Road Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island
Address/Location/Boundary:

The Precinct boundary commences al the waterfront of Isabel Beach and skirts the northern boundary of the Wharf
property to fallow the northem boundary of the Downhill Conveyor east as far as the transfer house at the Incline. It
then follows the centreline of the Incline to the mine conveyor from the Dryers, along this conveyor as far as the

transfer house opposite Sung Miaw Loh, then a straight ling to the escarpment above Ihe northeast corner of Block

Relative Heritaga Value:  Exceptional Creative/
Historic i Aesthetic i/ Social ¥ Scientilic ¥ Rarity y/Representative | | Associative [] Technical

Statement of Significance:;

The Administration Precinct is the focus of the commercial and community activity on Chrisimas Island, containing
the govemmental services and a range of essential commarcial and recreational facilities, as well as the wharl. It is
historically significant as the traditional location for these activities from the earliest period of mining and contains
remnants of the various phosphate transport technologies used in different phases of operation. It also contains
several important early buildings, notably the Asian Staif Cuarters, the Wireless Operator's House and the Chrisimas
Island Club, with the Administration Building as the centrepiece of the Precincl. All these have particular historic
associations with important events or phases of use of the island.

The Precinct is aesthetically the characteristic image of Christimas Island, with the Downhill Conveyor linking the
upper level of the Island with the Wharf Cantilevers, and buildings dating from the 1920s through to the present,
presented against the dramatic backdrop of the escarpment. Socially, the Precinct contains the centres of
government and commerce and ihe padang has a long history of use for community gatherings, both political and
popular.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Settlement Administration Precinct Reference No
P3-0

History

The Administration Precinct has been a focus for activities on the island since first settled. The Administration building
was built in the 1920s and a range of buildings and facilities have come and gone from the wharf area over the last
seventy years. From 1915 the railway brought phosphate along Gaze Road to the wharf, with sidings throughout the
Precinct and high-level trestle bridges leading to the roof level of the processing buildings located at the wharf. These
sidings were extended southwards in the 1930s to the steel chute, though this operated only briefly. In the early
period, the Manager's and the Chief Engineer's Residences were located in this area. The Christmas Island Club
was established in the 1930s and the area contained European recreation facilities, such as tennis courts and the
swimming pool, throughout this era. The Padang was the central ground for ceremonies and sports events, whilst the
radio station, mine laboratory, labour welfare office and general warehouse were all features of the area. A
"Government Reserve" existed on the north side of today's Club Road. The police station and gaol were located at the
northeastern corner of Gaze and Club Roads. North of the Government Reserve became a residential area for the
Asian clerks. In the post-war era, facilities such as the Post Office, Australian Government Offices and the Westpac
Bank have been established and the Shire Councii Chambers now occupies the former Welfare Office. The
Government Reserve was abandoned, with government staff barracks and the Police Station moved northwards to be
adjacent to the hospital. Workshop and warehouse buildings were erected in their place. The first Cocos Malay
Kampong was built in the 1950s to accommodate these culturally distinct people recruited from the Cocos (Keeling)
Islands following the War. After 1980, mine administration moved to Drumsite and the Australian Government has
taken over the former Administration Building. The Government Offices were converted to a banking outlet and retail
outlets built, a Christian church now occupies the former Cocos Malay Barracks and the residential buildings have
been privately purchased and renovated.

Description:

The Settlement Administration Precinct is the area which lies between the Service Precinct and the Malay Kampong
Precinct and includes the land between the Wharf and the top of the escarpment. It is divided by the north-south
aligned Gaze Road running through the Precinct, with the wharf facilities on the west and a range of buildings on the
east. The Precinct includes all of the Wharf buildings and structures, including the Cantilevers, the Tank Farm, the
Administration Building and the Hardware Store. The Roundabout is a prominent townscape element ,as are the pair
of two-storey former Asian Staff Quarters on the eastern side. These are accompanied by five small cottages located
on the rising ground to the south, with the vacant former Wireless Operator's House as the southernmost of this small
group. The central area of the precinct contains the Post Office, the Shire Chambers, Swimming Pool, Westpac
Bank, Plumbers workshops, Carpenters workshops, Christian Church, retail premises (Video/Photographic Shop) and
the vacant former telephone exchange. In the southeast corner is the Christmas Island Club, the ruins of the former
Chief Engineer's Residence and the early European Cemetery. Below the Club is the open, grassed Padang. The
Precinct includes the escarpment behind it, up to the line of phosphate conveyors which run from Drumsite to the
wharf and includes the Downhill Conveyor. This area includes the remains of the original phosphate chute, the Road
to Phosphate Hill engraving and the remnants of the timber chute, aerial ropeway and the stone-cut stair.

Condition:

This Precinct is dynamic and although various buildings are vacant, this may change over time. The decline of
mechanincal and workshop activities in the area is reducing the services aspect of the area's character.

Conservation Policy:
Conserve In accordance with the Administration Precinct DCP. RNE I
CisC
List
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Name: Reference No: P3-1
Administration Building Datahase No: 018572
Flle No:
Other Names: Principal Group Government and Administration

The tormer Mine Office

Legal Status: Part of Industrial and Admin-
istration Group Listing for RNE
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Gaze Road Area {ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Lacation/Boundary:
West side of Gaze Road, opposite the south side of Club Road.

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Creative/
Histaric 'y Aesthetic & Social 4/ Scientific [ ] Rarity /Representalive || Associative || Technical | !

Statement of Significance:

The Administration Building is historically significant as one of the few surviving pre-WW Il buildings and was
amongst the first masonry buildings erecled on Christimas Island. It has played a significant role in the operation of
the phosphate mine on the island and was the main office for the mine from its construction until the mine closed.
It has been a central building in the lifestyle and experience of many employees on the Island, serving functions
such as the Post Office, welfare office and bank.

It has aesthetic qualities in its stylisation and Georgian proportions and its prominent location and situation in the
Administration Precinct make it a local landmark. Its layout and facilities demonstrate aspects of the facilities
provided to the Christmas Island Phosphate Company (CIPCo) managers and of the expectations and self-
perceptions of the colonial entrepreneurs.

Phato
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Administration Building Reference No
P3-1

History

The Administration Building was first erected in the 1920s as the main office of the CIPCo. It maintained this function,
as well as hosting broader administrative facilities such as the Post Office throughout the twentieth century, being
taken over by the British Phosphate Commission in 1949. In the 1990s, after the mining company was dissolved, the
building was taken over by the Australian Government and has hosted the officials of the department responsible for
the administration of the Island since that time. It has been extended to the south, and the upper-floor verandahs have
been enclosed, with numerous internal reconfigurations, during its life.

Description:

The Administration Building is a two-storey, rendered brick office building with a gabled roof clad in corrugated
asbestos cement, with a hipped gable end on the northern side. The building is simply detailed, with square columns
supporting the upper floor over a ground floor verandah which runs along the eastem side of the building. The
building mostly has rectangular windows with steel multi-paned frames, but windows on the northern and western
elevation have been replaced with modern, metal, single-pane windows. It is undecorated, with plain wall surfaces
and only a string course between floors and projecting window sills and window openings breaking the surface.
There is a two-storey additional wing attached in the centre of the western facade which repeats the form, proportions
and detailing of the main building. This section has a flat concrete verandah roof at first-floor level carried on steel
posts, which returns around the northern and western sides of this addition.

Condition:
The Administration Building is in generally sound physical condition.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Administration Precinct DCP. RNE
A conservation plan should be prepared to guide future changes to the place and prior to any major

work being undertaken. The original form, scale and character of the building, including original cisc
outbuildings, should be conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near- List

identical mateirals and profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided
this retains evidence of the original layout.

Bibliography:

Neale, M and Adams, J We Were the Christmas Islanders, Bruce Neale, ACT, 1988

Neale, M and Adams, J Christmas Island — The Early Years, Bruce Neale, ACT, 1988
Williams and Macdonald, The Phosphateers, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne, 1985
Williams, M Three Islands, The Giriffin Press, Adelaide, 1971
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: ) Reference No: P3-2
Former Asian Staff Quarters Database No: 018572
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group Residential Buildings
Legal Status: Part of Industrial and Admin-
istrative Group Listing for RNE
Nearest Town: Settlemem Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frentage: Gaze Road Area {ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island
Address/Location/Boundary:

East side of Gaze Road, 20m south of the intersection with Gaze Road.

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Crealive/
Historic ¥ Aesthelic ¥ Social | ] Scientific [ ] Rarily ¥/ Representative [ | Associative w/ Technical ¥

Statement of Significance:

The Former Asian Staff Quarters buildings are historically significant as being among the few surviving pre-Ww |l
buildings on Christmas Island and as examples of the form of accommodation provided for the non-labouring Asian
staff. They demonstrate, in their size, location and layout, aspects of the class and racial social structures which
were prevalent in the period and they provide contrasts with the European residential buildings surviving from the
pre-war period. They are associated with the occupation of the Island by the Japanese in WW Il, as the
accommeodation in which the European POWSs were housed for some time.

They have aesthetic significance as in their visual impact to the streetscape and in their strong landmark position
between the Roundabout and the Murray Road intersection. They demonstrate features of their design which relate
to tropical architecture, in conlrast to the buildings erecled by the British Phosphate Commission in the post-war
period.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name Former Asian Staff Quarters Reference No
P3-2

History

The Asian Staff Quarters were constructed in the 1920s as accommodation for the non-European staff attached to the
Christmas Island Phosphate Company administration. They were part of a group of residential buildings located in the
Administration Building vicinity, separate from both the European and Malay residential areas in Flying Fish Cove and
the Chinese area further north along Gaze Road.

These buildings were notable for being used to accommodate the Europeans during the Japanese occupation of the
Island in WW Il. They remained in use as Asian Staff Quarters until the 1970s, when racial distinctions were relaxed.
Since 1990, they have been privately purchased and renovated as residential units.

Description:

The Asian Staff Quarters buildings consist of two adjacent buildings which were originally almost identical, located on
a terrace above road level which is accesed by a pair of concrete steps, centrally located to each building. The
buildings are two-storey, constructed of rendered brick and concrete masonry, with hipped gable roofs clad with
corrugated asbestos cement. Each building comprises four two-storey attached flats, with a breezeway at the rear
between the main building and the kitchen and ablutions block. Each has a recessed verandah to the ground floor
entrance, with the upper floor carried on rendered masonry columns and a rendered masonry wall as a verandah
balustrade. The exterior walls below the eaves and the interior walls have ventilation holes let into their upper
surfaces to allow movement of hot air in the tropical climate. These buildings have been reoccupied by private
owners since 1990 and are in various stages of renovation.

Condition:
The buildings are in generally sound physical condition.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with Administration Precinct DCP. A conservation plan should be prepared RNE
to guide future changes to the place and prior to any major work being undertaken. The original form,
scale and character of the building, including original outbuildings, should be conserved. Where cIsc
replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near-identical mateirals and profiles, where List
possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided this retains evidence of the original
layout.

Bibliography:

Neale, M and Adams, J We Were the Christmas Islanders, Bruce Neale, ACT, 1988

Neale, M and Adams, J Christmas Island — The Early Years, Bruce Neale, ACT, 1988
Williams and Macdonald, The Phosphateers, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne, 1985
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Reference No: P3-3
Former Wireless Operator's Building Database No: 018572
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Residential Buildings
Legal Status: Par of Industrial and Admin-
istrative Group Listing for RNE
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Tong Chee Road Area (ha): LGA: Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
Easl side of Tong Chee Road, directly east of the Roundabout,

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceplional Creative/
Historic 3/ Aesthelic ¥ Social (] Scientific [ Rarity 3/Representative | | Associative | ] Technical ¥

Statement of Significance:

The Former Wireless Operalor's Building is historically significant as one of the few surviving pre-WW Il buildings on
the Island and is the only one which exhibits its particular building technique of limber framing with infill panefs. Itis
associated with the provision of radio communication and is of technical interest as it demonstrates the most
sophisticated responses to tropical ctimatic conditions of any building on the Island. It has aesthetic value as a well-
proporiioned, low-scale example of English colonial architecture.
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Name Former Wireless Operator's Building Reference No
P3-3

History

The Wireless Operator's House is believed to have been built circa 1938. It was located close to the then radio
station. The radio station was transferred to Drumsite in the 1950s, after which this building was used for
accommodation and storage.

Description:

The Former Wireless Operator's Building is a single-storey, timber-framed building with asbestos cement sheeting
used as infill panels between the framing members, set on a concrete floor slab. It has a hipped roof clad in
corrugated asbestos cement and a kitchen, ablutions and service block at the rear.

It features a variety of adaptations for tropical climatic condtions, including overhanging eaves with louvres at the tops
of exterior walls beneath the eaves and open framing at tops of internal walls and doors for air circulation internally. |t
has a long approach path and steps of concrete leading from Tong Chee Road.

Condition:

The Wireless Operator's House is in poor physical condition, with a large proportion of its timber framing affected by
termites. It has been vacant and used as general store for many years and there is little remaining of the interior
lining or fittings. The rear service block is in very poor condition.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with Administration Precinct DCP. A conservation plan should be prepared RNE
to guide future changes to the place and prior to any major work being undertaken. The original form,
scale and character of the building, including original outbuildings, should be conserved. Where cISC
replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near-identical materials and profiles, where List
possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided this retains evidence of the original
layout. Urgent repairs and maintenance work should be undertaken.

Bibliography:

Neale, M and Adams, J We Were the Christmas Islanders, Bruce Neale, ACT, 1988

Neale, M and Adams, J Christmas Island — The Early Years, Bruce Neale, ACT, 1988
Williams and Macdonald, The Phosphateers, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne, 1985
Williams, M Three Islands, The Griffin Press, Adelaide, 1971
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Nan!e: Reference No: P3-4
Christmas Island Club Database No- 018572
Fila No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Community Facilities
Legal Status: Part of Industrial and Admin-
istrative Group Listing for RNE
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Club Road Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island
Address/Location/Boundary:

At the southem extremity of Club Road, 100m east and south of its intersection with Tong Chee Road.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic &} Aesthetic i/ Social {7 Scientific [ | Rarity & Representalive [} Associative [ ] Technical ||

Statement of Significance:

The Christmas Island Club is historically significant as one of the surviving pre-WW Il buildings on the Island, though
it is significantly altered from its original form, and it has been the focus for the social and community gatherings of
the European community on the Island from the 1930s to the 1980s. It has some interest as possibly the earliest
surviving Manager's Residencs, pre-dating Rumah Tinggi.

It features prominently in the history of the Island as a bastion of English and later Australian colonial lifestyles and in
this regard, is symbolic of the class and racial segregation that was a fealure of the Island for most of this century. It
has aesthelic significance in its simple, bungalow design addressing its spectacular location and outlook.
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Name Christmas Island Club Reference No
P3-4

History

The Christmas Island Club was erected in the late 1920s or early 1930s as the European Staff Club. It was similar in
design and materials to the residential bungalows also built in Flying Fish Cove and at Rocky Point. It may also have
served as the Managers Residence until the construction of Rumah Tinggi in 1931, though the background to this
event is not known. The European Primary School commenced classes in the basement of this building in 1949, until
moved into a purpose-designed building in the European residential area in Settlement in 1952. The Club was
substantially altered and upgraded in the 1950s, with further alterations in 1969. Throughout its operation, it was a
focus for recreational and community activities for the European staff, until desegregation occurred in the 1970s.

Description:

The Christmas Island Club building is a two-storey, timber and steel-framed and asbestos cement sheet clad building
with a gable roof clad in corrugated asbestos cement. The roof also has a hipped gable at the southem end and a
skillion extension over the verandah on the western side. The building has had various renovations, including the
insertion of octagonal concrete piers beneath the upper floor and the insertion of steel joists into the framing to
increase the clear space internally. Both the upper and lower floors are largely open space, with partition walls
creating some small service rooms such as the bar and kitchen upstairs and storerooms downstairs. It has a open
balcony on its northern side comprising a concrete slab over concrete piers.

Condition:
The Christmas Island Club building is in fair physical condition, but the interior is dilapidated from lack of use.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, 1997 and the RNE i
Administration Precinct DCP. The original form, scale and character of the building, including original
outbuildings, should be conserved. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided this retains | ¢isc v,
evidence of the original layout. List

Bibliography:
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Name: . Reference No: P4-0
Malay Kampong Precinct Datahase No: 018573

File No: 9/03/001/0008
Other Names; Principal Group Urban Area

Legal Status: 22/06/93 — Registered
Nearest Town: Settiement Admin Status: 22/06/93 — Registered
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Club Road Area {ha): LeA:  Shire of Chrisimas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
The Precinct is all the area of foreshore between the waterfront and the base of the escarpment, from the southern
extremity of the Administration Building as far as the northern boundary of the Marine Building property.

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Creative/
Historic W Aesthelic & Social &% Scientific [ ] Rarity 3/ Representalive &/ Associalive (| Technical [

Statement of Significance:

The Malay Kampong is historically imporiant as the area of original residential settlement on Christmas Island and
has been the residential area occupied by the Malay community since the earliest lime. It is socially important as the
traditional residential area of the Malay community and it houses the religious and social facilities used by Ihis

group. It demonstrates the integration of building design in the post-war era with international trends, with a
conscious intention by the British Phosphate Commission (BPC) to create a physical environment relevant to the
particular community being housed. The area has important aesthetic qualities which define it as a Malay community
and the enclosed central area has a village-like ambience which is not reproduced in any other residential area.
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Name Malay Kampong Precinct Reference No
P4-0

History

The Malay Kampong Precinct was, until the advent of the British Phosphate Company (BPC) on the Island, the main
European residential area for the Island and was referred to as Edinburgh Settlement. The settlement, comprising
timber houses with thatched atape roofs, was located in a crescent around the foreshore of Flying Fish Cove, with
Europeans living in bungalows which had Asian servants quarters at the rear.

The Malay section of the population lived at the north end of the Cove, in a group of larger, communal houses, (though
early maps suggest a previous location at the south end).

The European settlement was expanded in the 1930s, with additional new houses built around Rocky Point. In the
1950s, under BPC control, the Rocky Point area became the primary European residential area, with the older
bungalow housing removed from Flying Fish Cove. The 1950s saw the designation of the area as a marine precinct,
with the boat jetty and marine buildings constructed and the erection of Singapore-style apartment buildings as
residences for the Malay community. Cultural facilities for this community were provided by the construction of the
Mosque and the Malay Club in prominent locations in the 1960s.

The beach and boat ramp at Flying Fish Cove, which have always been a focus of recreational activities, were
supported by recreational facilities at the Boat Club and the Satay (Malay) Club. These were both damaged, as were
several of the residential buildings, by rock falls from the cliff in the 1980s and the Satay Club building was
subsequently demolished.

Description:

The Malay Kampong Precinct forms the northern portion of the foreshore land fronting Flying Fish Cove, between the
water and the escarpment, and lies at a lower level than the Administration Precinct, with a short cliff defining the
boundary between the two areas. The roadway, Jalan Panyai, traverses this boundary as a steep incline and runs
along the foreshore of Flying Fish Cove between the waterfront and the buildings of the Kampong. It continues past
the Marine Buildings and the Boat Jetty to Smith's Point. The precinct is dominated by the eight large, three-storey
apartment blocks that form the majority of the residential buildings, with an almost continuous wall of buildings along
the landward side of Jalan Panyai, broken at the centre by the single-storey Mosque and Malay Club buildings, with
the roadways adjacent to these being the access into the enclosed central courtyard. This courtyard is walled on the
escarpment side also by three-storey buildings, with only a small group of single-storey buildings in the vicinity of the
Mosque. These buildings are the earlier labourers barracks buildings, built prior to the apartment buildings, and have
been reused as stores and as the Islamic School. The central courtyard created by the "Singapore" style apartment
buildings forms a cosy communal space which is overlooked from the verandahs of the apartments and is one of the
defining elements of the precinct. The location of the Mosque is an important indicator of the ethnic character of the
Kampong, as is the location of the Kampong itself at the foreshore of the Cove, the waterfront being an important
aspect of the lifestyles of the Malay community.

Condition:

This Precinct is relatively intact. The buildings closest to the escarpment are vacant and becoming dilapidated.

Conservation Policy:
Conserve in accordance with the Malay Kampong Precinct DCP. ANE W
Cisc
List
Bibliography:
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Reference No: P4-1
The Mosque Database No: 018573
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Religious
Legal Status: Par of Malay Kampong Area
Listing for RNE
Noearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:
Distance: Directicn From: Property Information
Road Frentage: Jalan Panyai Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
The Mosque is located on the northeast comer of the intersection of Jalan Panyai and Ong Mely in the Malay
Kampong.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic 4 Aeslthelic Y Social 3/ Scientific [ ] Rarity [ |Representalive § Associative [ | Technical [

Statement of Significance:

The Mosque is historically significant as the religious facility provided for the community of Malay workers on the
Island in the post-war period and demonstrates the cultural facilities provided by the mining company during the
primary period of its operation. It represents an important cultural and religious facilily to the current Malay
community on the Island and is the venue for a range of important meetings and gatherings. It has aesthetic
significance as an example of Islamic religious architecture applied to an otherwise typical mining company building
and is a prominent landmark building in its context.
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Name The Mosque Reference No
P4-1

History

The Mosque was erected in the early 1950s by the British Phosphate Commission as part of the community facilities
provided for the Malay population. It has functioned as a religious centre for the Muslim Malays from this time till the
present. The building was refurbished in the early 1990s, with a new rear (east) section added.

Description:

The Mosque is a single-storey, rendered concrete masonry building with a hipped roof clad in corrugated asbestos
cement, with a central square-hipped roof monitor with glazed side walls. It has an octagonal concrete minaret tower
with an onion-domed roof attached to its northeast corner and a rectangular, rendered projecting bay in the centre of
the west walll. A single-storey, skillion-roofed extension has been made to the eastern side which features half onion-
domed rain hoods and semi-circular arched windows.

Condition:
The Mosque is in generally sound physical condition.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with Malay Kampong Precinct DCP. The original form, scale and character RNE !

of the building, including original outbuildings, should be conserved. There is scope for sympathetic

additions to the building and/or adaptation of the interior. cISC i
List

Bibliography:
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name.: Reference No: P4-2
Islamic School and former Malay Quariers Database No: 018573
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Residential Buildings
Legal Status: Part of Malay Kampong Area
Listing for RNE
Nearest Town: Settiement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Jalan Panyai Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
These buildings are located on the north side of Lorong Kamp, east of the Mosque, in the Malay Kampong.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic &7 Aesthelic [ ] Social ¥ Scienlific [] Rarity [ Representative 4/ Associative || Technical _]

Statement of Significance:

The Islamic School and Malay Quarters buildings are historically important as the original residential buildings
erected by the British Phosphate Commission for the Malay community in the post-war period and were the direcl
successors to the timber and thatch communal buildings which had been provided prior to the War.

They demonstrate the use of standard designs for Asian residential guarters and represent the immediate posl-war
approach to worker housing on the Island. The Islamic School is socially important as the religious training centre of
the Malay community and it has been altered in recent years to impart a more Islamic architecture to the building.

Photo
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Name Islamic School and former Malay Quarters Reference No
P4-2

History

The Malay Kampong existed in the northern corner of Flying Fish Cove from the early twentieth century, situated
alongside the European bungalows that fronted the Cove. After World War Il, European housing was constructed in
the Rocky Point area and the bungalows were removed. New housing was constructed for the Malays, similar to the
Chinese quarters built along Gaze Road. In the 1960s, large new apartment blocks were constructed to designs
derived from Singapore, which replaced the earlier housing. As the earlier housing became vacant, it was converted
to house the Islamic school, providing religious instruction. These buildings were altered by the addition of an Islamic
architectural facade in the early 1990s.

Description:

The Islamic School and former Malay Quarters comprise five-single storey rendered concrete masonry buildings with
gable roofs clad in corrugated asbestos cement. They are essentially similar and built to standard designs, each
building consisting of three attached residential units, with an overhanging varandah to the front elevation carried on
steel posts. Four of the buildings are oriented longitudinally to the slope of land and have a step down of
approximately 0.5m between the western unit and the two closest to the escarpment.

The Islamic School occupies the three southernmost buildings of the group and these buildings have been
refurbished and painted in an Istamic motif. A gable-roofed pergola carried on steel framing and clad with corrugated
metal sheeting has been erected between the two westernmost units of the two parallel buildings.

Condition:

The five buildings appear to be in sound physical condition, though the northern pair are dilapidated and only used for
storage. They are located in a potential rockfall zone.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with Malay Kampong Precinct DCP. The original form, scale and character RNE v

of the building, including original outbuildings, should be conserved. There is scope for sympathetic

additions to the buildings and/or adaptation of the interior. asc
List
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Reference No: P4-3
The Malay Club Datahase No: 018573
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group Community Facilities
Legal Status: Part of Malay Kampong Area
Listing for RNE
Nearest Town; Settlement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Infermation
Road Frontage: Jalan Panyai Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary;
The Malay Club is located on the eastern side of Jalan Panyai, on the northern side of the Mosque in the Malay
Kampong.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic WA Aesthetic ¥ Social &/ Scientific [ | Rarity [ |Representalive [ Associalive [ | Technical .|

Statement of Significance:

The Malay Club is historically significant as the primary community facility provided for the community of Malay
workers on the Island in the post-war period. It demonstrates certain social features of the Island in the period, such
as the association of workers under the umbrella of an ostensibly cultural organisation in a climate where any overt
associalion of workers was discouraged. It represents an important cullural facility to the current Malay community
on the Island and is the venue for a range of important meetings and gathetings.
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Name The Malay Club Reference No
P4-3

History

The Malay Club was erected in the early 1950s by the British Phosphate Commission as one of the community
facilities provided for the Malay population. It has operated as a social and recreational centre for the residents of the
Malay Kampong from that time till the present. The building was damaged in the 1988 storm and has been
subsequently repaired.

Description:

The Malay Club is a timber-framed, single storey building clad with asbestos cement sheeting, with a gable roof clad
in corrugated asbestos cement. It stands on short rendered masonry piers with concrete ant caps (which may
predate the building) and features a glazed recessed verandah in its southwest corner. The glazing here is in
aluminium frames, but the rest of the building has timber-framed louvre windows and double five-pane glazed timber-
framed doors.

Condition:
The Malay Club appears to be in fair physical condition.

Conservation Policy:

The original form, scale and character of the building, including original outbuildings, should be RNE
conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near-identical materials and
profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided this retains evidence cisc
of the original layout. Conserve in accordance with the Malay Kampong Precinct DCP. List

Bibliography:
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: Reference No; P5-0
Smith Point Precinct Database No: 013658

File No: 9/03/001/0002
Other Names: Principal Group  Urban Area

Administrator's House Precinct Legal Status: 22/06/93 — Registered

Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status: 22/06/93 — Registered

Distance: Direction From: Property Information

Road Frontage: Smith Point Road Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
The foreshore of Smith Poinl, between the escarpment and the waterline, from the commencement of the road to
Smith Point on the south side of the Boat Club as far as the northern boundary of the Sewerage Trealment Plant.

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Crealive/
Historic 3/ Aesthetic 4 Social % Scientific [ Rarity §#Representative [ ] Associalive i Technical ¥

Statement of Significance:

The Smith Point Precinct is historically imporiant as the location of the representative of national Government on the
Island and the facilities provided for this function.

The house has acted as the local courthouse and the labour welfare office at various times and has been the site of
significant political and social events, including the ceremony of transfer of sovereignty.

The Smith Poinl Precinct also contains the Fort, which is the only substantial relic of World War Hl surviving on the
Island and is historically important as the location of the mutiny of the colonial troops, itself a significant event
illustrating the nature of colonial retations in the period. )

The Administrator's House and ils setting have aesihetic qualities arising from the grand design of the house, its
garden and its sefling and the building is a landmark on the Island.
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Name Smith Point Precinct Reference No
P5-0

History

The annexation and settlement for mining purposes of Christmas Island by an English private company led to the
appointment of a resident officer of the Colonial Office, designated a District Officer, to oversee the rule of English law
and to represent the English Government. The first District Officer took up office in 1900 and was accommodated in a
building provided by the mining company, which constructed a residence west of Flying Fish Cove, on Smith Point.
This residence was remote from the rest of the Island's activities and could only be accessed via a rough track along
the escarpment, however it provided a panoramic view of the Cove and the main settlement at the time. The mining
company reconstructed the District Officer's residence in the 1930s in brick and concrete, with a roof of Marseilles
tiles. Then, with war in the Pacific impending, a six-inch naval gun was sent from Singapore with an artillery
detachment and mounted at Smith Point, with gunners quarters, magazines and stores attached. The gun was fired
only once, expanding six rounds at a suspected Japanese submarine, which may have been hit, but was not seen to
be sunk. The fort was then the site of the revolt of the largely Indian detachment of troops against their English
Officers on 11 March 1942, which resulted in the deaths of five English Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers.
After the war, the fort was abandoned, except between 1971 and 1978, when the Australian Navy occupied the
buildings while research in the indian Ocean was carried out.

The District Officer's House was reoccupied in 1946 and was, with the transfer of the Island to Australian control in
1958, taken over as the Residence of the Official Representative of the Australian Government. This position was
upgraded in 1968 to Administrator and the residence was designated "Government House". This continued until 1985,
when the Christmas Island Legislative Assembly was formed. This was dissolved in 1987 and an Administrator re-
appointed. The Administrator remained resident in this building untii 1995, after which the building has remained
vacant. Itis currently proposed for community uses.

Description:

The Smith Point Precinct contains the former Administrator's House and the Fort. The precinct is located at the end of
a cliff-side road running southeast to northwest from Flying Fish Cove, opening out at the former Administrator's
House which is a grand two-storey residence set within a pleasantly informal lawn with mature exotic trees. The
original servants quarters are located at the rear (southwest) of the house and a flagpole stands on the cliff edge
north of the house. Beyond the House, the road curves around the point to the Fort, of which the six-inch gun
emplacement is the centrepiece. Behind and east of the gun are five small buildings of rendered concrete masonry or
mass concrete, which were variously barracks, magazines, stores and amenities associated with the gun
emplacement. There are also concrete slab footings which are remnants of other buildings which have been
removed. On the escamppment above the gun emplacement is a concrete Command Post building. These structures
are abandoned and overgrown by vegetation but are sound, having been re-used up until the 1980s as either
accommodation associated with the Administrator's House or in association with the use of the area by the Australian
Navy in the 1970s. The roadway continues around the point to give access to the Sewage Treatment Plant and the
Fuel Oil Tank Farm, however, this extension from the fort was constructed only in the 1980s. This roadway passes
through an area containing substantial remains of floor slabs for unidentified buildings, which are assumed to relate to
the accommodation for the military contingent stationed at the Fort.

Condition:

This Precinct is intact and in fair condition, though the vegetation and gardens are rapidly growing through minimal
maintenance. The area would benefit from permanent occupation.

Conservation Policy:
Conserve in accordance with the Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, 1996. RNE v
CisC
List
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name: . Referance No: P5-1
Former Administrator's {District Officer's) House Database No: 013658
File No:

Other Names: Principal Group  Residential Buildings

kH .
Buck House Legal Status: Part of Administrators House

Precinct Listing for RNE

Nearest Tawn: Settfement Admin Status:
Distance: Diraction From: Property Informatian
Road Frontage: Smith Point Rd Araa (ha): LGA: Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
South side of Smith Point Road, 500m wesl of the Boal Jetty in Flying Fish Cove.

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Creative/
Historic & Aesthelic %/ Social & Scientific 4 Rarity [ |Representalive 3/ Associalive |[_] Technical _i

Statement of Significance:

The Former Administrator's (District Oficer's) House is historically significant as one of the few surviving pre-WW 11
buildings and was amongst the first masonry buildings erected on Christmas Island. It is the successor to the earlier
buitding in the same location and was the main office and residence for the official representative of the Government
from its construction until 1995. It has been a central buitding in the lifestyle and experience of many employees on
the Island, serving the functions of courthouse, Qffice of the Protector of Chinese, and Government House and has
housed many of the formal functions held on the Istand. Iis layout and facilities demonstrate aspects of the facilities
provided by the Christmas Island Phosphate Company to the Govemment representative and are illustrative of the
expeclations and self-perceptions of the colonial District Officers. The residence was designed to impress the status
of its occupant upon all visitors. Its size and design are associated with the similar features of the former Mine
Manager's Residences (with which it was designed not to outclass) providing important evidence of the relative
status of these two functionaries within the Island context.

It has aeslhetic qualities in its Stripped Classical architectural style and its gardens and ocean outlook provide a
picturesque setting. Its prominent location and situation make it a local landmark.
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Name Former Administrator's (District Officer's) House Reference No
P5-1

History

The former District Officer's House was erected in the mid-1930s, replacing an earlier residence in the same location.
It housed the District Officer on the upper floor, with the lower floor containing offices and official functions. In 1958,
the English District Officer was replaced with an Australian Official Representative, which was then upgraded to
Administrator in 1968. The building was altered in 1962, when the timber lattice screens were replaced with etched
glass, and in 1964, when the cantilevered balcony was added and the interior was altered. The portico was added
beneath the balcony in 1970. The building was vacated in 1995.

Description:

The former Administrator's (District Officer's) House is a two-storey rendered brick residence with a hipped roof clad in
terracotta tiles. The building features a gabled portico over the entrance steps supported on circular concrete
columns, with a cantilevered balcony on the upper level over the portico roof. The building is simply detailed, with
square columns supporting the upper floor over a verandah which runs around three sides of the building. The
building mostly has rectangular windows with steel multi-paned frames and plain wall surfaces, but window openings
to the ground-floor verandah are large semi-circular arches infilled with etched glass, with central French doors in
timber framing.

At the rear of the house are Servants Quarters, in a single-storey, terracotta tiled gable-roofed, rendered concrete-
masonry building. It is linked to the rear of the house by a covered way, formed of a gabled roof of terracotta tiles on
timber framing on timber posts.

On the eastern side of the house is a double vehicle garage, of rendered concrete-masonry. The house has informal
gardens and flowering trees set in a lawn sloping gently to the ocean cliff on the northern side, with a flagpole set
close to the cliff on the west side of the house.

Condition:
The former Administrator's (District Officer's) House appears to be in sound physical condition.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, 1996. Surviving | RNE
original interior elements should be conserved.

CISC
List
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Name: i ) Reference No: P5-2
The Fen, including associaled former barracks and slores Database No: 013658
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Military
The WWII Gun Emplacement Legal Status: Part of Administrator's House
Precinct Lisling for RNE
Nearest Town: Setllement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Smith Point Rd Area {ha): LGA: Shire of Christmas Island
Address/Location/Boundary:

South side of Smith Point Road, 650m west of the Boat Jelty in Flying Fish Cove.

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Creative/
Historic i Aesthelic & Social | Scientific [ | Rarity W/ Representative [_| Associative ¥/ Technical [

Statement of Significance:

The Fort and its associated elements are historically significant as the primary relic of the events of WW Il remaining
on the Island. They played a significant role in the events leading up to the occupation of the Istand and were the
location of the multiny of the colonial troops, an event which is replete with associations to world history and the
course of European colonial activities in South East Asia. The Forl is symbolic of the Island’s political position al the
beginning of WW Il and of the effectiveness of the British defence of ils South East Asian territories. it has aesthetic
qualities arising from its military character and its picturesque location. The area has polential to provide
archaeological evidence relaling to the number, arrangement and equipment of its garrison and information which
may also relate to Japanese occupation of the sita.
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Name The Fort, including associated former barracks and stores Reference No
P5-2

History

The Old Fort was constructed late in 1940 and early 1941 by the British Government, armed with a six-inch naval gun
and manned by a detachment of five English soldiers and approximately thirty Indian troops. The English troops were
members of the Hong Kong and Singapore Royal Artillery. Temporary accommodation was constructed adjacent to
the Fort, which included magazines, stores and command and observation posts. The Fort fired upon a suspected
Japanese submarine on 17 February 1942, its only action. On 11 March, the Indian troops mutinied and executed the
five English Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers, then awaited "liberation" by the Japanese, who arrived on 31
March. The Fort’s barracks and stores were converted after the war as accommodation for staff from the District
Officer's house but have been little used since that time except for between 1970 and 1978, when occupied for a
research station by the Australian Navy. The Gun and its mounting were refurbished and a commemmorative plaque
erected in 1984.

Description:

The Fort comprises the Gun Emplacement with its six-inch Breech-loading naval gun and flanking shell stores and
Battery Building, two former bunkers converted to quarters, a former wash-house, the Gardener's Quarters, former
Officers Quarters, a former powder magazine or armoury, a concrete Command Post sited on the hillside above the
Fort plus a range of minor elements and unidentified building footings. These structures are made of either in situ
mass and reinforced concrete or rendered concrete masonry. Later adaptations have placed corrugated asbestos
cement roofs on the buildings used as quarters. Further west and south around the Point, between the Fort and the
Sewage Treatment Plant, are a range of building footings with well defined drainage systems running to the cliff
edge. These are believed to be remnants of the residential camp area for the garrison of the Fort.

Condition:

The Fort is abandoned and the buildings are overgrown with vegetation. However, most elements are stable and
structurally sound.

Conservation Policy:
Conserve in accordance with the Conservation Plan prepared by Palassis Architects, 1996. RNE v
CIsc
List
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Name: Reference No: P8-0
The George Fam Centre Database No: 018509
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group Education
Legal Status: Part of Settlement Listing for
RNE
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin $tatus:
Distance: Diraction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Murray Road Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary;
East side of Murray Road, approximately 400m north of its interseclion with Gaze Road.

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Creative/
Historic i/ Aesthelic ) Social ¥ Scientific [ | Rarity &/ Representalive | | Associative 4% Technica! | |

Statement of Significance:

The George Fam Centre is historically significant as a purpose-built education building erected after the take-over of
the Island by the British Phosphate Commission and was the first formal Asian Primary School to operate on the
Island. It later operated as the first formal High School on the Island.

The building illustrates the community facilities provided by the mining company as part of ils operation on the Island
and its size and location are indicative of the size and social situation of the Asian workforce of the lime.

It is associated with the prominent local figure, Fam Choo Beng, and is symbalic of the changed approach to the
provision of social services to the Asian workfarce that occurred in the post-war period.

It has aesthetic value as a well-designed and proporioned buitding in & pleasant, hillside setting and its reuse as a
Shire Council Office has continuing sacial value as the location of an important and valuabile facitity.

Pholo
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Name The George Fam Centre Reference No
P6-0

History

The George Fam Centre was built during the 1950s as the Asian School (called the "English School" as lessons were
in English), first opening in 1951 with progressive expansion to its present size over the next decade. In 1961, a new
Asian Primary School opened at Drumsite and the Secondary School remained at the Settlement site, with a small
number of European students attending as well.

In 1974, the Area School opened at Drumsite and the Secondary School closed. It was later (1980s) converted for use
as administrative offices for the Shire of Christmas Island and renamed for the former Headmaster, Fam Choo Beng
(known as George Fam).

Description:

The George Fam Centre is a large, single-storey building of rendered concrete masonry with a gable roof clad in
corrugated asbestos cement. It comprises a long main wing running north/south, with three transverse wings
projecting from its western side and two toilet blocks attached by covered ways on the eastern side. The building is
located against the escarpment, with the eastern side and toilets at ground level and the western side and projecting
wings carried on square concrete piers.

The building was originally symmetrical around the three wings, but was extended northwards with an additional wing,
set slightly lower in height than the original building, attached to the northern end of the main wing.

Condition:
The George Fam Centre appears to be in sound physical condition.

Conservation Policy:

A conservation plan should be completed prior to any major work being undertaken. The general RNE
scale, configuration and character of the building should be conserved. Additions should only occur at
the ends of the main spine. The spaces between the wings should not be infilled. Existing detailing cisc
should not be modified. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near identical List
materials and profiles, where possible. There is scope for further adaptation of the interior provided
this retains evidence of the original use pattern.

Bibliography:

Neale, M and Adams, J We Were the Christmas Islanders, Bruce Neale, ACT, 1988

Neale, M and Adams, J Christmas Island — The Early Years, Bruce Neale, ACT, 1988
Williams and Macdonald, The Phosphateers, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne, 1985
Williams, M Three Islands, The Griffin Press, Adelaide, 1971

Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd, 78 George Street, Redfern NSW 2016 Phone: (02) 9319 4811 Fax: (02) 9319 4383
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Name: Reference No: P70
Poon Saan Precinct Database No: 018574

File No:
Othor Names: Principal Group  Urban Area

Legal Status: 22/06/1996 — Registered
Nearest Town: Poon Saan Admin Status: 22/06/1996 — Registered
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Poon Saan Road Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island
Address/Location/Boundary:

The boundary follows the northwest boundary of Poon Saan Road (lower) as far as the northeast boundary of qucks
514, along this boundary and its projection across Murray Road to meel the track that runs behind the former Police
Station al the northeast extent of this track, then follows this track around to the north boundary of Phosphate Hill
Road, along this to cross Murray Road and continue to meel the scutheast extremity of Poon Saan Read.

Relative Heritage Value;  Excepticnal Crealive/
Historic 7 Aesthetic ¥ Social & Scientific [ Rarity [ ]Representative y/ Associative Wi Technical [

Statement of Significance:

Poon Saan Precinct is historically important as the primary Chinese residential area on Christmas Island and_ ig the
successor 1o the mining townships once located at Phosphate Hill and South Point. It demonstrates the facilities
provided for the Chinese community in the post-WW Il period by the mining company and the residential buildings
ilustrate the size and make-up of the workforce,

It was alsc the focus of the organisation of the workers that led to the formation of the Union of Christmas Island
Workers, especially the open-air cinema, and the location of the early Union office facilities. )
Poon Saan is the place which the Chinese community identify as reflecting their culture and ptace on the Island and it
contains the Club, several tempies and the restaurants and shops that are valued by the Chinese community.

Photo
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Name Poon Saan Precinct Reference No
P7-0

History

Poon Saan derived its name from a Chinese expression meaning "halfway up the hill", which describes its situation
between Settlement and Drumsite. Although some evidence suggests that the area was traversed by the early
tramway lines from Phosphate Hill to the chutes above the wharf, (the remnant powder magazine beside Seaview
Drive relates to this phase) the area in its present form developed after the construction of Murray Road during the
1950s, with a small group of labourer's barracks erected in the 1960s on the east side of Murray Road. A Police
Station formed part of this group of buildings. The main spur for development was the impending closure of the mining
fields at South Point in the late 1960s, when the British Phosphate Commission constructed large Singapore-style
apartment buildings at Poon Saan, plus a range of other facilities, such as the Poon Saan Club, for the Chinese
population relocated from South Point. The new Poon Saan settlement effectively created a new township for the
Chinese population within a decade. A feature was the Technical Training School, opened in 1968 to provide skills
training to the workforce in light of an increasingly mechanised mining operation.

In 1969 the first prefabricated aluminium-clad houses were erected to the west of Poon Saan, this area becoming
known later as "Silver City". In the mid-1970s, Poon Saan was the focus of activities for forming the Union of
Christmas Island Workers, whose early meetings were held at the open-air cinema. The Union Office was established
in the disused Poon Saan Post Office in the late 1970s, but this was later destroyed by fire and a monument to the
Union erected in its place.

Description:

The Poon Saan Precinct is the core of the Chinese residential area located between Settlement and Drumsite and
contains the oldest and most original buildings erected for this suburb. It is mostly located on the northwestern side of
Murray Road and comprises buildings on both sides of the U-shaped Poon Saan Road, which diverts westwards from
Murray Road, then reverses and returns northeastwards at a lower level to intersect with Silver City Road. The
buildings enclosed within the loop of the road are mostly two-storey residential apartment blocks constructed of
concrete and steel with skillion roofs of corrugated iron.

The precinct also contains the outdoor cinema, basketball court, three chinese temples, the restaurant building and
the Poon Saan Club.

On the southwest side of Murray Road, opposite the intersection with Poon Saan Road, is a small group of former
Asian Labourers Barracks, known locally as breezeway blocks for the breezeway that is located between the
dormitory buildings and the kitchen/ablution buildings. These appear to predate the main Poon Saan area and are of
the same basic design as the breezeway blocks alongside Gaze Road in the Settlement Service Precinct. This group
terminates at its northern end in a building shown in early plans as a Police Station. It is a single-storey residence,
divided into two semi-detached houses. There is an enclosed grassed area at the rear (southeast) of this group
which forms a common recreation area for the houses.

Condition:

This Precinct is in good, intact condition, though the older apartment buildings are abandoned and overgrown. The
adaptations to early barracks for temple and cultural uses are generally in character with the area.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Poon Saan Precinct DCP. RNE
cisc
List
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Name: Reference No: P7-1

Poon Saan Club Database No: 018574
File No:

Other Names: Principal Group ~ Community Facilities
Lega! Status: Part of Poon Saan Group

Listing for RNE

Nearest Town: Poon Saan Admin Status:

Distance: Direction From: Property Information

Road Frontage: Poon Saan Road Area (ha}); LGA: Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
Southeast side of Poon Saan Read (upper section), 100m southwest of its intersection with Murray Road.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic 4/ Aesthetic &/ Social & Scienlific | Rarity [ |Representative | | Associative s Technical [ ]

Statement of Significance:

The Poon Saan Club is historically significant as the central community facility provided for the community of Chinese
workers who were relocated from South Point. It demonstrates the cultural facilities provided by the mining company
during the primary period of its operation.

It is associated wilh the formation of the Union of Christmas Island Workers in the 1970s as a venue for meelings. It
represents an imporiant cultural facility to the current Chinese community on the Island and is the venue for a range
of important meetings and gatherings.

It has some aesthelic value as a building with a stylised facade.
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Name Poon Saan Club Reference No
P7-1

History
The Poon Saan Club building was constructed in the 1960s as part of the construction of Poon Saan residential area.
It operated from that time as an important community facility for the Chinese population.

Description:

The Poon Saan Club building is a single-storey building of rendered concrete masonry with a gable roof clad in
corrugated asbestos cement. It features a curved triangular, projecting flat verandah roof over the entry door which
has a broad entablature carrying the name of the Club in English on one side and in Chinese on the other. The
southern side of this roof is carried by a rendered masonry semi-circular arch and the northern side by a single steel
post rising from a low wall of textured bricks. Textured bricks also form the low, checker-work boundary wall to the
terrace on the northwest side. Windows are modern, tinted glass in aluminium frames.

Condition:
The Poon Saan Club building appears to be in sound physical condition.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Poon Saan Precinct DCP. The original form, scale and character of | RNE
the building, including original outbuildings, should be conserved. There is scope for adaptation of the
interior, provided this retains evidence of the original layout. cISC

List
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Name: . Reference No: P7-2

Poon Saan Cinema Database No: 018574
File No:

Other Names: Principal Group ~ Community Facililies
Legal Status: Part of Poon Saan Group

Listing for RNE

Nearest Town: Poon Saan Admin Status:

Distance: Direction From; Property Information

Road Frontage: Poon Saan Road Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
The Poon Saan Cinema is located between upper and lower Poon Saan Road, opposite the intersection of upper
Poon Saan Road with Murray Road.

Relative Heritage Value: ~ High Creative/
Historic |y Aesthetic [ Social ¥ Scientific | } Rarity J/Representalive [ | Associative s Technical @]

Statement of Significance:

The Poon Saan Cinema is historically significant as one of the main entertainment facilities provided for the
community of Chinese workers who were relocated from South Point. It demonstrates the cultural facilities provided
by the mining company during the primary period of its operation.

It is associated with the formation of the Union of Christmas island Workers in the 1970s as a venue for meetings. It
is the only operating cinema on the Island at present and is the successor lo the range of outdoor cinemas which
have operated on the Island since the 1930s.

As an outdoor cinema, it has some rarity value in the Australian context.
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Name Poon Saan Cinema Reference No
P7-2

History

The Poon Saan Cinema was established as part of the establishment of Poon Saan and originally operated as a
primarily Chinese entertainment venue. At the time, outdoor cinemas operated at Settlement (destroyed by a storm in
1988) and adjacent to the Railway Workshops at Drumsite.

During the mid-1970s, the Cinema was a venue for mass meetings of workers discussing the operation and politics of
the fledgling Union of Christmas Island Workers.

It has succeeded both the other cinemas and continues in operation.

Description:

The Poon Saan Cinema is built around a sloping concrete slab with permanent seating arranged in rows, a projection
screen centrally placed at the lower end and a projection booth placed centrally at the upper end. The screen is
supported by steel framing and a small stage sits in front of the screen. The projection booth is a small rectangular
brick building with a skillion roof of corrugated asbestos cement. Behind the booth is a large area of relatively gently
sloping grassed open land.

Condition:
The Poon Saan Cinema is in good condition.

Conservation Policy:
Conserve in accordance with the Poon Saan Precinct DCP. The form, scale and character of the RNE i
place should be conserved. There is scope for adaptation of the place, provided this retains evidence
of the original layout. CISC
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FORM, OCTOBER 1998

Name; ' Reference No: Pa-0
Drumsite Residential Areas Precinct Database No:

File No:
Gther Names: Principal Group  Urban Area

Legal Status:

Nearest Town: Drumsite Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Murray Road Area (ha): LGA: Shire of Chrisimas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
The area comprises those properties on the southeast side of Lam Lok Loh and on both sides of Jalan Ketam Merah.

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceplional Crealive/
Historic & Aesthetic 4 Social [ ] Scientific [] Rarity [ |Representative 4 Associative [| Technical ||

Statement of Significance:

Drumsile Residential Areas Precinct is historically important as the residential area for the industrial services carried
out in the area. The houses exhibit the same British Phosphate Commission (BPC) standard designs as are
evidenced in Setllement, illustrating the concurrence of development of the areas. The Precinct demonstrates, within
its boundaries, the careful segregation, by both location and accommodation, of race and class that was a feature of
the operation of the phosphate mine for much of the twentieth century.

The Precinct has aesthetic qualities arising from the basic similarity of the buildings, the landscaping and the
diversity of gardens, paint schemes and minor individualisations of the buildings.

Photo
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Name Drumsite Residential Areas Precinct Retference No
P8-0

History

The settlement at Drumsite was established in conjunction with the construction of the Incline and the railway systems
between 1910 and 1920. From this time until the 1960s, Drumsite contained a mixed residential population of mostly
skilled railway workers and mechanics, with some European supervisors. The settlement had its own shops and
restaurants and was dominated by the movement of railway trucks and the operation of the railway workshops. After
World War |l, the BPC invested heavily in redevelopment of the Island and, apart from the construction of Murray Road
from Settlement to Drumsite, introduced the downhill conveyor to carry phosphate from a new drying plant at Drumsite
to the wharf. The railway workshops were refitted to cater to the diesel-electric locomotives and the winder and incline
were abandoned. Associated with the new dryers, other technical operations of the mine were relocated to the
Drumsite area, including the laboratory, the engineering offices and mechanical workshops. A large number of
standard pattern residences were erected in two groups, one on each side of Murray Road. Several sets of Asian
Labourers Barracks were built in the vicinity of the Workshops. The only pre-war building to survive was the former
Mechanical Engineer's bungalow, which had been occupied by the Japanese during the War and acquired the
nickname "the Jap House". This was refurbished and continued in use as European Married Quarters. The Asian
Primary School opened in 1961, and in 1974 this became the Christmas Island Area School. Drumsite railway
passenger platform was constructed in 1968 for the children from South Point. With the closure of the mine in 1988,
industrial activity in the area ceased until the re-opening of the mine in 1990. The new mining company abandoned
the railway and the railway tracks were all pulled up. The Workshops were reconfigured as a heavy vehicles
workshop. The drop in population over this period also saw the demolition of several of the rows of Asian Labourers
Barracks which were in close proximity to the workshops. From 1990, many of the houses have become privately
owned and several new houses have been buiilt along the eastern fringe of the existing groups of bungalows.

Description:

The Drumsite Residential Precinct comprises three discrete areas of residential housing located on either side of
Murray Road at Drumsite. The principal area lies on the southeast side of Murray Road and comprises eighteen brick
cottages plus Bungalow 702. All of the cottages are single-storey, rendered concrete-masonry houses with gable
roofs clad with corrugated asbestos cement and are standard pattern designs of the BPC three-bedroom type.
Bungalow 702 is a single-storey, timber pre-WW Il bungalow with separate Servant's Quarters. The second area
lies on the west side of Murray Road (where Murray Road has turned southwards) and comprises twenty cottages set
in a tight group on either sides of Tutor Close, Sin Sang Road and Jalan Guru, on the north side of the Drumsite Area
School. The buildings are all single-storey, rendered concrete-masonry houses with gable roofs clad with corrugated
asbestos cement. All the houses are examples of standard pattern designs of the BPC two-bedroom type, erected in
the late 1950s and early 1960s. The third area is a small group of thirteen buildings, each a three-unit terrace of
houses, located on the southeast side of Long Yan Loh and on the northeast side of Sung Miaw Loh. The buildings
are single-storey, rendered concrete-masonry terraces, with gable roofs clad with corrugated asbestos cement,
erected in the late 1950s and early 1960s as Asian Labourers accommodation. The Precinct includes the former
railway reservations adjacent to Murray Road which are now common parkland and which now form a buffer and a
children's play area between the roadway and the streets of residences.

Condition:

This Precinct is quite intact, with intrusions occurring at the fringes. Many houses show a variety of alterations and
individualisations but these, in general, do not detract from the overall unity of the building stock.

Conservation Policy:
A DCP should be prepared for this precinct once a decision has been taken to list it as a Heritage RNE v
Precinct. In the interim, the guidelines contained in the Settlement Residential Precinct DCP should
be used in managing change to residential properties. cIsc
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Name: Reference No: P8-1

Bungalow 702 (the Jap House) Database No: 018575
File No: 9/03/001/0011

Other Names: Principal Group  Residential Buildings
Legal Status: 22/06/93 — Registered

Nearest Town: Drumsite Admin Status: 22/06/93 — Registered

Distance: Direction From: Property Information

Road Frontage: Lam Lok Loh Area tha): LGA: Shire of Chrisimas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
The scuth side of Lam Lok Loh, 100m west of the intersection with Sung Miaw Loh.

Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Creative/
Historic  # Aesthetic ¥ Social [ ] Scienlific [ ] Rarity §#Representative ¥ Associalive ¥ Technical [_

Statement of Significance:

Bungalow 702 is historically significant as one of the last residential buildings constricted by the Christmas Island
Phosphate Company prior 10 the occupation of the Island by the Japanese and is similar to the three members of the
Pre-War Bungalow Group in the Settlement Residential Precinct. 1t is the only building of this type in Drumsite and
was the residence of the Chief Mechanical Engineer associated with the railway workshops. As a member of this
group, it illustrales the difference between the building technologies and approaches which were current in the pre-
war period compared to the buildings erected post-war by the British Phosphate Commission and is indicative of the
class and racial social structure of its period. It is associated with the occupation of the island by the Japanese,
having been used as a residence and radio station by the garrison soldiers.

As a member of this group, it has aesthelic significance as the largest and finest of the pattern-design residences
surviving on the island and has an attraclive aspect towards the ocean. it displays traditional approaches to building
in a tropical climate and is a good example of English colonial tropical archilecture.
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Name Bungalow 702 (the Jap House) Reference No
P8-1

History

Bungalow 702 was erected in the mid-1930s as a residence for the Chief Mechanical Engineer in charge of the
railways and mining structures. It is similar to the bungalows built in Flying Fish Cove and at Rocky Point at the same
period. During World War 1l it was occupied by Japanese soldiers, acquiring the name "Jap House" from this time.
After the war, it was refurbished and occupied as European Married Quarters. It was occupied in 1975 by Michael
Grimes and family, school teacher and prominent figure in the establishment of the Union of Christmas Island
Workers. The building was damaged in the storm of 1988 and has been vacant since that time.

Description:

Bungalow 702 is a rendered brick masonry and timber building on rendered masonry piles with prominent concrete
caps, set approximately 1.5m above ground level, accessed by concrete steps.

The building has a central gable-roofed section with masonry walls surrounded by a skillion-roofed enclosed
verandah of timber framing. The roof cladding is in asbestos cement sheet. Servants Quarters are located at the rear
of the building, connected by a covered way and roofing is corrugated asbestos cement, with newer sections in
corrugated fibre-cement.

This building retains its angled ventilation shutters to the verandah openings.

Servants Quarters are of rendered concrete masonry with gable roof clad in corrugated asbestos cement.

This house was damaged in the 1988 storm and has been partially refurbished.

Condition:

Bungalow 702 appears to be in fair physical condition, but interiors were affected by water ingress after damage to
the roof in 1988.

Conservation Policy:

Conserve in accordance with the Conservation Plan prepared by Troppo Architects, 1997. RNE v
The original form, scale and character of the building, including original outbuildings, should be
conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near-identical materials and cisc

profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided this retains evidence List
of the original layout.
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Name.: Reference No: P8-2
Bahai Centre Database No:
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group  Religicus
Former Railway Training Building Legal Status:
Nearest Town: Drumsite Admin Status;
Distance: Direction From: Propersty Information
Road Frontage: Sung Miaw Loh Area (ha}: LGA: Shire of Christmas Island

Address/Location/Boundary:
Located on the southwest side of Sung Miaw Loh, 50m south of its intersection with Lam Lok Loh.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic & Aesthetic [ ] Social %/ Scientific [ | Rarity [ |Representative [_] Associalive [ | Technical | ]

Statement of Significance:

The Bahai Centre is an important religious and cultural centre for the members of the Bahai community resident on
Christmas Island.

The building has some historical interesl as a facility erecled by the British Phosphate Commission to provide
specialised training accommodation for staff employed in the nearby railway waorkshops.
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Name Bahai Centre Reference No
P8-2

History

The Bahai Centre was erected in the late 1960s as a Training Centre for the nearby Railway Workshops, a role which
continued until the closure of the railway associated with the closure of the mine in 1988.

In the 1990s, the vacant building was occupied as a Bahai religious centre by the Chinese community, a role which
continues today.

Description:

The Bahai Centre is housed in a single-storey building of rendered concrete masonry with an asymmetrical gable roof
clad in corrugated asbestos cement. It features an overhanging verandah along the street frontage which is a
continuation of the main roof, carried on steel posts and a light, welded-steel truss beam.

Condition:
The Bahai Centre appears to be in sound physical condition.

Conservation Policy:

The original form, scale and character of the building, including original outbuildings, should be RNE
conserved. Where replacement of fabric is required, this should be in near-identical materials and
profiles, where possible. There is scope for adaptation of the interior, provided this retains evidence | ¢ise
of the original layout. List
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Name: Reference No: Fg-0
Silver City Residential Precinct Database No:
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group ~ Urban Area

Legal Status:

Nearest Town: Silver Gity Admin Status:

Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Silver City Road Area (ha): L&A: Shire of Christmas Island
Address/Location/Boundary:

The precinct includes all the properties on both sides of Silver City Road, Pak Kam Loh, Jalan Perak, Pai Chin Loh
and Sea View Drive as far as Sussex Place on the north side and the southem boundary of House 637 on the south
side, in Silver City.

Relative Heritage Value:  High Creative/
Historic A Aesthetic 3 Social [ | Scientific {7 Rarity [ |Representative i/ Associalive | Technical /!

Statement of Significance:

Silver City Precinet is historically important as the last area of residential housing devetoped by the British
Phosphate Gommission {BPC) and represents the advent of modern materials and building techniques on the
Island. It also demonstrates the adoption of more economic approaches to building in a period of increasing
uncertainty as 1o the long-term future of mining on the Istand.

The area has aesthelic significance as an urban environment, with consistent building forms of a variety of types, a
pleasant human-scale of individuality to otherwise identical buildings and a visual dominance of lawn, garden and
trees throughout the area,
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Name Silver City Residential Precinct Reference No
P9-0

History

Silver City Residential Precinct comprises the parts of Silver City which were developed under the control of the
phosphate mining company, being the BPC till 1981, then the Phosphate Mining Company of Christmas Island till
1988.

The Precinct is an area of houses, each of which is one of three standard-pattern house types. Apart from eighteen
brick and concrete houses similar to the BPC standard house as built at Drumsite and in Settlement, the rest are all
aluminium-clad, steel-framed, prefabricated houses of two types, distinguished by the style of roof. The aluminium
houses are unpainted, giving the area its name of Silver City, and the first five were erected in 1969. Further houses
were added through to the 1980s. After the mid-1980s, further residences were built in Taman Sweetland, these being
demountable units rather than prefabricated.

In the 1990s Silver City has been extended eastwards with new, non-standard houses.

Description:

Silver City Residential Precinct includes three types of housing, all of which are two or three-bedroom cottages of
standard designs. The earliest type occurs on both sides of Silver City Road and is a single-storey, rendered
concrete-masonry house with gable roof clad with corrugated asbestos cement. This type, in two and three-bedrooms
forms, is also found at Drumsite and in Settlement. The second type is a prefabricated, rectangular, aluminium-clad
house with a gable roof of corrugated metal sheeting. It has a recessed entry porch, an integral car port or rear
porch, panels of floor-to-ceiling louvre windows and some have decorative panels of brickwork or other contrast
material below the sills of windows which do not extend to floor level. The third type is similar to the second and is an
aluminium-clad, prefabricated house, rectangular in plan, with a flat roof of profiled metal sheeting which is concealed
behind deep fascia panels on all sides with eaves extending more than a metre from the walls. As with the earlier
design, panels of floor-to-ceiling louvre windows, infill decorative panels of brickwork or other material below windows,
a recessed entry porch and an integral car port or rear porch are features. The precinct forms a close and cohesive
area of houses, with each type located geographically in groups. Within each group of originally identical buildings,
the basic, repetitious building form has been individualised over time, demonstrating a wide variety of gardens,
decorations and alterations and additions. The masonry houses are located nearest to Poon Saan, and were, at the
time that they were built, an extension westwards of Poon Saan.

Condition:

This Precinct is generally intact, with intrusions occurring at the fringes and some houses along the main roads
extensively altered.

Conservation Policy:
A DCP should be prepared for this area once a decision is taken to manage it as a Heritage Area. In | RNE ]
the meantime, external changes to the houses should be kept to a minimum, and undertaken in a
manner sympathetic to the individual houses and the streetscape. cisc
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Name: Reference No: P10-0
Chinese Temples Database No:

File No:
Other Names: Principal Group ~ Religious
Shrines

Legal Status:

Nearest Town: Settlement, Drumsite, Poon Saan, South Point Admin Status;

Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Various Area {ha): LGA: Shire of Chnistrmas Island
Address/Location/Boundary:
Various.
Relative Heritage Value:  Exceptional Crealive/

Historic 47 Aesthetic & Social ¥ Scientific [ ] Rarity [ |Representative % Associative | Technical [

Statement of Significance:

The various Temples and Shrines around the Island are historically important as evidence of the presence and
cultural practices of the Chinese community on Christmas Island and some temples record the locations of
workplaces for which there are now few other remains.

Individually and collectively, the Temples are a notable and altractive feature of the Island. They continue to be of
symbolic and religious importance to the Chinese community and their use duiing festivals is a major feature of the
social life of the Island.
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Name Chinese Temples Reference No
P10-0

History

Chinese temples have presumably been extant on Christmas Island since the Chinese were first resident. Some
record the locations of workplaces for which there are now few other remains.

The majority of known existing temples appear to date from the post-war period.

Description:

There are sixteen Chinese temples in regular use on Christmas Island. Chinese temples and shrines occur as a
range of types and sizes but are commonly built as open-fronted shelters of rendered brick with either gabled, skillion
or hipped roofs. They are also commonly painted red. The main temples of significance are the three on the south
side of Gaze Road in the Settlement area (the Kuan Yin Monastery and the Ti Tsang Pusa, opposite the Chinese
Literary Association building and the Tai Pak Kong Temple within the Temple Court shopping precinct), the Tai Pak
Kong Temple at the Old Dryers, the Four Faces Buddha at Taman Sweetland, the Ma Chu Temple at Waterfall, three
at Poon Saan, being the Tien Pau Low Temple adjacent to the Cinema, the Buddist Temple/Rei Tzang Sze in Block
549 and the Ling Shen Jen Foo Chung adjacent to Block 548, the Sheng Wong Temple at Drumsite, the LB4 Datuk
Kong at the location of Loading Bridge Four, the Camp 4 Soon Tien Kong Temple at Grants Well, the LB3 Tham Kong
Temple at the location of Loading Bridge Three and three at South Point, being the Soon Tian Kong Temple, the Sze
Yin Temple and the Wash Screen Plant Tai Pak Kong. The Soon Tian Kong Temple at South Point and the Tai Pak
Kong Temple at Temple Court appear to be the largest and most important of the Temples. There are also several
small shrines located around residential areas, an example of which is located at the top of the Incline Haulage Way.
In addition to the temples is the Bahai Centre, a meditation centre and library housed in the former Railway Training
building, Building 259, at Drumsite.

Condition:
Most temples are well maintained and in good condition.

Conservation Policy:
Subject to safety considerations, the committees responsible for the management of the temples RNE v
should determine how these are conserved or changed in the future. Any development proposals in
their vicinity should have regard to the spiritual and social value of the temples and their site. cIsc
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Name: Reference No: P11-0
Christmas Island Cemeleries Datahase No:
File No:
Other Names: Principal Group Cemeleries and Burial Sites
Legal Status: All contained within existing
RNE Listings
Nearest Town: Settlement Admin Status:
Distance: Direction From: Property Information
Road Frontage: Various Area (ha): LGA:  Shire of Christmas Island
Address/Location/Boundary:
Various.
Relative Heritage Value: = Exceptional Crealive/

Historic i Aesthelic &# Social ¥ Scientific [ ] Rarnity [|Representative [| Associative & Technical [ |

Statement of Significance:

The cemeteries on Ghrisimas Island are historically important as the physical record of human occupation of the
Island.

The Chinese Workers Cemetery is he only remaining evidence of the early presence of the Chinese labourers at
Phosphate Hill and provides symbolic evidence of the high death rate and poor working conditions that this group
experienced.

The Early European Cemelery records several individuals important in the early development of the Island. N

All the cemeteries have important social and religious importance to each of the ethnic and religious communities on
Christmas Island. The two early burial places without physical records have potential to contribute information of
some scientific and historic significance.
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Name Christmas Island Cemeteries ' Reference No
P11-0

History

The first formal burials on Christmas Island were made at the cemetery for Chinese labourers near the hospital in an
area later used as the Cocos Malay Padang. The precise location of this cemetery is not known.

A second cemetery was established at Phosphate Hill, close to the mining areas, and this operated at least till the mid-
1920s. During this period, Europeans were buried in a cemetery located on the hillside above Flying Fish Cove,
behind the Christmas Island Club and the Chief Engineer's Residence. It is believed that a third cemetery for Malays
existed at the base of the escarpment at the south end of the Malay Kampong.

In the 1950s, when the British Phosphate Commissioners took over the management of the Island, three new
cemeteries, one for each of the three dominant ethnic groups, were established at the eastern extremity of Settlement,
on either side of the Waterfall Road. The European cemetery and Malay Cemetery are on the north side of the road
and the Chinese cemetery is on the south side. These cemeteries are all still in use.

Throughout the history of Christmas Island, burials have been the exception rather than the rule. As most of the
European supervisors and Chinese and Malay labourers were on short-term contracts, most left before age or infirmity
caught up with them and death from these causes was unusual. Many people who became infirm would leave to return
to their country of origin while still able. Most deaths have been by accident or disease.

The exception to this is during the first decade of mining, 1900 to 1910, when Beri Beri was rampant amongst the
Chinese labourers and the death rate was high. The arrangements for burial of these high numbers is not known but it
is believed that many were interred in the Phosphate Hill Cemetery.

Description:

There are five known cemeteries on Christmas Island. The three cemeteries still used for burials are all located on
the Waterfall Road, east of the Settlement area. The Chinese Cemetery is the largest and extends for 750m along
the southern side, between the road and the escarpment. There are a range of monuments, the largest of which is
the memorial to Union Leader, Gordon Bennett. The European Cemetery is on the north side of the road, east of the
Mango Tree Lodge. It is contained within 2m high rendered masonry walls, with wrought-iron entrance gates.
Approximately 500m east of this is the Muslim Cemetery. Two cemeteries are closed, the Phosphate Hill Chinese
Labourers Cemetery and the Early European Cemetery. The Phosphate Hill Chinese Cemetery is located 200m east
of the road which links the Phosphate Hill Road and is reached by a winding foot track down the slope from the ridge.
The cemetery is located in a large flat cleared area of land and graves have marker stones of polished stone inscribed
with Chinese characters. The stones appear to have been added after its rediscovery of the cemetery in recent
decades. The Early European Cemetery is located approximately 50m south of the Christmas Island Club building,
behind the ruin of the former Chief Engineer's residence. It contains marble and stone Christian monuments. Two
other cemetery sites are known but no physical evidence is apparant. One is an early Chinese Labourers cemetery
located opposite the old hospital. The other is an early Malay cemetery believed to be located in the southeast corner
of the Malay Kampong, close to the escarpment.

Condition:

The cemeteries vary in condition. In general terms, the Chinese cemeteries are both well maintained, as is the
current European cemetery. The others are overgrown.

Conservation Policy:

Council should prepare a management policy for the care of the Island's cemeteries in consultation RNE
with relevant community groups. Regular maintenance should be undertaken.
CIsc
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